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To the Honourable 

ROBERT BOrLEiEfqi 

Since your Command feemM to 
fuppofe me fit ; 
To this Attempt I could hot but 
fubmit : 

How difficult fbeVe; who could refule, 

When fuch Encouragement fupplies a 
Mufe ? 

Yet this that leifure and recefs requires,' 

Which one, of A vocati^onsy but defires*^ 

If I could envy what I truly love, 

Or rev'rencc rather, as advanc'd above ; 

Tour Life, your Gemusy would that En- 
vy raife, 

Happy beyond my hojpe, beyond my 
Praife. 

Did not this Great Civili'an (a) Verfe\ 00 viiGfa^ 
adbroa, ..,. _. i^™*- 

M;^ Vein, whsrte're it \V,ere, riiiglii 
merit Scorn, 

^ if I were to nothing better boifn : 

A 2 By 



To the tionourablt' Robtrt Boy 1, -E/^j^ 

By it I never can expeQ: a Name ; 
And moft Men may my wronging Gro- 

/i^ blame; -. . 

While the ill-naturM Criticks i^ftcn 

finile, 
mvid.Grot.Xo find his (h) Dutch ^%Qt\o\xxEngli(b 

ad Bignomum, a^:u 

p, I. PatiU oliie. 

muftrmm. If I can lull the Cares of Life afleep, 
IJijlT^^'' 'Tis the chief benefit I look to reap : " 

While you, of all the wife Man's Joys 

pofleft, 
.Out of the reach of mortal chances,relt: : 
From whence, with fb much charming 

force, do flow 
Treafures of Knowledg unto us below. 
" Had not your choice anticipated Mine, 
<0 vid. cmft- 1 might nave mingled Drofs where (0 

moididi^^ you refine, 
^^^Rgafon Imd Embafing with low Verfe that Chain' 
Mi&dJutdM. of thought, 
»^75- BywhichtoI^ithReafon'sSubjeai'on 

tauglit. 
And the fublimeft Truths to its em- 
braces brought. 
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To the Reader. 

WEre it my expect at ion\ or de(is[^^ to 
gain a Reputation for Verfe^ I 
flfouU have chofe/i a Subject more fait ed to 
move the Affections ; without humouring 
of which ^ the fmoothefi Rythms pleafe the 
the generality no better than Pictures in 
d(ad Colours. 

^ ■ 

Non fatis eft pulchra efle' Poemata Her. Jc arte 
dufcia funto, ^^'^" 

Et quocunq; vblent animiun aiiditd-" 
risagunto. 

Verfe fhould befoft^ andfweet^ as well as . 

. ISIoving the ravijVd Soul like fluid Air. - 



.; 



3Vr ,u thofe Comnti,nds^ which enyioble 
ihefe Endeavours^ were entirely with re-- 
fpeB to pub lick benefit : if I can attain that • 
if^dy tho with the cenfure of being an ill' 
Poety or what perhaps would be worfe for 
mcy A tolerable good one\ Ijhall be cofj'- 
tent^ y/zfc^iO//g.David dancing before the 
Ark^ to appear vile, or like one of theaSini. 5* 20, 
vain Fellows. I muft coitfefs, Ih'adnot- ' ^** 

finijh^d thk'l'tsk, before I met with d 

A ? Tranja^' 
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To the Reader. 

Tr^njlation of this Book mtoE^gliJh Profcy 
hy an excellent Hand^ which might haruc 
feemed pfily to fuperfede my farther Pro- 
gref. But J txn.not but believe that many 
fnay be mlling to divert t he wf elves with 
thisy who would think the other not fuffici- 
intly entertaining ; for which I take leave 
tq affly that of the admirable Herbert ; 

A Verfe ip^y find him who a Sermpn fUes^ 
And turn idclight into a Sacrifice. 

Meafure is ^t leafi an art of Memory j 
4n help for the treafuring up thafe thoughts 
which may i^r^ch our Miffds ; fuch I am 
fure Grotius^^ are ; and what fo well de-* 
ferve to be thought on more than once^ that 
lam confident manjy who have read both 
the, J^atin and Englijh Profe^ my^ and the 
prigi^al Dutch Verfe too^ will not think 
their time lofi in reading the fame Argu-^ 
ments repeated, in fuch a way as I have 
reprefented th^ impreffion which they made 
upon my Mind. Wherein J mufi needs fay ^ 
1 never labour d for afecond T bought j if 
(he firjlj withoiit offending a^ainfi the com- 
Qk) thitwmy '^(ijf rulesy or (a) practice of Verfe ^ feemd 

^^m iA ^k ^^^^M ^^ ^^P^f ' Grotius'j Senfe ; nor 
Vttfi two J^itt hunted /fboutfor taking Epithets, or Flow^ 
lo^tlmtbi ^^•^j but left Truthj and dry reafoningy to 
^'^ thvr natural $nergyy if not Graces. 

i 




To the Reader. 

I cannot hut flatter my [elf ^ that in fe- 
ver al places I have removed fame Clouds ^ 
and made the Arguments more eafy t/> be 
ccmprehendedy by taking from their lengths 

The Truths here prof ounded^ are of that 
nature^ that me-thinks the Mindfljouldbe 
eager to come to the proof of them^ and 
impatient even cf Ornaments tphich ma^ 
detain from the full view of their de^ 
lightful features. . 

If however this Verfion appear dull and 
fiat J I hope it mil be confidered that it is 
but a Copy of a Copy ; and if I had under ^ 
fioodthe Original Dutch Poem, as I/hould 
have had more dffiftance to Fancy y I know 
not but I might have offered here fome^ 
thing more Poetical. 

Tetjlill it mufi have been as careleJSand 
unlaboured as now it /V, unlefl could have 
ftoltn more time from a Life not undBivty 
than I fear the Critiques will think^I have 
already but thrawn away on this accajion. 
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M Virum Qrnatiffimum— -3r:r4:ds 
Veritate Chriftianae Religionis ab eo- 
dern in Verfus Anglic^nos tradijfta. 

BElIa canant alii nullos habitura triutnpfiqs, 
Et male convcrfos cognata in yifcera 
cives^ 
yiftorefq-, fui populos, dum yincitur Hoftis 
Qui conlanguineum genus eft ; aliiq; theatr jis 
Spe lucri, aut aurse nimio popularis amorc 
Perpetuo infudcnt, quibus & fua carmina 

vendant i 
FirrQvos parrent alii, fua crimina, Amoresr, 
fX quae Bella gerunt, Veperis dum caftra fe- 

quuntur. , * 
Kobilius moliris opus,.dum lacra Profanis 
Pofthabitis niodo bella cams, leu fundere 

verfus, 
Seu vitam vera pro RelUgione paratus. 
Nobiliora canis, dum Relligiopis avicse 
Impulfus fludio, facili facra dogmata vepa^ 
Et rerum a prima dechicis Grigine caufas- 
Mafte igitur virtute nova •, myfteria tantllm 
Voce quidem, at flrida, ftridto velut enfc 

tucris. 
Exemplar fuperavit opus, mihi crede, nee undaet 
Piirius ex ipfo jam femper fonte bibentur. 
Pegafidas quifquis duxit te primus ad undas 
tSoji leviter tinxit, fed p^eno flumine merfit ^ 
Kam mode yitales 6rmHs fi dnceret auras, 
Nonaliom ambiret vatem ; tarn divite fundis 

Quae 






Ad Virum Ornatiflimum, (^c. 

Qux non fola fides docuit myfteria vena : ^ 
Sjsitcaius.ell& DennriK i^ prellibs occmis.unum 
Efle Deum tanttim, feu quae miracula ChrUlus 
Edidit, enumeras, feu Chrifti dogmata veris 
Annumeranda canis,feu forte objefta repellis : 
Nee tantbm Grotium ubi debeat Alglica 

'Tcllusi ' 

Munus & ilia tuum magni prsfaga Maronis 
Parsfuerit^C^) rurfus mundoSaturniaRegaa ^4^ virgiTj 
Qu£ Ipondet, fobolemq, novam, CdeleftuSas /o«rr^ Eci^m^ 

ortam contamng tht 

Oris progeniem, wagnnm Jovia Incremwtmn. ^J^^^ "^^ 
Nep tantum vates, legumqi peritus ubiqi '. £2l ' 
Audisj (Jf) fed quae ctiam fudere OracUSi- Q[)AnAfptn' 

byllX . dix inPrtfe 

Linceus agquatis appcndis lancibus, idem mctmng Fr§^ 
ttfoffm, & v^es, & .onfHltijfmHi ^qni. ^^f^^^ 

, * sularly tht Sh 

Accinebat David Aborcrombii) iju. 






To 



:- y ■ • ' ■ . 

'J. « s ■ 1 » «• t.- • • . # ■ • I- ■ • * , - ' J, ■ * '. 



'i'^ J 



* 
r. 



■^MN*! 



To my Learned, and Ingenious Friend 
— — K)n his Tranflation of Grotim de 
vtrkitte Religiom Chrifiiana, iftto Engf 
lilh Verfe. 

\]\TH^ t^i»s of old did Great Lucretius 

To /6w fitth Gods, as did Mankind firf^e f 

linthifiking^fiftkjS Bilngs^ free frot^fniny 

Did lazily in endle^Pteafures reign. 

A State fo baft:^ no Gen rous Heroe woud 

After hisdeaih^ vouchfafe to he a God. 

But yon on hamper Theamf your Thoughts 

Which thofe fantaftick Notions quite deflroy ; 
In charming Nnfnbers my flick Truths reherfe^ 
And prove a Powerful^ ABive Godj in Verfe. 
Toufhefv him Great y Jufty Merciful j arid Good^ 
By whom all things are made^ all under flood. 
The Night is Day to himyhisfiercing Ray^ 
Dos all the Secrets of our Souls difjflay \ 
Our Thought Sy ere they proceed to aBion^ 
He knoivsyand all our Anions when theyr don. 
No Grove y no Cave, no Cloud is fo ohfcure^ 
Can from our God a guilty Head fecure. 
The Heav nly Vengeance does like {lightning 

pierce 
The dark Keoeffes of the Vniverfe : 

Yet 



To my Learned and Ingenious Friend, <^i?. 

T^t takes of humane Race frofitiosis care^ 
Seesy and kncms tvrj things is evrf where. 

i 
the Noble Building Le^^ned Grotius rais% 
By you adortfd^ ii doubly to be fraisd. 
Tou t4> his Arguments J and weighty fenfty 
Ha've added Beauty y and Magnificence. 
So to an Ancient Churchy plain built ^ undlowj 
^rca gives an higher Ro^y andCnfah : 
Long remsofPikirs the whale Yrame fuffert^ 
And that 'which was Go£s Hmfe^ . becomes his 
. Court. 

■ 

Hail great Apoftle pf the Mufts, hail f 
May your Ex^fmfU o re their Sons frrwaily 
To change Paraaffus for yMr 3km Hiilj 
And^ their Minds with divine Raptures flL 
III Pl/ySj falfe Ssctjry empty Songs no more^ 
Henc^orth frophane our hallowed Britijh{hore\ 
Before your A^k may their lewd Dagons faU^ 
And you without Dragoons convert tbm ^* 



y E. 
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To his worthy Friend — "— ^on his Yef fiofl 
of Ht^o Grot my of the Truth of Chri^ 
ftian Religion, into Engiifh Verfe. 

^Tplf notyDisr Sir ^ the leafi ambitiatts aim 

JL-. Of being noted for Poet ick VUmcy 
OrwithfixMtei your^s ta mix my Nnme ; 
Hhatnop^inv^itesmyMufctocelebrAtc. 
Thofe frdfesy yon hdve juftly got if Uie : 
But ds a Tribute to our Friendfhip due^ 
Thdt I this flcnder Offering make to you. 
^/*Noah, iSPith a fious frmnefy fiood 
\Agdinfi pyjffaults cf^t^e invading Fiood^ 
Until thofe happy day x the welcome Dove. . 
The Olive brought ^ by Orders from Above ; 
So you in ftormy Weather have I feeny 
Eafyin Thmghtj and of. aMindferent^ 
Vntil thofe Clouds Jehovah did dijperfcy 
And led your fetled Thoughts to f acred Verfe : 
A^d furely from Above you took that Fire, 
For no^ below fuch thoughts coiildere infpire. 
For J David-//jt^, your char?ning Lyre you 

firing. 
In praife and honour of :tl) Eternal Kjng^ 
But frfi of all) as a wife Architeily 
Whoy that he may un^aken Piles ereSl, 

Sees 
• r 



To his worthy Friend, &c. 

Sees his foundations [olid, are and furey 
The only means his Buildings to fecure j 
^0 while Religion does your Numbers 0y 
And fdfeeily jlms from your judicious J^iBj 
Tour Cdrner-'fipnej and Princifles you take 
From him ^ rvho did thofe equal.Ptetepts make. 
Andfirjt ^gainfi Ath^ijlsyou his Being Prpve^ 
And all their jbaBorP Argumehis fihnove. 
With fir ongefi- Reafons then you fldinlvjhofp. 
That all his Attributes frorns Ejlencefiaw ; 
And, this in Verfe^ and terms fo well exfrefi^ 
As "tfHe taught from your tnfpired Breafi. 
Thenhy yofirVerfe^ you liberty have givn * 
To Providenceja^hich fon^e com^dto Hean?fi^ 
As did Lucretius, ^ who had fondly taught^ 
The lazy Gods of earthly things nere thought. 
In better colours you the Go^ead Jbon^y "p 
And fully frove^ to Providence we ow > 
The change & turns of all things here below. 3 
Then hixt Religion^ you in all its farts 
Have furely fortifi^dy by the befi Arts 
Of Verfe and Reafon^ and to tV World evince y 
That Piety nere fir anger was to fenfe. 
Jiere may the empty noify Town-Gallant j 
Who knows no Language but the modijb Canty 
Whofe tedious minutes fiick ufon his hands ^ 
And make him curfe the fiow and lingring 

Sands ; 
By your ^ Example learn his time t^ employ 
Op thingfjf that yield a folid lofting joy. 

Thm 



To his worthy Friend, &ci 

Thus tmfj^t by youy hejpeedily will findy 
No Pleajuns eaual thofe^oth^ pious Mind; 
But thS in vffcUrchofe Numbers you excels 
And true Philofofhy your Verfe does fwelli *' 
Tet no confinement knows your u{five Soul^ 
But rifles other Jrts witMut cdntrouL 
Tou into thedfirufefi Notions dive^ 
And loaded with the fweets return from 

th'Hive. • 
Nor does the kndtty LaWy which few untwijiy 
Tour fiercing'^udgment^s con^ringforce refifi^ 
AndthS to fome it takes Gigantick Form^ 
Tetyouits Frowns and Menaces do /corn ; 
And heing ^recome at your exfence and toil^ 
The weaker Heads may bear away the Sfoil. 
Thus joining Law to Piety ^ you Prove y 
The Caw not more of Serpent hath than Dove^ 

A. M. 



■■PBVi|P*iValMHa^BHMMMHaM«Mi«»*«MMMMMiipMa^nMhtfMa«k«*iM«^ibi 



Ti^ 



Ta 



I r« » 







* -, . 



Tp his Friend the Author. 



POtp W fr cosher r b&tt^trc thtt f^am^ 
Ii^ji$U or ktcy^trntidi^i^ hiCMit ^ 
In fleafwg NnmlHiirs Srkifh B^rdx rf M 
To thHift'niiig Cr$Hd Rei^imdidm^.* 
Jn Verfa th^ ch»fc thm R^fMtts ta neprtfi, 

RcHgicm jirdaiHrs thtifi the^ did injfir^j. 

uind kindle with a fure Poetick Fire» 

f riM^K Mufes m^defi yirgins were^ 

Nere fimg liha might cffmi the ch^t^ jE^r ^. 

In Itnuly Drefs esch Vertnt did adorn^ 

In Hgly Shafts each Vice ex^d H. [cam. 

But now tnrn d Pro^tMets^ Hfon, the Stagt^ 

They teach not Manners^ bnt cormft the Age \ 

Their eafy Province in our Time has been^ 

To raife ostr Luft^ or gratify our Spleen^ 

MalicioHpy to mwrder a Good Name^ 

j$nd amongfi others^ Verfe it felf defottm 

'If mth more Chajiityy and Ufs ef Spitsk^ 

Some modem Poets (et themf elves to writer: 

It iswithfulfome Praife to court a Friend^ 

And hafely flatter for feme bafer End j 

Grofly they lay the thicl^. f^arnijb. on^ 

Where Natnre made the worjh Cemflcxton i 

And thm the Sanity of Ferfe is fiain'^di 

Apolld^s facred Temfle thusprofasHd.. 

But this oHT Author in afiomfirmn 

The Poet and Dhnne tmtes again ; 

His Mhfe at'once doth both iriffruSfj andpleapi^. 

She gilds the Pill which cures the Mnd'sDife^L 

So wed(s our Appetite to what is good^ 

So weary gremn of plain^eft whoJjfomiFML 

Tha 



To his worthy Friend the Author. 

TTfoi Wit and Verfe mnfiffice it for owr tafic^ 
Or elfe oarfqueamifh Stomacki choofe t0 faft^ 
Tho Truth more nakfdmay in Profe afpekr^ 
Shis more alluring thus^ and not lefs clear. 

Haff^ MiUntainer of oar Faith in Verfe^ 
Proceed Lucrettan Atomes to differfe ; 
Proceed Eternal 'truths thm to reherfe ^ 
Sitch Truths for all that FiHion may atone ^^ 
Poets did e'^re invent to fleafe their own^ « C 

jind make fucceeding \Times'\for realfwal^ 
law dovm: } 

Snch Truths enlightned Minds on Earth improve^ 
uind fropagate immortal Songs above. 
Henceforth more facredjhoB the Mufes bij 
jind more adored the Art of Poefjj 
Haffy jljfiftant of Divinity. 

E. LK 




ERRATA. 

The Itader is ddired to amend with his Pen theft fol*. 
lowii^ Errors in the Print s and tho the frequent falfe 
pointings may change the fenfe in many places ; ^tis 
hoped a little regard to the connexion, or manner of the 
Expreflions, may redify them. 

Age 7.1ine i2. ^Tmaktdn^icskiebtdn. P. 15.1. i. f. 



p 



CataUus^ r. Catullus. P. 2^. li^. i. RtmSj r. Tiins. 
P. 5^. 1. 12. f. Pfdy r. fyFd. P. 75. 1. 7. f. Sov^raig^ r. 
Sovyaign. P. 7^. 1. 5. LconfareyT. compares. P. 83. 1. 28. f, 
eanquefts^ r.cofijuifts. P. 98. 1 8. Lai^t.do. ib. 1. 1±. r. 
Ihlocaufls. ib. 1. 24. f. fleas^i^ r. f leafs. P. 99. 1. 2 ^ £ w;/i, 
r.iohdm. P*io$.inMarg.f.iir,tfff. ?.io6.l.4.f.fbokldyr. 
vmli. P: ii'].\.6.i.d^awdt^ i.diffwadt. P. 120. 1* 12, 
tftraxgeryufirortger. P. 122. UtOit. t\ P. 145. L 2.£ Dr- 
IVfoiJi u ktloptory.t. 162. lij.i Ecle^^es^ r. Exfrtlfions. 

Grotius 



(O 




SBSss:9sassaas^a^^!i^:i^!issags 



G R o T I u s his Arguments for the 
Truth of Chriftian Religion, re»- 
dred into plain Englif? Verfe. 

THing^ vifible declare a Gcd unfecn : T. 

Some things 'tis obvious did in time ^^ ^^^ * ! 
begin : • 

And thefc could never their own 
Beings caufe i 
Nothing we're fiirc could ad before it was. 
It*s rife fix)m fomething clfe it then muft draw^ 
Which holds as well in what we never faw j 
From "vAidi thhigs fubjed to our Senfes came," 
Till that we find which always was the {ame^ 
And this is God) whatever be the Name : 
A Being neceffary to exift *> 
For elfe die World muft have beginning mift, 
• This alio the confent of Nations proves, 
Where c'rc Barbarity Reafbn removes. 
What only from Opinion rofe, we fee 
Men often change, nor in the fame agree ; 
This Noticxi always, in all places found, 
Kd even jirifinie^s Doubts confound. 
Some caufe is needfiil then to be ailign'd. 
Which 



And dus God's Revelaytion muft be thought,^ f] 
Traditioii ' 



If it s the fisfi, you grant the thing is fought : > > 

B But 



3 ®f tide Cntrtj Of 

But if the laft ^ in what's of fo much weight. 
Why (hould liril Parents propagate a Cheat ? 
If whcrefoe're Humanity is known. 
They the Idea of a Godhead own \ 
In places late found out, and long ago. 
Not only with the dull, but witty too » 
Thefe would unmask it, if it were delign. 
Nor could the others lay a Plot fo fine. 
If foi»c in fev'ral Ages have appeared. 
Who feem'd as if no Godhead they jcver'd, 
'Tis an Objedion nothing to be fearM : 
For few they've been, their Arguments but vain, 
Such as a Profely tc could rarely gzm : 
'Twas not from Rjeafon common to Mankind, 
But fome Difeafc, or Folly, of the Mind, 
An affedation fomcthing new to (how, ' 
Like him that Blacknefs would afaibe to Snow : 
Or, no right Judgment could by fuchtc paft, 
Be'ng like the Sick,whofe Mouths arc out of tafte. 
And this the rather is to be bcliev'di 
Becaujfefrom all th' Accounts we have rcCeiv'd^ 
We find the bell of Men were always thofc, 
Who with the notion of a God did dofe. 
That a diffent from what fo long obtained. 
Only with Miiids depravM its aedit gainM, 
Whofe vic'ious Int'rells cann't a Godhead bear. 
To pafs right Judgment on their Adtioas here, 
Ev'n hence is feen > that whatfoer''c they fain, 
Whethei' fucceflion in an cndlefe chain. 
Or the wild Atoms undirefted dance, 
Or whatfbever Scheme they pleafe t' advance \ 
The Difficulties all recur, or more, 
Than lay agaiuft what was received bdEbre. 
Some fcem to disbelieve a Deitie, 
Bccaufe they cann't his Saacd Pficfeoce &c : 

But 



But thcfe, if they can any thing defcry, 
Muft cv'n the being of their Souls deny, 
Which ne're were Tub jed: yet to mortal eye : 
Nor ought 'gahift this Idea more to ftrive, 
Bccaufe their (hallow reas'nings cann't arrive 
To underftand the Nature which they -iind i 
For it belongs to the inferior kind, 
Not fully to conceive of what's above : 
Beafts, of Man's nature, cann't rit Judges prove i 
Lefe, how the few firft gave the many Law, 
And by what methods kept the Roia in awe ; 
How Men could trace the flights o'th' ftarry hoft. 
And round the dangerous Deep in (afetycoaft. 
Thefe things above their reach muft be confeft j 
And Man, as he excels the down-k)okt Bead, 
Should think that he who made him to excel, 
Does in a diftanoe far above him dwell s 
And that there is an Excellence unknown, 
Becaufe it is fuperiour to his own. 

Having thus found a Deity above, n. 

Let's try how we his Attributes can prove : That tbei-e is but 

One Proof concerning them hi this does lie, ^ ^^* ^^^« 
That what he is, is by neceffity. 
And this clearly infers the Unity '^ 
For if we this extend to more than one, 
We unto numbers infinite muft run. 
What docs exift by neceflary Law, 
That Force muft into ad'ual being draw^ 
And this to fingle things muft be applyM i 
But when we (peak of gen'rals, 'tis dcny'd. 
Multiplications too of thing? we know. 
From a fecundity of Caufes flow h 
And as tlK numbcts of the Caufes were. 
So are ^^SdSb more nun:)eious^ ok raic 9 

'.. ^ Pi But 
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But nothing caus'd the Deity to be.' 
In difle'rcnt things we differences fee h 
*rh'£flcnce, not Difference, is needful here 5 
Nor does one fign of many Gods appear ; 
The linivcric, a lingle World is found. 
One radiaRt Sun enlightens all around* 
In ev'ry Man only one living Soul 
Is all in ev'ry part, and in the whole. 
Were there, befides, more than one Deity, 
In Pow'r and Will all abfolutely free. 
How if th'Almi^ty Powers fhould difagree 
Should one be oppofite to th'others Will, 
Each could not then its purpofes fulfil \ 
, But this is far below a PowV Divine. 
That ^"/ Pi ^^^^' ^^^ Perfedion in this God does (hine v 
(tam'^is in God. SJ^i^^ cannot but from heiKe be underftood 

That whatfoc re in things we find of good, 
Or a beginning had, or elfe had none j 
What ne're began belongs to God alone : 
That which began, being from fomething drew. 
And fince from nothing, nothing ever grew i 
It follows, what Perfedlions eVe are feen 
IntheEffedb, have in the Gaufcs becri ^ 
And all muft be from the firfl Cauic derived. 
Which of Perfeftion ne're can be deprived. 
What always, was can no dependance bear. 
Nor can an outward Caufc its force impair ; 
Ne're from its felf a diminution came j 
For all things at their own Pcrfedion aim. 

. ly; To thefc Perfedtions of the Deity, 

fimmU^' We cannot but afcribe Infinity \ 
lAii ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ limits we m things explore, S^ 

Are that no Caufe communicated more, > 

Ox cUc the Subje<3; could not l)oI4 the Aore '> J 

, Bttt 






But God could nothing take from any caufc > 
Since, as wcVc (hcw'd, he nf ceiflar'iiy was. 

What adk more pcrfed is, than that whicjh v. 

can't, Jbat God if i" 

And things cndu'd with Life than thofe which ^^*^ omnipo- 

want i w Jff?*^' 

WhatundcrftandSjthanthatwhichnQthmgknows, J^/ ^* 
And what is good? than what does that oppofe, 
Thcfe then wc attribute to the ippft High, 
Nor can the manner inKnite deny. 
His Life, his Pow'r, his K^pwlcdg, without end,^^. 
Nor does his Goodne^ one exception blend. > 
On what^s already ^d it does depend, j\ 

That all things owe their rife to him alone, VI. 

Who is, being of neceffity, but one. J^^ J^'* ^ 

What e'rc clfc in the IMvene has room, rtfo 'j? 

From fomcthing divers from it felf did come h 
Either immediately, or m its caufe, 
From the Divinity beginning dra\ys : 
And this not Realbn ojily, Scnle. may (hew. 
If we the Strufture of our Bodies view. 
Th'inward^and outward parts for ufe confpirc, 
Without the Parents pains, or known 
And widi an Art none can enough admire. 
This (hews the ExcelleiKe o'th'Sov'raign Mind, 
Which made this all. Much we m Galen find 
Oar AdmiratiM to confirm, or raife. 
Where th'u(cs of the Hand and Eye he weighs : 
This is dcclar'd cv^i by the Creatures mute, 
Whofe ev'ry part (bme certain ufe does I'uit, 
And takes a Figure proper to its end. 
To which the force of matter could not tend. 
Of this Inaiumates ftrong proof may yeild. 
The Plants, and painted Glories ojf the Field. 

B 3 Into 
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Into the proof this the Waters flow, 
And the the Earth by nature lie below, 
Thefe in the middle between that, and Air > 
To fee the courfe inverted is not rare. 
And Waters often interfperft with Earth, 
To give things Nourifhment, or cafy Birth* 
To have a certain aim in acSting, fliews 
A Nature underftanding what to chufe : 
But things not only ferve their proper cnd^ 
But do the good o^th' Univeric intend. 
Thus againft Nature Water does afcend. 
Left fomewhere a Vacuity prevail. 
And the great Building wanting Jundttflre, fail : 
But fuch a force could never move the whole, 
Unlefs from him who did this Mafs cpntrouL 
A(3:ions fo regular in Bcafts appiear, 
As that they from fomc Rcafbn mov'd, declare j 
For this obfcrve the laboring Bee, or Ant, 
Nor yet in others do w'Examples want. 
Who without any previous trial, ufe 
Things hurtful to avoid, helpful to chufe : 
That from no judgment of' their own it came 
Appears, in that they always a(3: the fame, 
Nor can they other things, tho Icfe, effed > 
Wherefore feme foreign Reafon did dire(9:, 
Cr elfc imprint their Natures with this force > 
And we to God for this muft have recourfe. 
The Lights above, chiefly the Sun and Moon, 
Shine forth for this as clear as is the Noon, 
Their Courfes order'd, and attemper'd (o^ 
Tint lublunary things may thrive and grow : 
ITie ready motion throu^ the Equator were,7 
But tliey go flenting to rcfireQi us here, > 

And that cacli Realm the benefits may (hare* j 
As th'Earth the living Creatures docs preferve, 
Tiif y> where much Itrongcr, humane ufes ftrvc > 

■ • . • Which 



Which made cvcii the rigid Stoicks write. 
That thtLiivcrfe was made for Man's delight : 
But fincc no Pow'r of Man could e're attain. 
Over the bright Celeftial Hoft to reign. 
Nor could they put themfelves under his (way j 
Tis then as fomc Superiour they obey j 
And this muft weeds be that eternal Mind, 
Which the vaft Fabrick of the World defigrfd,| 
And the Contextures wonderfully joyn'd : 
The Stars eccentrick Motions this proclaim. 
Which not from matters force, but a free Agent 

came: 
This the Polltions they above maintain. 
And the une<}ual form of Land, and main : 
That this way, more than that, the Stars enclinc^ 
As in th'appointed places of the Heav'ns theyfliine. 
The Eartn in the moft perfed form is found. 
Which all Men muft cc^fs to be the round* 
Some of its parts ev'n iix Hfsav^is bofom laid. 
Declare the Pow'r which that Extrufion made. 
Is there a Sot who can to chance afcribe, 
What is more accurate tlian we can defcribe ? 
As if a cafiial Coalition cou'd 
Make a fair Edifice of Stone and Wood, 
Or Letters with an accidental caft. 
Should make a Poem through all Ages like to lafU 
Who Geometrick Figures law on fhdre. 
Did thence the footfteps of a Man explore. 
Knowing that Cliauce could ne're (uch things 

compoic. 
That Man began in time this alfo (hows, 
Thajt by degrees Arts to improvement rofc, 
, That fev'ral ftill fucceilive Ages find 
Places before unpeopled with Mankind, 
And they their Language from fomc Nei^hboQis 
Or them who the ducovery did make ; (t^ke, 

B i]. Some 
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Some gcnVal Iiiftitutions too, have bc^n 
So common ur^to all the race of Men, 
That them not inftin<9:, or coUedive thought. 
So. much as a more plain Tradition taught » 
Such 3s was Saaifice in pious Rites, 
And Sliame firft bluftimg at unchaft Delights, 
The folemn tying of the NuptiaJBaiid, 
^nd flying inceft tho without command. 

/vn. • Nor ought we, becaufe Ul does footing gain, 
iJ&!* !^. To faife a Queftiori, whether God does reign > 
emingthi cojfi As caus d by him that never did cxift, 
•/ EvU. He niadc drfy what truly does fubfift , ^ 

From what Subfiftencc has, there may proceed 
Such Accidents as is an humane Deed : 
He Man, and his (uUimer Mind^ did make, 
With a full pow'r to chufe what Path to take : 
This is a glorious liberty of Will, 
Good in it felf^ tho it produces ill : 
This which is moral ilF, beyond difpute 
'Tvvere impious to the Godhead to impute : 
But it his Gbodnefs does not cloud i'th'leaft. 
That what is ill, as on the Senics preft, 
From him flioiild come, to piinifli what is paft, 
Or to induce a better Life at iaft i 
Tho 'tis like PliyGck, naufeoiis to the tafte. 
VIII '^^ ^^^ ^^^ health vi^e of our Souls do owe. 
Agmft two 5P^^*^ ^^^"^ ^^^ Principles think all things ffow h 
. Frinciples^ or The ill from one^ as abfolutely bad, 
Ckfffsofthirjis. As that was good, v^^hence th'other bemg had : 

But (hould fuch contrariety "be found. 
How could the courfe of thrng? keep on their 

round? 
One would the other's Workmanfliip deftroy, 
An5 ndthcr it's Creation could enjoy* 

. HI 




tie €WSxm 

111 abfolutc could never felf-exift, 

Buttittn 

In that of being it is not dcpri 

That all things here below direfted arc DC. 

By the Ahni^ty's Providential Care pat the Vm* 

From hence is feen, that not only Mankind, wfebiovtmd 
Happy to have an vmdprftanding Mwd^ ^ - 

ButBirdsand Beafts, with fomethiiiginit'sflead) 
Tenderly cherifh what thcmfel^^ have bred : 
That this partakes of Goodnefe, need we prove-? 
And who can froni the Godhead this remove ? 
The rather, fince no limits can be found, 
Whi(;h may t'his Knowledge or his Pow\ give 

bound. 
What c're is done, or to be done, he knows V 
And what can hinder when he'll intcrpofe ? 
What was before obferv'd ^ how ^hings forfakc * SilkS* 
The Tendencies they of themfcjlve? would take. 
That they may f^c the common end of all, 
Under this Head as properly may fell. ' 

• 

That the Celeftial Grbs do not confine ^ ^•, ^ 

The Influences of Providence Divine, SS/ 

What's feid already fully may pcrlwadc * 

( For that exerts its force to all things made. ) 
The CouHcs of the Stars beiides appear, 
To be appointed for our Service here ; 
But that, ftnr which another thing's ordain'd. 
The mcnre immediate care muft needs have gained. 

Out of a fottifli Error fbme contend, ^ ^^ jEi« 

That Providence don't fingle things intend, giUar. 
But only univerfek ? which pretence 
Would bar cv'n G6a of his tiwn Provi&nce : 

Nos 
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Nor can that Knowledg infinite be thought 
C As God's is prov'd in what^s already brought ) 
Which does not take in all thbigs fingulax : 
If thus his Knowledge what impedes his caic > 
Since we in fingle things, as fiich, may view 
Their proper end, and univerfal too ? 
. Tis own d that Gen'rals through his care exift. 
And th«y only in Shigulars fubfilT: 
If thefe for want of Providence expire,- 
The kinds ♦of them wc (hould iii vain defirc* 

^ XI. Th)^ fpecial Influ'encc of a Pow^ above, 

Tiupmrdfrom Kiiagdoms and Commoiirwealths continued, 

^ "^^ A form of. Government that firft prevail'd, 

Has not through ^maiiy Trads of Agp s fail'd ; 
For this we might all Eliftories apply. 
Where a Rcpublick, where a Monarchy^ 
All the Contxivances and Plots of Men, 
' ' If they unfettle, brii^ the {ame agen > 
So that againft a long rixt Pow'r to fight, 
Scertis ev'n the Providence of Heaven to flight. 
Tho Human Wifdom might prefcrve it long. 
Yet the fubjeded Rabble are lb ftrong, 
Such the Vicifitudcs of human things 
That none could fix them but the King of Kings. 
But then this Providence chiefly appears. 
When tb.c Foundations of a State he tears '•> 
This Cyms^ AUxa^ider^ C£far too, 
Tartarian Cingi^ and Na^icaa Anew. 
Thefc Men in tniiigs where Prudence has a (hare. 
By far beyond its force {iicccfsful are ^ 
Nay, tlie mlcertainty of . things below^ 
Unto their profp'rous Fortunes fcems to bow > 
When like Events to the fame conftaiit end 
As 'twere by a Gonfpiracy do tend. 

They 

I* * 
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They argue a dircftion firom on high : 
Sometimes a lucky fiic turns on the Die \ 
But if the fame an hundred tim^s you fling, 
'Tis evident it from fbme Art mull fpring. • 

But Miracles afford the cleareft fign ^ffl. 

Of a prefiding Providence Divine, f ** ^^^i^-' 

And the fore-knowlcdg of Futurity, 
Of which we have fuch Proofs as none deny 5 
Siiice (jrod is infinite in Pow'*r and Skill, 
Can any thing withhold his Sov'ragin Will^ 
From adihg and imparting to Maiikind, 
What beyond Naturc^s courfe he has defign'd ? ""l 

That very Courfe he did at firft ordain. 
But if inferiour Minds to this attain i 
Much more may God, who fuffers what they do, 
( If they do not his full intent puriiic ) 
In Kingdoms conftituted where we live. 
Who made the Law, can Difpcnfation give. 

That Miracles have been we may bdieve, ^ ^^t^amm^ 
If we the Story of the Jews receive ^ tkJtl^S> 

Whence their Religion of fuch date we know, ha:ve additmd 
Tho all things have conffAr'd its overthrow ; Cndit from tbt 
It long has been deprived of humane Aid, mtinuance^ ef 

And ev ry where a Scoff and By-word made v ^^' ^^'^^^ 
Yet IHU continues, when all others move 
( Except the Chriftian, which does that improve ) 
As foon as that Authority is gone. 
Which forced, or laid inviting Colours on. 
Thus fell the Pagan^ Mahomet's docs lafl, 
Bccaufe it's Empire's date not yet is paft^ 
If any ask me what could be the caufe. 
Which gave fuch rooting to the Jewifli Laws ? 
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'Tis fJain, it was the Miracles were wrought. 
When God himfelf did lead^and for them fought. 
And which were by a dear Tradition taught. 
Which ijiigbt be tracM firom Father unto Son, 
Till they reacht Mofef , and the Son of Nnn : 
Who elfe can think liich ftubbom Men as they. 
Would fo fevere a Ritual Law obey ? 
Or, thjt a People evidently wife, 
Would chufe with fo much pain to circunicife ? 
Which other Nations needs muft have conteiiui'd: 
Nor coul4 them in it felf to God commend 
XIV. il/(>/r^ his Sacred Writings, where we find 

Ify th$ Tmh Thcfe Miracles to memory confign'd > 
rflSfoSiS^ Not only this their laftmg Credit gave, 
^jj^ * That the Tradition, which the Hebrews have, 

Sfeaks him to be of God chofe, ai^ infpir'd ; 
But that he his own Glory ne're defir'd. 
Nor fought disadvantage erf* hisFriends,or Blood > 
From lietKc is^nanifeflly underftood, 
That his own Sins he never fecks to hide > 
, And the High-Priefthood to his Line dem'd. 
As well as in chief Civil Pdw*r to place, 
Fi:^ig them with the vulgar Levites Race ; 
Which fticv^ he had no caufc to falfify \ 
Nov did he ufib that Art bccomds a Lie : 
No vamifli to fct off a Audited Tale > 
But Truth did with its native force prevail. 
Confider further the unequalled Age 
Of the known Writings of this Jewifti Sage : 
The Greeks .y to whom moft own their Learning 

due. 
Theirs from abroad moft evidently drew. 
And many Proofs 'twas from the Hebrews fliew. 
The^//(ry^ws. & Romany fppng from thence. 
From thofe whicn Mofes taught did filft com- 
mence. 

And 
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And Men of other Rites full witncfe bear XV. 

Unto the Ancient Truths he docs declare > ^J? ^{^ ^^^^^ 

This th' old Thosnician Hiftorics do (hew, '-^ ^^' ^^**^^ 

As we in Sanchoniatho may view. 
Jfidiansf Egyftians^ many of the Creeks^ 
Teach how the Chaos was to him that feeks i^ 
How firft the Animals , and Man at laft, 
(Man in an heavenly mould divinely caft, 
Out of the egg ( for fo they calft) did hafkr, . 
That Man had gjiv'n him pow'r o're other thingSi 
Thl% among others9 Ovid fweetly iing;; : 
And this from Grecian Poets he did take. 
That God the World into its being {pake, 
The Platomfis and Epic^trmHs thou^t, 
And he who long before in Verfes brought • 
A rich Cdle^on of what Orfhem taught. 
That the bright Sun did not produce the heaC^ 
But as it was ordainM its lucid {cat 
EmpeJocUs confeft : CatuBut too, 
Ana Aranu did in their flights purfuc 
A fixt abode d)Ove the f^ury Skys ? 
That there's perpetual Light H$mer dcfays* 
Milcfian Tbdis out of ancient Lore, 
That tbare's a God, whom nothii^ ever bore \ 
That tb'Univerfe is i^, as by him made v 
That antecedent to the Light was Shade. 
With this the. Orfhks^ JFJifwd too delights, 
And thence fome Nations count the time by 

nights. 
Wife Anaxag^ras in his icardi did find. 
That all thing? came from a fupcrior Mind. 
Smoodi ^4rMi,.that God the Stars did make, 
That from his Breath all thitigs their life did 

ttkc 
Did flrgil^ after Grecian Poets fcy, 
Jlcs*i0^ibax Man was ibrmi'd from out the CIay« 



» . . • . 



14 fl)t tl)eCrm|«f 

. Homr^ CaUimddmt^ that God is one. 
And thffiit all things proceed ;ftt»nhim^lone. 
Jliaximpu Tyr'im ftiODgly hoftfe, that this 
The unifonn confcnt of Nations is» 

To the feventh Day (not bw^ to t&ttvt the jew) 
Which in unqutftioiiM Authors one obfiirv^ 
The mem'ry ^God'fe fev'fi Days vtKdcs prc^cs. 
H^htCtbicks this, and this riit /;ii&'M ^eaks, 
Who pcwrtion oat the Seafons iiwso Weeks, 
And this the Names v4ik:h ^j;^^'deach<!ay : 
That Men at Jirft liv'd in a firnpic way. 
Their Manners rude, diey naked to the Skin 
Is ev^i in fome £^r»4Ji> Writer 6m. 
TYl Indians^ as Strabo fliewS) did cekbrate 
That Golden Age the Poets do relate : 
Wild /«A>f/ did i'th'Hiftory ag*ee. 
Of Adam, Eve, the Seipenfe, ^fiSid ihte Tkc^ 
If to Maimomdes we Cmlit give : ■- ■ 
Nay, Witncfles who ^ our Age do live, 
Affirm that Indian Pag^anskeep the fame i 
Their learned Bracbmans mtntion Ad^% name* 
Thofe at Siam 3Pcckon with tis, the World 
About the Poles lix thoirfand Years has twirl'd ; 
That at the fiift Men liv'd atboufand yeais, 
In the Caldean RegUlers appears : 
Egyptians this, with feme Phdenkiam fay > 
Nor waiit there dfedi^^ as pofitive as they. 
And this may the more eafy credit gain, 
Becaufe to after - ages did remaiil ' Cftcw 

Vaft Graves, which did the mouldrcd Bodi^, 
Corapar'd with prefcnt, of a mohftrows hfew. ' 
fanjanias and Philofiratus of Greeks, 
And this the Roman NatYlift, PUty^ fpeaks; 
How God and Angels did with Man convdrfi^ ' 
^iU lie proYobfd theit abftiice for ^ o^- 
" " After 
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After the Grceks C^^aStu docs relate \ 
And the pld Giants truly ferine ftatc^ 
With Mffts Greeks and Latins daagvee » 
And in all Nations we ibme ^txK^ may fee^ 
Of what about the Deluge he has (hown : 
All fimeio that old f^am call'd unknovcrn^ 
Thofe thing? on which the Poets Fi^ns groundi 
111 other Writers are unblended ibund^ 
Agreeing with the Truth hi Mefis fecn : 
BerofHSwitkLliicChaUlees^ jihidem 
Among th^j^frians, did hold forth the fa«ir;' 
' And the fadtick Dove the Jafi does name : 

This Gredan P/itf^<<rri&,jLi«ri4;^ mentions tins. 

Who fays, that Syrian fIier4if$Us^ 

Retained the Story of die Ark of old. 

Which the fav'drace of Men anid Beafis 4ld hold i 

In Dsffu^cttte znd AAk ilM yoa^ (cc^ 

The laft does in the name of Ark agree ; 

^poi^Mbrtfi does tranihut to fame 

DemaUerfis Story, differing but in name : 

And (cf'tA Sfani^tds do at large atteft, ' 

That in Jmmca remotcft Weft, 

The memory of the Flood they plainl/trace^ ■ 

AndpDB&rvation of all Mortal Race : 

The Raven fbrc'd to keep upon the Wmg.> Ctn. 8, 7, 1 1, 

And well-come Dove whid) th'OIive-ln^anch 
did brings 

Where Men intobited before the Flood 

By Jofft^ nam'd in P&Vgf^s undcrftood : 

And to this day Tradition docs remain 

Where th' Ark did reft,the Flood b'ing in agair 
' Mount AtwraJt on the jirmenian Plain. 

The Father of us Enrofems here, 

Jofhet ill Etimick^ Authors 'docs appear 
. /p« or y^viw die leam!d Grcchns wi^n, 
And Hammon Arts to li^A^kans had fliown, 

Names 
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JNamcs the Mo^ck Writings have prc&rvM ; 
Jofefbiu toO) and others have obierv^d. 
That many Nanaes of Men and places jQhew, 
Apparent Footfteps of what there we view. 
wWch of the Poets docs not proof fiipply. 
Of the condenm'd atteoipt to feak the Sky ? 
Clouds of Authorities confirm that Fixe, 
tn which polluted Sifdi^m did expire. 
We might as^many Witnefles produce. 
To (hew that Cixcunicifbn was in uTey 
An4 this continues among Jbram\ Seed, 
With Ifma elites^ ^ Idtmean breed : 
TheHift^ry of the ancknt Patriarchs too 
In Philo\ Sanch^matbo we view > 
tn Hecat£iu this, and Damafcei^^ 
Birafm and JDir/^irfrr^i may be feeu > 
Artaffiw^ and EnpoPmHs^c may add : * 
This he who wrote the ^rnous Off hies had 
Some part of this Jufiins leam'd Book affords. 
Which :from fomfcitu Trdgtu he records > 
Scarce one of.thembuttelb of Mofes's feme. 
How he was fcv^d fiom water tKOrfhics name^ 
% And Aatltwo TaMcs he from God rcceiv'*d. 
And Polemon confirms what's here believ'd. 
Several of the Egyptian Writers (hew 
How vainly PbaroVs Hoaft did Jfracrs Flock 

purfue. 
And who chat thiiiks of M>fa can believe^ 
That he fllould e're have ventured to deceive > 
Whea with wife Enetnies trncompaft round. 
Who would have noted all the faults they founds 
If former Authors what he wrote controul'd^ 
Or 'twere oppos'd by a Tradition old. 
Or he of the then pre(ent times did tell. 
What Witoeilcs then living couU xefel; 
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SkilianT)iotbte{'lHp^ the yoiing, " * - 

Longinus of ftibKttiity of Tongue, .. . .^ 

Strabo^ and TaciittSj of i/W^i-{pcak V. ' . ** 
JanrnU and Maninis^ in their Sorpmes Aveak, 
When they his Credit to impair did fetk,' 
TheT^lmttd!, Plif^ jiPHleiuSy rrame. '*■ ,^ 
Sftme I^wSjarid ftiti/afejwhich fiom/f/^^^ caitiei;. 
The golden Titijagorfitn Vcifes ffiew,-. ' . ' \ 
And many or tfrJe^try oil (^IfewJittt .'may \icw. * ^ 
SVr/i^^ andTr^iwTeftiirt • ''■. ^ .: 

How juft, how piriiis, the old Je^ d?d live t 

What we ef Jojhtia^ and others 'v^d^ • ' , 7^ 
Early or lat^' to memory confign'S,- * ! ' '. v 
Agreeing with the Jews, need noVte jom d J ji 
Since he wfio will to Mofes ctdd^t gitt; - ' . 
Whom now it were a fliame to* disbelrcvd '. - , 
Muft not deny; which here we Ibagbt to prove. 
That Grbd ril a tnitacMous way did movfe, ; i 

Excecdhig all the .Laws which Nature knew * 
That he fuch Aifts in after-tirtics did fli^w. 
As when £/i//ife, and £/a[/R^ livM^ ^ •'•'•..". 
IswithlefshefitancctoberecdV^dV ;-' ■••*^' l':\':{.. 

Bccaufe the Jews were then bec6q|Xei^ft?^ "' 

Their Rites held tnorein deteffetioh; • - *' ,'. \\] r. a * 
The Wcnrld then cofuld act buthave^^oasEyesi' v:Ji:: 
And flop die growth of the moff Ipecrpus'Iics. ^ 
Haxjom and Lycophnmes do tell : '. .t-; ; • 

What in the "Iwairwing Whale ywi^ ' .m-- • 

Only the name for /ffrci</« th^ change, ... I . 
To whom they us'd t'impute tn^gs great, "and .- • • . \ 
ftrange. • * :.''-' 

The truth of Hiflory did jHlidnforCc, ' ( morfe ). ^ • 
( Who nc'rc t'wards Jews or Chtiftians had re* 
To own, di?* God da often Jews ftifpirc, 
And bunift £toVifc*sSacrifce wkhftd^^ 

C . Add 



mZ jDf tie ^c:nieft or 

Add to this &rthcry that dse Jcwift* Lmr 
All vain pretence to Pyoph^ dkl awe t 
hdid Obedience to th«t Eti^ oerfWade^ 
Y^ they that iaaed QflSce feared t'inyadc : 
£^-4/, and others wifer than the refty y 

That diey were leis than {^phiC9 ftfll confirm 
This gift ibme Age^ befi^re Jf/^ ceaii. j 

But wnq on many miU'ciis could iit^fe ^ 
With (^odkics they dM to a^ > 

SuchastheH^p^^ 
That L%ht ^ iWh.whicb ttoicc (honcfortk 

to alL 
<;kmtinu'dfrefiitiUtheMTemifl^^^ fidlv 
Jb this fiidicertsun Faidi have all the Jews^ 
As that 'twas known to diei]? FoKe-&ttMS^hiWs« 
XVL To this (^ Mim;les^ we inay ibbioyn 

'*J^i5^ Another proof of Providence Divine, 
udk:iFr$dp^i* The knowlcdg of Contingmcics to comc^ 

^' Which was IiSpaKedftom^e, to feme" 

When not onccauiC) or (kb could then app^ 
To theih thdr Times anoTendencies were dear, 
CA)Jt^.6.26. As th'Qrbity (^ him who Aould xcfioic 
$c I Rings 16. JerkocaxSkhf (^) %Am long before. 

^. & altogf * More than tfaiacc hundied^jprs e're *twas t'cxpire : 
$*j. 15. £f4iah toa<c) Cirui the great does name, 

£0 ^44*l8* And his chief Aotons &icc made jlax)wn to £une. 
^.45* '• JiTHPakm bom Cd) CaUun'&sothm^ fireed^ 

f O im''*"* 2^**^ ^^^ ^^ % (iiouU yet (0 Tuccccd^ 

(/} Duu 2. i^^^^ of the Afl^rian Monarchy^ 

32. ft 39* 7, 5* JDanict (/) £d m the wom(> of 1 ime defcry^ 

iiOj^^<^^ Then diJkKmkkr Oiduid^mgro&italL 
nvnL\' t Sekuc9tt tbm, and PtoPon^ (*) part dhdde^ 
^. *^'-* What miiihicf toild 60m tbc^hg iO^cwsM- 
Q)lb. odc^ But 




fiat d)iefly fiom (k) Amfochut At Aenown'd : (Q Da.8«a|b 
Tbe4mthofthcfe^p^ien&ai€luiigf^F|^ 24* 

To dus poor fubterfiige he driven was^ 
Thatthi^ wttt wrote after tfiey catte to p^ 
J^t weaswelliwartndiipiitenQayraiie^ . 
Who wrote die Books whence ITiriH has Ins 

I^ifev 
The £aM«v knew not that by fnxer finie^ 
Than had die Jews ftir what Ixm P4»^/^^ 



Did hot oiflfcraaf FMudioitt (hew^ '^ 

What Mixko (houU feel, and ridi P/rn, > 
Which die identMs 5fiii^i&ihoidd fid^ 
To diis diofe rnany Dieaim we m^ K&r, 
WhiditoEvQitsfonQ>ReijpondenDebcar, / 
Events v^ich they who dream^t coiiU lie're fqfe' 
From any thing difavablebeiow : (know» 
TtKfe to afaribe tinto (bme ^afiid hit^ 
Or natW caiife, can't thu^igMeti btfif % 
Of theft TmiMffi'iiif, writing of die Soul, 
Brings iDany Inftances beyoittKi controoL 
Of Sp'itits ^umti% vehidesof Air, 
Which Men not on^ did di(bem, bat hear^ 
Andiois by no tAeans crciddbus declare. 
Such S^^dHi^bt ;il^MeWc^«h2ive been, 
In M^iSci^ a^ Sin^ pfisn fetm 

know% 
As ii> theiil tfiftories, and Laws are kitown, 
Prove aA Altiltghty Power the juft doei own* 

If Icfeeswrtiorts of the Power Divine, 7irS«« 

For ^r^i^x, and ?y^f6edri fiow fiune ^ tbatMineiH 

The kMi df-JCtkttt U piov'd it cfth't impair \ m ntt thmfiirt, 
SiiM "'tis «)iou^ wi cxm fii& dungs then ^wtnd. 

Ca If 
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. ' - . If they haV^ bcenlefofirc^ueti^i thaabef^^,- ,:■ "■ 
id in ^cit Wifdom thdTc his-^W^ifo jfoxborc j, 
for is it fit to violate the Law^' .; ;• •: r 
Printed an Nature, but forweighty-e^uTc 5 
As when the Jews in a fraali Corilpr <:lps'd^ 

Were tamairtfain a.Wodhipill:;(exppsM-3 ....,, 
Or that the Truths in Chriftian DodpiOje. ibuncf, 
WeretoenK^tonalltheWoiildaipiuajiy. _ ; 
Sucdi times aifc. well, bsecomiqg i3Jid taftio^ 
l^zt Nature'^s-buthttifaad-iT^ :i^j6i bcloyvr 









XVIIL : Some quefticm whether ftroySlffjcr. prefides, 
ArdWickedmfs geeing how Sinrflows in with mi^lty Tide<J,. 
ohtmsiuch /»- As if 'twould-ddugp-all the Wod^.again ', 

Which Providence/if any,. (bouW reftrain. 
Put di'anfwer's eafy^' .fince Man's. Will is free. 
And God alone good by naccflSoy -s - : 
To bridle and ktepin our Sinsty/orce, ' . : • . 
Were (o make Man no:bcttef than an" yorfcrf 
Bate, that of fincedem wearenotbcricli^f 
No proper means arc uriattemptcd left J ; 
A I^w is made our wild Defircs jo chain. 
And none for want of ' Knowjcdgcaji complain ^ 
Inward and ^outward Admonitioii!s JQyn d 
And Threats and Promifcs to bend the Mind ; » 
ThatTery Wickedncfe that's fuffer'd here. 
Has limits fet by God's o're-ruling Care i 
1^ vain it ftrives to fwell beyond its bound, 
(JTo force th'enclofures of the fecrcd. Ground. 
, . . . His Church,hem'd in with the ttmpeftuous deep, 
;» HisPow'rdoesfnomanlnuiQdation-keiep: I 
'." Civil Societies his Influ'aice -(hare, I ' . .: . 
, * ' . Elfethc-mad Multitnde no Lawa wopld ifcar : , 
' ^And v(xL that MifchkQ ^hich ^^. jkch^e get^. 
. ^ fome good end by his appbintmou^^ 
*'^ « J To 
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To punifh, or coxjDcft, thofc Souls that ftiiy 

Out of the Pachs-of Vcrtue's uarrow way ) 

Of elfc a gtorfotis Specimen to give, . 

How nobly the Adult in Vertuc itrivc, (rbe i ! 

^Gainft tl^fe ' fcmptatiwis which itx Croud? aii> J 

^yhile Patrencc docs its perfcd wxirk maintain^' ,* 

And conftahcy .uiito.the latt remain. 

And they, whofe.punifhmciit «hasbccn dday'^d, - 

For this forbearance have large int'rcft pay'd -^ ' : 

Thus they who diloi>ey ■ d th? Almighty s Will, 

Againlt their own^ his purpofes fulftL 

. - * 

If Wickcdbds unpunifh'd long appear, j^hat the Juft 

The weak ftill fuffet'd Violcnccto bear,' art often offreft. 

In forrowrtong to draw their hated Breath, 

And dib. at l&it an ignomiuioas Qeadi ) 

As if their Jnnocencc had no regard : 

Man is not therefore from God's Care debarred h 

For no Man J«nows howOod exerts his Pow'r, 

In inward Bkffitigs, th'iil cah nc 're d^evour : ""■ 

Belides, before -was proved to Aid Kvinev 

Whcrefctt we with the wife in the belief Ihould 

That liaceGod knows olkt Adfons, and is juft> "\ XX. 

Yet (bmetiriKS ieems to aujdiorixc diftruft h • -" ^^ Argument 

A fiiturrjndgmeut needs aiiftbc behind, • "SS/L/i 

Where Sinners their due Puniihmerit may find, : furvhe the Eq-^ 

And all egAig'ious yicrtuc,:herc unblelt, , dies. 

Exalted to^ & fetic above the rcft^ *• 

May meet fuB Rreompence for all its Pain. p 

For this we mbSi bdiev^, that Scftds remaiii,- S XXI. 

When . loofned fiom . the Body's .cumbrous ' 5 3"^ ^SZ 

And tins belief fograeral is knowJv CChaini on. 

That Welti's rifir mu(b£rcm fiirft Pautcnts owa ; 

i.'4 C 3 This 
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i% €>f tie Ctttt^ 8f 

This H^/99cr &g$ in Vofps cvtr neyiTv^ 
And this the Gauh^ as wf^ll a$ Gmiims knew » 
Their Ieanie4 Druids this moft My ta^ught, 
Andthische Br^chmansvn^ die /nJ^i though^ : 
%/£g^ian^ ThrMlM^ Gmium Si^cSyzA^ 
Upon this Trudi with one ccniicpt do &U 
Forjproof we might uaqueftionM Authors call : 
Jn SttrJw^ Fiuiarcb^ uid JLMTt^Hs^ let 
How the %j£gypiMs^ IndimUt too, agree^ 
In tbecKpefting of tHe/Day of Dooai» 
After this Life is to its poriod come : 
HifiafpeSj aiid the ancient ^fhlls (pake. 
What Conflagrati'oris (hall the Wor!4 p^re-takc \ 
Ovid zxA Lucaifj bodi thi$ thought putiuC) 
This at $iam die iavage Jffiftiam knew \ 

Cf this Afteoiy)mers a Fipoof iiavt foon^f 
In that the ^Son draws lugjbet to tiie ground. 
Parts fertheft off at firtt difeoy^rjrproyc, 
That we can no where fiom tbefe Trudis removtv 
Canaries yield this fruit, die Wefiem Shoar 
targely enriches widi dus Ooldoi Oar. 

' XXir. Nor can one Argument in Nature fiXid, 

Ka^in^^ This 614 Traditbn, fo cxcdtifive> wound ; 
ik^spfitt. Forif Weaaydi^bbfavctoi&iU 

^Tls fidicr, diat wint's piig^d'cr do^ 
In its own Nature contrary tor dnt, 
As Cold doesdiK)!^ die force of Heat abate j 
Or the removing ttut inVhidi k fiands j 
As when a Glas is fidkm faccn our hai^S, 
And into fev^ Uhk pekcs broke. 
The form is periftit wmdi at ftcfi & took : 
Or elfe 'twa$ from ddidencr in dk cauft f 
As Li^ does vaaiih when the Sun withdraws ; 
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For nothii^ contrary to that wasjnadc^ 
Li this does its peculiar b'ciug detigh^ 
Things to each pther the motl (^pgfite, 
At once it'p mtclle^'al Pow'r receives. 
This fqr the ^ril : The lecond whp belieies ? 
For o|] what $Ml>jc£t can the %>ul depend^ 
If we Ihx this the Body- IhouU CQc;i(ncnd > 
How happens it that whsn the Body's tw'd, 7 
tVSoultofirtiCTAaioiiltillis^'d, > 

Without Icait Jafcitudc from tlie^ afi^[uic'd i j 
AnObjed alio th9t»o much e«ceh 
All the weak forces of the Bo47 9ucl^ > 
An4 tbtf t^ &Ql^«0:^iq$ of pitf fight, 
Ouuioc cQ^ die ^ s pRvatUi^ l|^t } 
Ttv no^kr Ob|c£ts rn^min the Mud, 
Itsfbr^eifttoofiger^JEMMfie gKn«^'d> 
As when its Thoughts ^oi ma^ci it i^i^tmllst 
Aq4 ^oqu Jofty Uqivo^^ i^ i' 
TheBojys&nijauMBtl^tiemlMrKe (fJacci 
Tbioei, whidi mk oraiii^ihM ^y tlpie and 
F«r iw^s-die Body's Natiw,' while the Mh»J 
To.niH^tetantl,9nd imra^ile, is joyn'd : 
Sincctbm ttyBody don't 'as Amois ^ve, 
I[*5JE£aeebow0oic6Q[H tben«Kcerve? 
The Natures, of the things we ruf'te djfccrn. 
We oq bw ty (Jieir (^xmtioos Icam. 
Nor more to this on we afis^ the iqiy 
Mention'd dv Isft, 33 rcalba s£ decay v 
F(w no effi^Jeot caufe we «n invtntt 
Wh)d> £tiHi»» 1^ ^ rea^)ii% PpwV is rpept i 
For t^ ^ rants you can ne^ affign > 
For t))e« tlwir Dewis woiUd cut ^ sU their 
No 0^ eauie 'tis poffible to nam:* (livei 
Than th'^Tn&l} whence at h& tliLixs came, 
, , Cf ■ ?yhofe 
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Whofe PiowV we^fure can nodcficPeniGeknojV' 
But that hfe-WilPs?dcficienty wltoC2»{how ? | 
That 'tis tRe fiieafiirc of the Defty ^ ^ - 
Souls {houklia^:dtQlAbolitioii'ti€> - *'' 



t . . .ft. ... % 



50CIII. N^y th^Arguirijeftts O'th-pther^ 6dt arc clear :■ 

'jif«^«7 Reafins That Man o^e his owii A<Sfi«ns poW;r does bear, 
^21^0 jor it. And all thean imal World his beck obeys «, 

7hat he. hi^ Mind to God'$ own thrcftciran ttifc. 
And for his f^ contemn all out\^ard thiii^s '^ * 
That in hfe Soula grateful thitfttlicr©«{prings • ^' 
Of an im Aortal State above the Eartfe^' 
And he diverts himfilf vnth fe>lid*Mkth, 
While a good Confci'cncedoesfiippiy the Feaft, 
With wJhich' he' in^each CiicundtahCc is Weft : 
This comfiMTts hifn to bear the hcavFeft fitdkth • 
Nor can the anchor of his tepe be broke : • 
' Biifitheiiif heawickedLife has led, 
What galtly Horrors all his Thoughts o're-fpread ! 
Death is the Kihg of Terrors truly ^un^ ' ^ 
-Aiid the laft |LJdgmerit inwardly does »Wpund > T 
Under the force of which great Ty*ilics groto^"* 
And hardly^ dairethey truft thcnafelvcs- al(»ie : - 
Examples ar^'ttfe iiiiiherou? to gifc, - -■ - - 

Of tbsfe. who under- thefeTMrnentCMPS live. ' 
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XXIV. But if fuch be the nature of the Mind, 

mme it fol- That of itVfeillftg' We no caufe can find : 
Ims that the' And God bas plcfei'd to give us many figns, 
/^ ;f /^f ^ That when the Body moulders, that Ml (bines : 
^^s%':^^^^^ nobler end can mojtal Man ,^^^^ . 

lifi^ Than that with Happ ineft this may beaown d ? 

Hence Plato^ aWd the Pythagoridfts taught h 
JVIan (hould to imitate his Gqd be brought' ; 

••• ..■.•• ^ ' ' •— , 

; -^ What 




: AlV^it- that EelRJl^siiha liD^* ^liiSd; • | ', 
May iaXomi |iat^«^ Mraant thdtii^ br^mVl > 
Bat what God has difcovtt^d in his Wdr^. - „..5pfV. 
Mult- nH>ft of Tnkh;' and Certainty affeidi , . Zfi!^f'*^ 
Which lince thc'Chriflian Doatm does liold^fj^^ 
Let us examine 'wteit "belief- 'tis worth, (forth, ligim. 

4 4 • ■■ ' ~ • 
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TH6«5 Hcffcd* Jcfusr>vho in HcavHi doft ^ ^• 

Affift my .Thoughts, while in an humble ftrain, ftian MigkH 
The Truth, aiil GcrtaSnty, I repfiefent, 
Of that Religion;, for which thou v^aft fait ! 
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That while Tibef'tHs did the Empire fway, jj^ 

JefMs o( Nat" areph did in Judah ftay; * \ ffere is'fhtm 
: Kot-CJiriftians only conftantly profds, ibarjeftis IhTeU 

S^wwffc, and P<if^ Authors, do no lefs r' ' ' , 
Snetoniiis, Pliny^ Tac*itHs^ have his Fame, ' 
Aiid numbers after them repeat tile feme: . . 
And that this Jefiis:^ Pilate crucify'd, v ' 

Ho\«t'*e reproachful, Chriftians ne'rc dehyVl : 
Nay this the Jews neVe fcruple to declare, 
Tto great, on that account, their SuflTrings arc. 
Where vte dilperft they among Chriftians live* 
And Proofs beyond defire-the Pagans give •, 
Who PiUte'^s Ads have down to us jpnvey'd, 
In'whdfe Memorials this as chief is laid. 
Julian^ and others, who the moft dppofe 
Jhat rule of Iifr> which bkfled Jefns (hows,- 

Con- 



35 m ttie %su^ of 

TlicPiopfe fo fuU, IK) IWtary has moi^ 

T^pipfi if But we (nay tyacc it badii: i^ttp tus own : 
^fin ofthigrea$^ And when at Xamir fie|rcje jN^rrp did prcfijc^ 
efi Wifdom. Many for that Pro&ifiG#' hravdy dy'd. 

As TacitHSy and {ev'xal others telL 
^ V. A^ of thefc Woxfh'ppers, many c&! excd 

111 judgment apd iinj^wemcnts of the Mind 
( Not here to name whom of the Jews wc fitid ) 
Such S^rfins wa$ who did in Cyfr0 mlt^ 
And IH^yfiiis^liczd of a fam'dS^oolv 
That £loiiou^ ancient M$ut)fr Pcfyc^^rff 
Ji^iny and Jnn^tm^ Writers f^arp ^ 
M/ifc ^«»^«r4^ at >lr^Ai biM, 
/bid Origin^ whofe Learning &r has fpread^ 

IJmo this {iifTenng Lord hbe i^^i^^ 
What with fiich thinking Men as ti)e& could fwiff 
Mbfi of iheqi bred in quite another way, 
On fuch an Qbieiii of Jlieir Faith to call, 
eiioAkh <lrrf Where meithir Honour could^ or Gain befel ? 
coMbtnot^iT ^^j.^ jj notithis, that having usM the care, 
AlSt 'n^^^gs which of the chiefcft roomeat w, 
Jifiraslts. Fit fog: <:he w2c^ trying the conftgnt fetncj 

Which did his iupemat^ral Wc^ks prgdaim \ 
jh^ £>und them fuch, beyond the l«ift dHpiKCi 
As aid all vain Ph^ioibphy confute : 
Di£bafe$ qm^ing the loiig ravag'd Fields 
When noiiing in aU*Nature Iidp could yeiM : 
Sight j^v'n to hipa who nc're awld uTc aaEycv 
That queilionlci^ nutaclou; fiipply 

Of 



Rqieaitcij, six) Auo ^SsM ^t{>«S MfUOd \ 

And U&tidVi i»^ agW Hsf 'tim igA, 






JfAt^I^ Mraclis 



That Cr//W» diid ty^B 7i|Si^ ^)»» ^Qm% k< to ^'^rmt 
Aiid tbfc kaff»'d 7^0ei^ . orpMkd 

Thefc they nc're icxuf^ Fto^ ft) (»Jli f^^jj. *«* . 

U^ fixt Dig:al« ycidi^ '^ 

€)f the Ipgtft iXKidpn of ite IJ^ c» H^od. 

Argue a {V)w'r WUdi Nanutt louft dny : 

Butif in thw (wA Bfr^yy >y » 

It no le(s ftiangf^ppeais, cbat <^ jU liK>6^ 

WHpiCbttl);an4iusBd^ 

Nonc.fliould thf nu^ty ^»aet tft dn^krft^ 

Ai^be0Otwcividi)uftnBa8^nk^ m 

Tliat of impHsfiuse TipM ' 

$mcctiicyi«(arefiuUUdc; W 

OfMcn, wlx)'^i4ltcnTiai'onus'ditolig^ 

And Mm wed comis&ot in ey'^ry fat 

That nat'ral Wit, or Study oouIdinapaC. 

iSUid the like 0ungs rqxatcd as w^ 

Shny'dthat thefc Works did not fiom duuM 

Bidm th'e&6b t«sQ» fufb as ]^ 
WhenibiQgs by acxkimt ax 4»^^ 
Thde d3ing9 wida doe Gonfideritkxi Wfi^'li 
'Gaiqft wbLdi die J«^' lave fio<H))e6Hom nadf^ 
Thik |roKce firom&n^edslng roooetfaan buoane 
WUdi either a good Spirit was, or bad: (hadi 
The hJA wpuld iieraritfadegreatTxu^ Mi^'^ 
Byti^tidbdkirEniqffitt > 

And which iMubitlhfkbdoffdFcafi^ 3 
:'': ^ • ■ DccdSi 



Deed^^afidDefirss obscene ^ Experience (hb^s^ ' 
That bkmfhs aQ thc& Pomp and Woi(bij[> Ib^, : 
Magick) aild aH their' otber Arts held vain, ^ 
Where e'rc Chrift'anity does footing gain : 
^; t .r • • forfhiry owns, Chrift's Advent dioin^ir ' ' 
/ \ - The Forces of thofe Princes of the Air, ' 



V\.:'\'. ■-. • .Who'caii think Evil Sphrits fo unwife, . *-» i 
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they fhould pi8£xk 
Lcfs IS ittobc thought it {hould^ae ' o( 
With tdeknownWif^niof cheDeity, 
And thaittekteniive Good^efe all Men (ee 
To fuffer Men, guilty cxf no&ing ill, : - . .^i 
E^votcda£>r6kitelytohsrW]tl, ! .: :I 

Siich asiU grant the Primitive Gbrift'ians.'t^kste/'' 
1^ te'tiapan'd into a fitai Saait % v '^ 

Moil^-thEfir Lives unblam'd^and fufF'ring poi^i 
That they> ^ultkfs Coniaence might m'ikuitaihj* 
Bul-if you^y thefe Deeds iinuftjbe aili^'^d ^y^ii^^ 
Ubto fon^ good, but fixinidary Mind.-) I'l'iO 
Therein that they die Godhead picas'd youiApmv 
For all -jgOGid Spirits look :at that alone. ^ 'Ti 
Not here Aofe wondcous Works of Chirifi. :td 
#..•'.. *KatnCfA '. -iw /•" .■>. .^ji v»jwic 

Which no lefs Author than a God procla^ h 
As wadi new Life infomihig Brea^ilds Claa|bs - f 
And whc^ Befides, <aito£ith'Anaighty&y^\\7 
Aeidpes, or {offers W0ndet6 without caufcf^jrlT 
For no wiie Miker ofsrireU^UBHedlaw^r^TV 

W^mkC without vi^ij^ty.ReafoQ mak< tyfl 

Buttiito WhacananodictRosdonfeigQ) - ; x' ...IT 
^an what (^Saviour did l^in^^ yl 

Thar GQdtfcireby. did Tcftiaidny.bear viv; In :\ 
/ •. ^^Q Unto 



to thofk (acred Dodnnes which he taught; ; 
ihoic^zt'tiw them what cl{e oould he though > 
eyt«£jg fiich as wc obfcrv'd before, '-: 

Were a (candal to the God w^adore^ . - 

d impipus to believe, he would impoie 
I Men ib padEedly/rcfi]^'<j[ as thofc, '\ 

is was the caufe .why many 6f the Jews,, -^ 
ho Mo/ei for theit . confbuit Guide ^ cliuif^ 
Qiittbat time whtm'^iCjttiherc ,• 

ceiv' JKm as a Aif^fiier bom above, , 
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^ wVrC thjC itf4JC4lV|f/: ^ £fcV^^^^ 

iIqus Afi^ers of flic ^mUh -Kiteifc 1. .^ •. 

Cbrifi:^ MifaEcks like Geixfirmation iiavcN .. rw'Jh.r.'^ 
jm ius return tQljfe out of AeGiave^ y nmonptn^-'dbf 
lis has not only been for Trath recav jd, . credM Tefii- 

t a chief Article to be bcliev'd. • : t . .: •-• i»oms. 

aiiwWitbir^ "'i'Ti ; ■ 

t it for certain tn^is. m^ be. (i)i^^ '''1^ - 

legale} not ^(oacmofFaithhav^^^ 

ilels the ' Afen, wltf> Hrft C£rx|?^s lX)2iirweC: 

d foA.Berfwafi'on in their Hearers wrought », j 
t, evi^oKly, this could, nc'rc have Ixici^ ''-'.:■;' 
^4thQutiaflM.ing y^hat tV -^ 

5ne moderately wfe,* vs^buld e\e: have cliwc * 
Faidi, whicb to (udi Dan^^ did expote, . . ^ 
akfs thp^y Iwii^ffirin'd it'srTrutb, who law" '• 
a^great ^oundsution o£ihie Chrifiian tav^* / 
it.that it dways^viosaffir^^ "'. '"- -V 

r otl^f r .W^itingSi^Uy ,as ^thicir own. .. / • i ' 
nd, ^s:m Books as dearly Vis reveal'd, . '[.\ 
heit^fivc huiidred Witncflcs appeafd; ' .; ^ -';= 
/ho law our Saviour come to Late agai% 
U how durft any fo appeal that feign? 
\ And 



lV]f(:heitthe tJVbft^^e^i fid)tfeu»tak > 
Nay war flheTvtfdtrt'sAsvtohad tfiife titaintabi'i 
They wete MiOW M CMdk to hstve ggltri^'d^ i 
Foe no Matt Wdtdd fttf nMhing be ^ R<ia««i 

Hopouts ^ ^< tbMby they tudd nut hitve » 

Of jMtf ttai ^Mtkmt^vthti Miitan oMoft: 
Nor ctAiiliI they ha««btdll^ encttdl tfadt ft^ 
Tbio' it ttfcy toft wfut thef hatd jgaiitM befc^: 
Nor could CNDK bttKitt of ufe, itM«e 
TodieattheWdtldf^Aanyctintiingflightt • 
Their very preadUng, as fidi wdl mtf knew, 
* To^ltSyxus,HmQtx^'Wa&, andPiifcftisdttW: 
Then Pib»e v^ith thelc «%tt SttSi eoald mfi^ 

ten^ 
iPlamMen, finmd&ttttftki^of.flileeuibp^ 
So many hao t t O d ftfafc feta hat^ 
For the ^ diet of ^ttlM^i^ Air } 
Ndrs(xddthey''b(»edi^l%tee tMHO^ 

Withi&lbiA, MitfttHtttj^ifsAei^, 
\^heD aU Audiocky on Earth opposed I 
hxt a^thi^ tvftlirCnicR^^itMd PMMufe <^*d. 
This wtfb^MkAy t Mi iAak ^d t Ftmt 
Tbfcf ttt^pofioatiii hf paO^ Vip d^s 

Tbcf today e ftw gi rtto A Hfetddfaflt, (ca^' 
For, ib with C)ai*l£G()d'sFPwpofe ««t$ o'ni'! 

Which a is (beib, stttftldier WtKiii|9plairi. 
The Ibk ObjediMt wf&£r dte ytf Mfitekt 

Which A) Mm, ffctt hMdd^^tigK^c^ WMtt 
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tie Cimn ]0l<if 8ttn^ ^x 

tiAor cbw iUligion tme they fhoMghe^ 
what they knew to be a Falfiiood) ttttglhti- 
had theVQOtbeliev'd itiobebcft, 
y would iidc have IcnfidGcn all the nft^ 
stigwUdi&lecy lay and Honour too, > 
I^d pAjftA k, baitly as 'twas tnie, > 

efitbcythatPtoMimncediul]^^ pi 
nothutt eUe could fiM dieni 6om ^ Guilty 
ikU die Hood thfou^ that Ptofiffi'M f^f ^ 
if tfa(7 that belkv'd, aoc tii» Jkme^ 
beft, aM ncixff'r|r for flian tao^ 
ar tlK Foundeis Untib to be icoenr'd ^ 
s could QOt have oMn'd^ bad be dt^d^ 
hring his own rifiqg fiocn the Dead s 
Men whofe Uodflfllimdhigs weie not fled^ 
jingdxir£xpe^dons ^flntedxeM^ 
uld to diat Faith ftUlhdyaev'renccbeai^ . 
m aU Refigions, diicAy CAr^^s, deiqr 
blcmifli ttotd thiM^ widi any Lie : 
iignm thetefoiei fiidianoQe ixfure^ 
aid neva tlus oflSkiousLie pEOcoKc; 
tliiMibefidesweceiuch,as theit wixft Foif 
r noddi^ butfiiBj^ty cxpde : 
rhad,tadHWitfnoi#ibwdItoing^ 1> 
dwhowottlddoitfbfftbeiabeof pafa> ^ 
ich that Piofeffionceftalily would gauti; \ 
rutmoft Tortures MaHBt could ham^ 
ny fine tius out of the World were ienc ; 
wmuchfoewr lEbmemigtrfchu&tobiaf, 
r at^Ofrfmon which thef nfaafd dear -, 
hxim iaofflnt Moo widi Stnft indn'd, 
)Contalone, but a great multitude, 
ouIdmaJjMdmnfiMtsftbjedttecefnfa Woo^ 
X vM tfiiitt((d?tiihtuih^^ 

Bu 



I 



But thm'jthdrLif es^-and WritingsrwhSch fhe^ lefb 
Shew that |hcy xfrcife not; of theif Wits btareft. - . 
What may c£Milfinn.the Evidence of ^ thofe,- • 
Who thc.iiril'Witneffcs for Chrifi arofe, '- ' 
Serves for SuP^nd as muchs wHo did dedace; -- 
That rapt above the Regi6iTs 6('tht Afir^' ''';' ' 
Whether witfeftrengthncdflays 6f mxtaV fight, 
Otp<?0rl¥byanintdle<au^d'Lighti ''''■■- ' 
TheSqUlibci^fei^'iate fetotte'Bo^y's'.Gliain; 
He faw wbecoiehrift does With; tts Falther ' reigt 
All that the Jews could teachv fe had acqmrM^ -} 
Nor greater iionour need to faivedefir'd- , - 
Than^at he liiight cxpcftinhisold way : 
When on the dthcr fide, fcsfithi^j he lay ' • ^ - 
Exposed to th'utmoft hatrcArif.^ Friends?^;^ 
Nature dqpriv'd of all its' darling €rid5, ' '■ . 
Travels^ and Labours all his worldly Meed, ■ 
And a rcpodchftd death WaS' to' foccced. ^ » 
VII. Who can affent to proofs^ fo'etear delay y'-- '■' 

Anfvm to ^^^ Unlets that /tisimpoflible h^ fey,^ r.'-'-i 

cST'rL 'T^^^ ^^ ^ contiadi(aion does ibply ? - ' ^ '^ ' ^ 
redlmfeemim' Whkfc^fe.of this may witffgcwd grounds dciiy^\ 
pojjfble. At the feme time tobe alive^and-dead, • •* " ""; 

Werr t:bittrafii9i'oUs : :burwlier!' life is fkdi ■ '(- 
Ba^k by* the? PoVr that gave" it to be brottghti [ '• 
Can never f lire impoflfiblc be thought : • ^i- •"•' 
As Plata writes, to B^'this befell: -"- i^^[ 
Herad'Jes this . does of a Woman tell : *• ' ■ '■ 
Of one £frrcdini» does, this relate: ■ ; 

And this, feys PUaarcbi^Kzs anothers fate-^ '. v ! 
Which (hews diat VVife<nax .thought tteitik 
might bei . . ' >*'- « ' ;';•". 

% diat 'twas poflSblc, wc dicrt agree, - ' 

For Cbrift to breath again, widi Ih^ingbr^atb^ : -'l 
After its be'ng extinguifht once in death ^ 
1 Alid 
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And that 'twas (b in foMi fo folly proT'ci, ' ihat his Rt^ 
That it the Jcwifli Rabbi Bccai mov'd : T!^*^,^ 

But as his FoUowcrsvand others, fliew, J gjjj^jf '^ '"^ 

He hcU fprthto die World a Docajrine new •> ^ 
This muft by necdfiil Conicquence betnie, j 
Since he maintain'd 'twas by dbine Command ^ 
For with God's Juftice it can no way ftand^ 
Or Goodne^ either^ to exalt fohigh 
. One, who in fo nioiQenticms things would lie i 
Had be been filch mone, who wooldbdieve 
That he die certain notke fliouMjeodve 
Both when, and ho\^, he fliould from Li& retitt, 
And have his Reins new fill*d with adive Fire, 
Himielf declarii^ that all diis was wiougbt, 
For Coniinnat'ion of the Trudis. he taught i 

Thde Arguments do fix)m the FaA arife. vtlt. 

Let's coaie to what within the Dodrine lies : ThatthecMfli* 
He who believes, that God did all things make, f^^f^'^/*" 
And care of his own WcMrkmanQiip does take i 
And thinks withal> how gireat is Humane Mind \ 
Unto what noble purpolcs deGgnM ! 
To be acquired by ficobmof uie Will, 
fcl chuiing eidier Moral Good, orm, 
Td-dole with the Rewards which Co invite, 
Or take the Penalties i||endle{s Nigbt 9 
Can't think all Wor(hqp fhould afjuie be kid, 
Qt that refill whidi 7^yi«i does perfwade^ 
Not only this the Evidence of Fata^ 
kicriniick Motives (facongty tlus ciuSt h 
For no Religk>n ever yct*arofc. 
Which did to excellent Rewards pxopofe, 
Or fiich a perfe&Rule of Life did lay, 
Or west on in ib wonderfi]! a way^ 

D Here 
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34 ^ . ^rtleCnittidr 

IK. Here to begin ^i* the Reward^ the end, 

f* ^H f *^ Which in their .AiSi'feiis NknJiO rtrtl intend^ 
W L w' '^^ ^^ *^ exjecution kft 'tis (tmi ^ 
did. ^ ^^ Thofe Iitfitut'ictts ^«^i did bring i»5 

ff we the Letter of the Law rcgafd, • 
Beyond this Life did prtmfe no- Rewftid v 
RichScd) a plentiful encrea^ dfSfcor^, 
Ck)nquefl: o^re all tfa^t A^rms againft tliem bore^ 
A vigorous old Age, and piofped clear • V 
Of liTue long the tairitleS Namelo bedr^ > 
Were all^ that did^li^thoat (Mds farads appewr) 
From which th« Wife atode 4:h€mfelves ha4 

wrought, - 
Through a loi^ diiatn of nxx^lkdim thought. 
Hence Mcfes tho theSadduces received. 
They nothing of a future fiace ►believed : 
' The wifeft Grecians, who their. Leamhig drew 
From all CaUUdms^ or ^S^ianii^ knew, ^ ' 
Conceived ibme hopes of Lite whtn this weipe out^^ 
Yet iliU^twas mk^ed with o'se^ftad Ving doubt. 
In the 5(7n'4/ydE;:Writings tbi^ ^15^ j^ 
Nor do tbip Lating t^ with dot|bt« abound : 
Of Tutty this, ktAlBin^cM may be faid^ 
Whe^ to tbe Ttath thofe Afgnmelits^ve led^ 
T^^^ (ttfx^ ^6&M V9i^ to 

(Cloie^ ' • . •• '• 

Which on fo £d}&k a ground aroft, > 

That 'twould with.Bcafts as Well ^ Men agree, • 
The coiifcquence of which wbeu fome did fee, 
A Tranfmigration they of Souls did feign. 
From Men t^B^s, from Beads to Men agam: 
Nothing Uke t^roof did e^re- this staMnmei]^ v 
Yet it be'ng <yidefttM«i baknTome end > 
Some thought that Vertue was its own reward, 
in Inilanccs moft perifeus and hard > 

that 



That that alone gives plcafurc to the full. 
The Wife be'ing happy in the burning Bull: 
But moft Men iaw thro tWs fo thin pretence, 
A form of words againft apparent {tx& > 
As if the height:6f hap{ane{s icould lye, 
' In dangers^Naturc rbbbM of all fupply^ 
Paintings, and diflblutions at the lait, 
After a life in wafting torments paft* 
Otherj, aWio feiw theVanity of this. 
In gratifying Soife placed all thdr blifs : 
Butidlis the nature 9f Mankind depreft, 
And humbled Man to the degree of Beaft^ 
Extingui&jbg thoie gen'rous inbred Seeds, 
Which carry him ercd to noble Deeds. 
In fiich incertainties Men groapt ahput. 
Till Chrift in Charity removed the doubt > 
The perfe(3: knowlcdg of Man s«nd he taught. 
Life without death, or pain, and happy beyond 

thought s » ^ 

And thb not oidy for that port of Man, 
For which idme Ages a Con je(9urc ran, 
If not Tradit'ion, that it (bouU^rtmain, 
After the be'ng ludoos^icd from its Chain> 
But th^ God would our Bodic&ipiritu'alhie, 
That they may to a joynt Conununion riie \ 
And this widji mighty Eoiiity, lince they. 
As tbey tbe^^(^'ons of Gal's Laws obey. 
Are often forced to bear with dorrous Pain, 
And Death at laft, iot all their Labour gain v 
Wherefore fomcCcHnpeniationfhould remain : 
Nor are die promiis'd Joys ib gcofly low. 
As were the chic&ft hmt dull Jews did knoWji^ 
Perpeta!al Fcafts,or that the more xdin'd, 
Reftkfs Society with Woman-kind, 
That powcifid Lure fly Aiahm^t defign'd : 

Da Thefc 



3^ . ©f tSe Cruti^ of 

Thcfe arc pcadiar to a Mortal State, 
; To chcrilh Life, or clfc to propagate. 
Vigour in Bodies never to abate, 
Beauty beyond what in the Stars does Qamc^ 
Knowledg ofGod^and Providence Divine^ 
A mind with fteady li^ht, without otie cloud 
Of baleful Error, or relcrvc to fhroud, 
Perfedl tranquillity of fettled wills. 
While God himfelf the Soul with RaptunS filk, 
Th' extatick Soul wholly imployd inPraifc, 
A»d admiration which no time decays > 
This is the happinefe, which Chrift dedares. 
Which he much un^rvalucs thatcomjparcs. 

X. Some ufg«^ difficulty yet unfolv'd, 

Affvfir t$ the ofh How Bodies mould, after their bebig diffolv'd^ 
ifi$n, iha^ Have all their fcatt'red ftuticles agen, 
uLlSrlm^ And make the fclf-fame individual Men. 
p^^ But by their fearch Philofcphers dan tell, 

That what eric changes have in thing? befel> 
The matter of them ftill contbiues Ht 
Of fev'ral different Species to admit. 
How fiur (bever they may be disjoind, 
Th* Ahn^ty-can dicir Receptacle^ find, 
And into die iame ma& together bind. 
Things of like kind the Chymifts can unite. 
Of hmi who made the World fhall we deny't ? 
If into Nature*s common works we look. 
We find where thing? have difFVentypf cw took, 
To the firft form they oft again return v 
As we by fev^ral forts of Seeds difccm. 
Nor yet a Knot more difficult t'unty. 
In human Bodies eat by Beails does He, 
And they again for Men bccomviig fixxl, 
This may concerning them be under(ix>od > 

Of 




Ofwl^twccat 'tis but a little part, 
Wh&h Nature to our Subllancc docs convert, 
Mbft, Excrement^ or fuch accdlion^ proves^ 
As Phlegm, or GlK>ler, which with eafe removes > 
Difeafrs, inward Heat, and outward Air, 
Much, ev'n of that which nourifbcs, impair: 
Which being Co > what fliould our God impcdcy 
Who of mute Creatures ftill prefetfts the breed. 
Of human Bodies fo muoh care tci take. 
That what of theirs docs 6x)d for others make. 
No more of added fubftance ihould produce. 
Than Poifbn, or the M ed'cincs whidi we ufe ? . 
And this die rather, fiuce we plainly iee, 
Man's Flcflj by Nature don t for Food agree. 
But yet for once, let us admit it were,* 
And part of th'laft muft to the'firfl repair, 
Toconfiitute the Man which was before ^ 
Yet this Objedliixi does not preis die more > 
For the fame Perfon it may well be thought, 
Tho back to th'iirft ibmieParticlesarc brou^n 
No le(s Mutati'ons ev'n in Life are wrought* 
In Worms wc may diicover little Flies, O 

In Pjants, and Wine, a iecret Virtue lies, ^ 
Which the ^une fublhnce a^cr wafie fupplics. j 
Of the like kind we migfit name many more. 
And (hall we tUnk the God whom we adore, 
Can't make a Body, tho diflbl v'd, the £uiie > 
Men we are are fiire, for Learning great in Fame, 
Not only this as poUiblc received v ' v ^ 
But that 'twould be in fiiture times believed. 
This did CaUUan Zaroajter own, 
An4 fcarce one Sr^id^ was againft it knowq: 
Peiripatctick TTwfompus too. 
In his Rcfcarches did diis thought purfue. 
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0^ ilDf t^ €:rttt| ar 

XI. The fccond Prooi^ that Chrift's Religion's bcft. 

The fingular ts in the holy Rules it gives, cxprcft : 
SL'Ut A" ^*^5 *^^ have been, or can be fram'd,^ 
Cotts Worfhip.^ Compar'd with this, defarvc to be dilclaitn'd. 

Both for the Worfliip of the Deity, . 
And every Office which in Ltfe does lie. 
The Cruelty of the old Pi^an Rites, 
Is fully feen, iti what their far^VrJ writes : 
And where c'rc late difcov'ries any find, 
Thcy'ppear to be unworthy of Manldnd* 
In almoft ev'ry place a Notion ran. 
That God's were pacify'd by Blood of Man, 
Nor Grecian Learning, nor the Koman Law, 
Did it's Authority from this vdthdraw : 
The bloody Bacchandtsms this naay prove. 
And the warm Sacrifice to Laftd Jove^ 
Their Cerc'al Myfteries, mod laaed held. 
With all forts of Obfecnities were filled j 
As was moft vifible to cv'ry £ight, 
Whed their Arcaaa were expps'd to l^t : 
^hmehtffi jiiexandr'Utltm does blame. 
With other Authors of undoubted Fame : 
<jrave Cato was afliam'd of thofe Icw'd Plays, 
With whkh they kept their Go^ifecrated Dfeiys. 
But the Religion rf the Jews, indeed. 
Allowed no wicked or dilhoncft Deed h 
Yet loads of Oremonics it enjoyn'd, 
[That Pfeople, to Idolatry inclined. 
By no means tending to improve the. Mind j 
Meerely their ami Will-worfbip to reftrain > 
Hence were the Btafls in Sacirifices flairt: 
Their paii^ circumcilmg the Foreskin : 
And counting Work on the icventh day a Sin, 
With the prohibiting fome forts of Meat : 
When cunning Mahomet fet up his Cheat > 

- "^i ' 'This 



This was 3 Pattern ui^to his dqign : ' . . 
A Law he ^ddpd to abftain from Wine. 
But that Hdiriou which to Chrift we ow^ 
jDoes how wc uiould the Godhead ^yorfhip:^ fliow^ 
That we muft ofifec to the purcft Mind, 
What is,as much as may be^of the kind, (quires? 
And Works good m thcmfelves: whence hero- 
Not CircupicifioQ oif the Ffeit, but of Deiires :' 
Our Hands j&Qpj^'^'ry Work not to withdraw i 
But what is coWary to th^juftctt Law : 
Not for pur Sins with Blood of Bcafts t'atone. 
But, if the Truth require, to yeild our owa 
To think our God himfelf has Debtor made. 
For wharipe'ye to Jielp the poor is paid : 
Not to abftain from certain kinds of Meat, 
But with fit Modcrati'pn any cat, 
Such as wc find unto our Health is due : 
Sometime^, with pife the Bo4y to fubduc, 
That it may tc nioie fub jeft to the Mind, 
To the puriuit of things fublimc, cnclinM. 
But the diief Proof ot our Reli^on's (hown^ 
To lie in pious Truft of God alone. 
Thro' which devoted wholly 16 his Will^ 
We. wait when hel his purpofes fulfil, 
With certiii Faith, a pkdg of future thinjgs, 
Whence lively Hope widi folid Pleafurc fpfingSi - 
With an exalted Love, fincerely true, 
Not only of our God, but Neighbour too : 
Hence we obey not out of fei^rile fear. 
But that wf hun may pletfe whom Wc rcvcriC, 
Lookii^ diat as his Sons he'l us regard. 
And with Paternal Blefling? at the laft reward. 
We're ferther taught, unto our God to pray. 
Not for that Wealth, which muft in time decay, 
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Hbnpurs^ or other thin^, too often found 
To Men's chief Infcliaty t*abound : 
Jn the'firft place GknTs Glory to dcfire| 
But of tfaefe perching thiii^ what Nature does 
However trufiing Rfoyiacnce Divine, Crcguir^ » 
To which we (bbi^d wildly eur ^cs resign. 
I&ut dien to think no tdx)ur 
III foil Ving wbtt tends to th'umnortal Statf, 
F^on of Sins, and God's affifting Grace, 
That diro' all tuzards wf noay Truth ethbrace* 
This Wcqrfliip Chrifi: in his ^digfon taught. 
Than whkh nony canof God be worthier though?. 

XII- , _ And, fuitabie to this, you that will find, 
^^'^•'^ T Which with lelati'oii unto Wan's epjoyn'd: 

S ir^^f'^^^^y,^^^^^ and fF^dby 

we owe oict Bicathsnoming cite but temble Alarms: (Arnns^ 
NdghbouTy tha So the Lacopic^ which the piceks cocnmend, 
he has liiufi And th'Oiracle approv'd, to this docs tend \ 
^ Which Jirifiotle both obferv^s, zx^ l>lainis \ 

Yet* War againft Barb or $ am juft jproclaims, 
As if 'twere nat'ral \ when o'th'other fide. 
By Nature we to Friendfliip'sLaws are ty'd : 
What more unequal than when Skin for Skin > 
Is pay'd, where ever civil Rule has bin \ (in, ^ 
When S{aQgh|er takes whole bleeding Nations J 
Such A(^ as glor'ious Men are prpudto own, 
And hence their He^(^ triumphant Lawrels crown* 
War, oft uniufl) procur'd the mighty Name 
To Rome^ mat City flatter'd fo by Fame : 




No Nati'ons look'd on robbmg as a &ult, 
When ftom beymd dieir Coxmnes Spoils were 
" brought: ^ Thj^t 



TJut p wcngc a Wrong a Vcrtuc was, 

TIk Gladiators mutilating Fights 
The Pa^am us'd in publick, tot Ddights » 
And their own Chilaren Men did oft exp^ 
That Difcipline, widi whidi die Jews do clofe^ 
Better, and niiK^ more holy do<& a6pear i 
Yet, even that, with many diings oocs bea^. 
Or rgther grants, which give their Paflions fopccii 
As ufjng ^gaiiift (ev'n Cities no remoHe., 
With which thdy licence, howe'ie not content. 
They think't of all who dijfafiom them meant \ 
And hence they hate all Men of other ways % 
The Jew now curfcs ChriJPiam when he prays : 
Their Law allQw'd tp msdie Returns of I^ » 
An Hdtn'cide might b*a private band be llain, 
When to the dead ^ Avei^ was of kin » 
But {iurh return Oirift's Law has iiiadeaSin: 
Nor (hould we in our Actions imitate^ 
\Wut (hewn in others we mod juffy hatf : 
Jji the firft place to help the ^ood w'are taugjit. 
And life our God, to benefit the naught, 
God who has giv^n in comnoon to B4ankind| 
The Siui,die mny Hoft, Air^hours and Windf 

Notlung does more the care of Laws befit, . XHI. 
Than th' union which dbfs the two Sexes knit: Of^thtc^wu 
Ho wonder that the Pagans thisdid flighty ^^ ^ 
Since of th'Adulteries, and Rape? they Writt!,>^*^^ 

In whkh the Gods th^ woifliip'd did deli^ : J 
Nay by di' example of the Gods they piove, 
That lyfak with Male may do the Ad of Lovje ; 
For idhis caufe widvthe Gods have been enroUM 

jlnHdmnhxt^ Gaf^fmdoi iA^ 
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This mth2l4abometam]$\jm^^}5mvfni 
Sinefesy others too, iat lawfiU own. 
GncHoH Philofbphcrs mu;^ Art xb ufe, 
Under an honefl: nanie th^ Vioe t^exoue^ 
And thefe whcdeCitks cencltr^d common ftc ws, , 
While they Commiimty oi Women praisM -^ 
When yet indulgent J^ature feems t*havc rsus'd 
A conjugal Affe&on, cv*n wjth Brutes : . 
How much more equal i$% t'avoid Difputes, 
That the more holy Cre^ture> Mani> jra'oceed^ 
From an united Love, and unmixt Seed? 
Left aH Patern^ Care, and Filial Love, 
^t empty u^fs nam«s on Earth (hoidd proy^ 
Tb^ Jcwifli Law to checic ^nckanncis flrives '9. 
But yet too plainly ycilds one many Wives, 
And, ibi/mall cau/es, gives the Husband leave 
To be divcacc'd from otie he-did receive : 
This at this day Ai^omttam maintain. 
Among the Greeks, and Latines^ did fo reign^ 
That the JfOgiMiians would kt out their Wive^ 
And this reproach, cv'n Caio\ Fame fiirvives. 
But by that perfed Law Chrift did perftvade,. 
The Ax unto the very Root is laid. 
Who docs a Woman^'s Chaftity invade^ 
Or but commits with a lafcivious Eye, 
Can by no means the Imputation fiy9 
Be6)ie the great Difcemcr oi theMmd, 
s Who, as 'twas done, judges what was dcfi^iM : 
And, iince tnie Fn^q(bip does m Union lie^ 
Body^ as vvll as Scad, to q[^ would tie» 
And d;ii^is much more pro^table known. 
For Iwigihg iqp the Chfldjom which' we^ii. 
Few JEir^aidy were conttnted with one Wife : 
ThtAomans^ thus, ^,fiermans^ led their Ljfc, 

The 
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ZhMi'^aai tfaos \ ^hat as the Wive's defire . 
'ri the Mati, flic Iboald have his oittrc > 
±€ af&ifs at homt msy well proceed^ 
^AfPnnt Miiiirffiirs wouki dtfcord bmcA, 



)cotfic(o th'ufe of tWngswhkh paft fot^J^^^^ 

8^^* ofaUTtmmd 

Ethiacks Theft, as crim?ml, n'ew with- Qoeds* 

(lood: . 

his Egyfiimn^ Sfartan^y liocnce had > 
m/ tlw^ but in prirate men, forbad > 
:hiefeft bnfinefe of the Publick 'twas h 
:h made their Oator that Sarcafm pafs, 
if they fiiould to all their own xtfiore > 
'd live in Cottages, as heretofore, 
lift this was the Jcwidi Law ievere I 
lid with IKflry to Strai^rs bear : 
it to fiiit their GemufeslAi ftrain, 
I valu'd their Religion by their Gain. 
3: did Injuftice tot^y rcftrain 5 
lem * enquiring who the peribns were : 
for firail things forbad all carking care ^ 
minds being un£t for two defires, 
er of which all of the Man requires, 
[ of them prompting him in fcy'ral ways, 
fe cares, which Riches keep, as well as rai^ 
g fo much fervitude, and conftant pam, 
teals away the plcafurc of the gain, 
le little 00ft and diligence, acquires* 
(e few, arid eafie things^ Nature dehres \ 

if indulgent Heav'n aflbrds us mare, 
deed not throw away an ufekfe (tore, 
bmc Philofophers hive done before > 
without profit it at home retam, . 
ay it out in things profufcly vain : 

But 
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. But we afc taught it npUy to apply, 
Whik w the wants of thofe th^t need fupply. 
Giving, C)r lending , as tho£e well becomes. 
Who know they are but Stewards of their Suins> 
Plac'd in their hands by God, but to difpencc, 
Yet they true Treafures may d>tain from thence ; 
What's weU laid out, God takes as to him paid, 
And makes returns which nothis^ can lavade. 
Hence Liberality, n<xt to divine^ 7 

Did m the pra&ice of firft Cibr^W/ (hine, ^ 
The fartbefl pants oiOrttce hdpM PaleJUne h J 
As if the World were all one Familie. 
But i^ the Law we may this Caut^ion &e \ 
We (hould beware of looking {ox our pay 
At other hands, than his to whom we pray % 
Left we deitow'r the Benefit we do, 
Whilft Rfofit, or Vain-glory we purfiie : 
Aiid left, as 'tis too common, we prcftend. 
That we (hould want our felves what we (bouM 
That Age and Accidaits come on fo faft, (lend, 
That 'twill not for pur own Occafions laft > 
The Law does promife a divine Supply, 
^or thofc who with its lib'ral Rule comply : 
And that we may the more in God conhde, 
Bids us obferve how well he does prwide 
Fpr th' animal, and vcgitablc kind : 

' And we think meanly of the Sov'raign Mmd, 
If we diftruft his Word without a Pawn, 
As if he were a Man whole Credit's gone. 

xy. Forfwearing is forbid by other Laws; 

ofSwiarifti. gy ^hig^ tofwearat all, without juftcaufc , 

And fuch Veracity it does require, 
That if 't \y ere kept, we need no Oaths rcquke. 

In 




In this Religion wc (hall find ama&'dy 
What-cVc of Excellent has ever paft, 
In Sentences, or Writings of the Wife, 
Befides the Sandion added from the Skys. 
In what a moving manner does this t^h 
A modeily in adions* and in ipeech, 
Temperance, Goodnefs, honeit deeds>and mind. 
Prudence, vai^ cv'ry office of Mankind > 
What is from Magiltrates, and Subjeds, due, . 
Fxom Psurents,Children, Servants, Mafteis too, 
And what,where Maft'age-rites make one of two; 
Ofiten it does the needful Rule repeat, 
Againft what with fiich fpedous ihe ws do's dicat. 
Honour and Glory, which have paft for brave 
With Greikl ^nd Romans^ moft reputed grave : 
But then the Summary of all does pove, 
That we fbould worihip him through whom 

t we move. 
And as our very felves, our Neighbours love \ 
fhat is, fhould never fail for them to ad. 
What for our ielves we fhould be fure t'exad. 
But fomemly urge againfltho(c Verities, . 
Thetnighty oppofitions thatarife 
Among I^eftos of Chrift's holy Name s 
The multitudes of Seds thcmfdves proclaim* 

Yet this a ready anfwer may receive : 
That in all arts we may the &me perceive ; 
Either thro imbecillity of mii^. 
Or that to parties they're too miKh indin d : 
Yet thefe arc linutted to certain bounds. 
Which in their controvafies ferve for grounds, 
On which each his own Argument would buiW V 
And i3m& die Men in Mathematicks*$kiird, 
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Have heates^bout die mddng Circles iqfuare : 
When 'tis as cykfeiit that none c'rc were. 
Whether if equals be finom equals ta'en, 
That is not equal which does yet remain. 
In Phy&kSj Med'cif*, odix^ Arts befidc, 
This diff ^reiice) and agreennent, is defcryd : 
^7or dees variety of opiniohs, known 
AmOr^-dic Men who Chijft^sileligion own, 
'Hinder at all but that they tnay agree, 
In what- we the cheif Rides rf Uving fee, 
Thofe gerfrews Principles, ifeefcrc eKfwrii:, - 
Which reconamcnd it's wortfe above the reft. • 
And even tihis it's cirttintyprodahns :* 
That they, whbm warm d^ehtion inoll inflamd^ 
That he commanded thcfe ncVcr deny, 
EVn they who will not withiiis Law comply. • 
If any yet, to contradidi: ddi^t, 
'Tis qucfti'oning whether the Snow be wkite s 
For as the Error, here, Seafe can refcl. 
An vnfvcrfal concord, theft ^an teB, • 

Among all Ohr^ians fhat hair evqr wrote, • 
'Or from tbeiifR eolafi>Gbrift'sDo(SSiiie taught,^ 
To^ which fotne by ^itfdea^ have AtCtcftationI 

That they did tbefelbr their Religion own, i 
To equal Judges is as clearly (hown. 
As 'tis th*Zw*ffetffi(M, ^ Pi4r^, write'. 
What does this Age uncfer thdr names de\i0i\ 
Who wrote what we to Socrdfis afctibe, : : J 
OcZem, Founder of the«toickTra>e. O 

stvHL ' ' : 

The Excellent A third rich Magazene of Motives lies, 
tef'm^ ft ^^ ^ cmbracmg Ghriflian Verities, 
ther pini^from Fth'admiraUe way in which ?iwas taU^i :::;:*. 
thi ExceiUncf fff Aud to fo fiir cxtqidcd Re^^'on^ brou^t > 

tbiAufbffr^ ""-■ This 
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This kings U5 to the Author of the Rules^ 
The chicfeft Mafters of d)e Grecian Schools j 
Confcft they nodiing with aflurancc tell, 
And ftncy'd Tmth by buryM in a Well, 
Our Minds they thought were dim at things 

divine, 
, As tl^Eyesof Owls when the hri^ Sim docs 
(hme. 
Befides, fjoic Vioe the Hett of them did tagnt^ 
Some with gro&flait«efy thek PriiKCS |»tnt, 
Some Brothers Wd, suld Afii'om (* the dark, / 
Odiers with Cjwidt Itnpudcnce would barki 
Clear Proof of thdr contenti'ous Temper fprii^V 
From quarrds abcut words^ and triffing things. 
In fiiqred V^ferfhipAey'redifcover^d cold r J 
Since they who but one Deity did hold, \ 

I\it m^hty flights on him they did adore, 
Giving that very iWoiftiip unto more^ • . : 

Such as they knew bkl no ISvinitie, 
ThhiWng from Blame^he pubBck ufe wouM frt^L 
I^Iot wete they foe ^hat meed Vertue jbonid. 

hswe, 
And thisftcwM S&drMrif^ when nigh his <!5rate. 
MfHomef , Author of hx fpieading Rites> 
As is GoirfeSlby 'hfi own PtofeKtes, 
KffohrM in Luiorfy ittii ^Liift did livc^ ' 
NOpt^hethekaft'eamefttobeKeve, ^ 

That the Rewards he promis^'d (ball be feohd, 

\ W«n his own Body he^rclwd Life agam, 
( And does intomb'd txAdechaMl letnatn. . 
f Aii^ who had Ac Jews divinely tau^, 
Tho a biave Man, yet was not 6ee from fituk^ 
WheaQod wouldlhid'Mfi^to tb'^^'*/!^^^ 

-I And 
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And wlien Ood promisM Water fix>m die Rock, 
He thought ^twas his Credulity to tnock. 
And he himfelf fcarce any thing en joy"^ 
Of all that has his FoIlWers Faith employ^, 
Ifk dt&n places with their FadUons tir^d, 
HimiiJriil^arr'd, entring the land defir^d. 
That Chriflr was finleis his Diiicijples taught> 
Nor was one Piroof againft it ever brought > 
He was th'Example to the Rules he gave. 
And executed all that Gk^ would have > 
Patient (^ ti)juries, ;aild Tormdits too, 
As on the Cro(s he did moft fiiUy fliew) 
A.lover of Mankind? and.ev^n of thofe. 
Who to diat cruel D^th did him expoie '9 
Ev'n for thoie Miicre'ants he to God did pray> 
Nor did he to his Foirwtrs Promife pay,^ 
In which him&If liad not firft kd the way. 
As is not only £dd, but clearly proved. 
His Vifit, after being from Life removed, 
II9W many were diere diat at large declared. 
Who him had touched, as well as ken, and heard t 
The Twelve were Witncflcs wheii he did rife, 
And v^as reodv'd within the joyful Skies, 
"Cohere, as appears, a Pgw\ fiipream he gain'd^ 
Fxom which they whom he left behind obtain'd^ 
Not only Tongues which they were never taught, 
But Pow'r for other things which Natuit never 

'wrought V. 
All which he promised wheii he left this Lift^ . 
And which itould filence ^ry doubtfiil Strife > 
Whether he will, or's able to make good. 
What he has promisM for our Spirit'^ual Food* 
Ai^ hence we gather his Religion's beft 9 
That he per j^orm'd bimfelf what c're he prcft, 
And v^s of his own Prorpifes poficfl:. 

■•■J 



1 '•••■•L 







.■</V^ 



Iflhen wc view his Dodirinc ith' effis<9i^ 5 frch tk wft»i 

They're fuch,thatcitiicrQ(xl his World ncgUas', f5^/*ji.%^^v 

Or wcmoft think the Etoarint from above. I'/J^-^'*?* 

Nothing niorc worthy of God'scaxe docs pr^Vci.; 

Than that what*s bcft fliotdd be th<! fertHcft.Q)rtd J^ 

And this of Chrift^s Religioti may be faid, 

*Tis taugjit thro* £imf«, and ev'n ferthilft'NottBi. 

M-<*^widi'itsBhrid§,1crW i»^ • ^ 

Egyptians^ Etbiafimts^ j^iCaifSy - 

Are joyn'd m this with the Amrkmit 

Nor has't becii oiily latCj but long ago^' ' ■ • - 

As Hift^rics of focccflive Agps Ihow^ ' ; ' 

The Books dChnftiam^ A(^ bf^ykidstbd: 

Atnong Barharums a TradiiionTs khowil, 

Of Miracles by foriit Apoftle^ (howft,- • 

The Lives aiid Journeys ait with d^th ei^fij 

Of Tbomasj u*4r*j'i!idfbhtt<)Fi!ie^cfti'' 

That Britdhs^ Gehnanr, plaices ihoft tttnotcj .1 
Did, in thtir time^CM'^^^ Itribra?^^ ' , ' :} 
What other WorQnp ettii^amr'i T^cfei • 
If you fay th^£riwdts rival infBiiFa»«^.':2^^ 
It is not one Religion, but fartcNfei^;^''" ^' 
Nor ever all of ththi worflupM tjicB^ :^ 
Sonifc Stars, -^ Elenoents -fotaifc'iMaddre,' ' . 
Some Alu'mab, feme what nb fiibiUihic^ bor^i 
Nor did dic^ the &ne Law, or Maftdr owii* 
The JriW, a fcatttrM People, were but one 5 
Nor has ibeir Law bteii mudi bbferv'd t0 iprMi 
Since ^Iv^ his beams of truth diviiie did ihedi 

Many the Rules of M^mt obey ) 
ItttCliri/Hans live toiong them of that Vtrajf^ 
Aifid cite are more nUixierous thati they : <^j 
Wlml id idme places where theyC^r^ ireceiV^^ 
l|9( 9M M4fto^49 is toown to liva 






so ,:fflS.»J?.<l»»ft<!f. > 

Ca^triH ^ Men r^aclHy.aumgb Ejiwfiptes: ^^. 

Nothing ofEpigge, ,9r of W?3?5¥»' 09»cft», 

Aji humbly Hl.'4i^f^HlM..M i6iWi"*4» 

Foil winj;.;^Baai '^p ify, jjfjitsti. ^, 4 foPI 

Yet m thc-fpaccojF tliir£y,Years,Tcarcc more. 
■ They this 0m&^ tfie floa^ SfPfVfP o'»e, 
At^ to tlie Part^i^mti e1^5 j Oji^ f^^'ffi^ J>PF? : 
Am ft^thtccAges only prj^i^^e^haads , . 

Di3 carry, on the pw^cjiiiig Chsili's Gommavi^. 
Without external ProitiiieSj c« Tlir^ts, ;. 

Naj-ev'iiagaiijit t)),'AutJ>ori^y °f Sfatcs i .1 . 
Yet before CwJ?4^»ffc in Cljijli Ijcjiev'd, t. 

Thro'' moit q'th! ^fl/WiiH World hf: jyas^recjej^'^i , 1 
Who with the Grecians prcoch'd up MOTaI',rulefc 
Foi other Arts w«rc fiupous in thp^ijtpls j ■ ■■" 
HittO &Ti ih' Art of Bieafudiig the Earth, 
Tmfattticki how il)C growili, a^id birth, i 

Ctf Ammals,.anil Plants, did Lcdvircs re34 : ' . 
And widi what fi+btiltics Dilputcs pipcc^ ■ , ,,. 
T(ic Stoicki intijtir laboui'd Logicks ihcwp, ., 
The Fythagert^^ th'^ of Numbers knew j :-. 
TtatOy aiad Zpno^n, could charm the SetiTc, 
So Theopbraftut, with their Eloquence : 
Bucthey whq fufl the Chrifti'ajiDoftrine taught,, 
Bjr 110 fuch art upon their Hearers wrou^t,, . j 
Their Speech was fimple, without any i'nare. 
They only did in downright teims dec^ji^ . , 
What their great Maftc^ gave dieqa in ccf^ffotii. 
Andhow thi. Threats ai^ Pi^i^..did fi^qd. ' 
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This progieis nc'rc had been from that alone^ 
But Mir'clcs or God's fiiefling we muft own, 
Or both, to cany it &> ftrangely On^ . 

This may be added here, concerning thofe 5aX# 

Who firft with Chriftianity did clofc i "^^j/J^ JJ 

Theywere not in all other Rites imtau^t, mnts^hicb 
So with more cafe to that Rdigion Ixougbt : -■ might mthdrm 
Much lefi were they brought up in a^y way, ' 'Mm from m^ 
Which might difpofe them Chrift toi Lord t'obey. ^f "^> ^/^* 
WhUe Turks and Pagans, and the ftubbom Jcws^2iS?^^ 
Had fbraething previous, helping them to chufc :^^^^ 
The laft, their Circumciiion had before, 
find leamt only one Deity t'adore, 
Which made them ready Mefes to receive : 
While they, who in Cbrifi Jefiis did bclievt, 
Had many Obftacles which wouldv^ithdraw, 
CufioQi a fecond Mature. humaiK^jLaw, 
Parents Authority, all urg'd t'h^vc tept 
The way in which their grave Horc-F^thers flcpti 
Being Jews or Hemhens bred, io fp i^emaia^ 
Add to all this the certainty 'cf Poit^ 
Which they by that Profelfi'oQ wto:e to ^in. 
Pain, which by Nature all Men wojldd refufe, 
Nor readily would what procures ir chde. ^ 
The Chriftians long delxunr'd from Honours ) 
were, L 

llulfbs, Coniif(!atioi») Exiled hatd toliear, ^ 
Were to be ^counted their appoinrdl i^are \ ) 
Hiefe things were light, into the Ballalicecaft^ 
With Tortures but tooexqu^e to laft^ 
Cruel as witty IVblioe couUl invent ) 
And life was ofrm m the ConflidI: fpent 9 
As the Hiftor'ians of thofe times have wrote^ 

So iBany Deaths, no Famiqoe^Plague, Of Wat, 

hasfarottghc 
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Nor wetc they with the common Deadis toftrivci 
But put into confuming Flames alivC) 
Or look'd for Grudfixion) and the like, 
[ Reading, or thoughts of which, with Honror 

ftrike: 
Thro'but the Roman Empke theie did lafi. 
Till their KtligimCoiifUntit^e embraced. 
Without them but fhott intervals were palt : 
Elfewhere they did continue longer (till : 
Yet all the blood they did fo fircely fpill, 
The X^urchjbut with more living feed did fill. 
And thus the moic was (catterd^more did ^ing: 
If other Rites into the Scaleslve bring, 
The Greeks and Other Heathens, us'd the moft 
or their admirM Philofof^icrs to boaft, 
Bate S^craieSy Oymmfafhifts a few. 
Scarce others dymg Kxr their way can (hew, 
And who that thiims can well d^y of thefe. 
That in their Deaths die hope of oraife did pleafe ^ 
They thought it jgWous to furvive in Fame, " 
And have Pofterity their Deaths proclaim. 
While many (uffring for t!ie Chrifti'an Name, 
Were Men m Fortunes, and Ambitk)n low, 
That fuch Men veere, their Neighbours fcarce did 

know, 
■ Wonaen, and tender Vir^ns, gentle Youths, • 
With thebUA filood bore witnc^ to thefe TruthC 
Who can believe of thefc, a vain delirc. 
Or hope of laftingFame, to this fliquld fire ? 
Befides our Martyrob^ contain, 
But a fmall part of thde who thus were flaiiu 
And rarely can the Jews a Martyr boaft, 
Beyond jimiocbiu las time at mofi^ 
Since Chrift^s Relkion is for this the beil^ 
Is it not to be cfaote before ihe jpcft ? 

When 
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• • • 

Wheathc vaft Multitudes wt duly weigh. 
Who did their Lives for this Religion pay. 
Each Sex, each fcart of M^y in ev'ry Age, 
We needs muft think ibme powerful caufc 

t'cngagc-. 
And what to fo great conftancy could move, 
But Truth, and di'holy Spirit bom abov^ i 
If by the Argjuments already brwght. 
In ibme Gonvidtion is not wholly wrought ; 
Let them confidcr, Proofe in fev'ral ways. 
As is the nature of the thing, one wei^ > 
One fort does with the Matbematicks fuit, 
Aaocher when in Phyficks we di^xite. 
One when fc»r AdUon we would CoiuiCel take, 
Diff 'rent when Faft doe^ th'pnly qi^ftion make : 
And diis is always yeildcd bf the Wiie, 
Whmiioexcq)tion gaioAjtbeWitncislies; . 
And if we wiU not this for Proof admit. 
We all the u& of HUtory muft quit, 
The moft approved IVkd^anes w^ muft loofe. 
That Piety too, whidi does its felf diflufe 
Where ever Parents arc, and Children, kiiow% - 
For want of Evidence muft needs be gonp.- 
It is tbc pleafiire of the Pow'r moft hi^ 
The things wherein he'd have our Faith to lie. 
That our ObedieiKe it's Reward nuy gaii). 
Should not appear ib evidently plain. 
As tlupgs which Spnfe or Demonftrati'on (hew \ 
Yet as much L^t ihbCiId caby, as is due 
For r^iuig a moft iinh bdief^ in thofe. 
Who will not pertinaci'oufly oppoie h 
Hence we the Gofpel as a Touchrftowc find. 
To" try af^ prove, which is the upright Mind. 
For rnioe {q maiiy good, lb many wifp. 
Embraced fo h%hly [penal] Verities > 

E 3 It 



u 



$4 Df t$e Ctuti) Of 

Jt {hews that odwr's Incredulitie, 

Never £rom a deled: of Proofs can be. 

But that thcY' would not have that p(s for true, 

Whkh thek A/Tedi'pns did (o nuicn eichew, 

That it was hard, witli a regardlcfs Eye 

To fuffcr ail that fitters here, to lie > Chpid 

Which needs mult be, if they iicMf, Truth wouI4 

All that has beep concernhig Jefm told, 

And-thcrcforc would obey the Rules he gave ; 

An Evidence for this herein wt have, 

Thefe^ n^any Hiftorles for true receive, 

Whidi they on barp Authority believe, 

Of which no Foot-Aeps at this day are known^ 

A^ for the Hiftory of Chrift, are ftiown : * i 

•This^in the Jews Confeifi'ons we may trace. 

And the Aflemblics which thefe Traths emmracC) \ 

Of which fbtne caufe we cannot but aflfign \ 

Nor can t be any thuig below divine : 

No humane force could it {o long maintahl^ 

And fuch reniote and fpreading Conquefts gain : 

This could proceed from Miracles alone. 

But if we arc reibVd them to difown. 

That without them it (hould (iich ferde acquire, 

|s what we ought much rather to adxhirct 
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HE whoHi thefe Aiguftients, or othns, move 
As trucj and b^, GhriftianitfVappEove, 
of the New Co- Would he the knowledg of it'sPwoepts gain, 
riM. jyjyf^ ^^ ^ ^g^^ Scriptuitt which obtab 

i 



The 



% 



tStt:<SI|ilIftm)^ 55 

TI« narfie of .Teflltwat^ * C5ov!twlkit, ntw i' 
Where we the whole of this Rehg'icnj v5cw : 
for thfe wc fliitoU tiot forupfe td rccdVr., 
. . Wh« OhriArattS il^ays held that they belic^ci 
To Men of ev'ry SecSI: we Credit jpay, 
Alto thi Bo6ks tbcyftew us flf thw.^ay: . 
And thus tlie jfhdrkn fi jdUt J^m^t, 
To (hew What aoaariiies A/^£«iiAha^ tat#h 
Since then the Truth of Chrift's Religion's 
known ^ 
And that ik^in the BobKs the ChiifiiW own « 
If, iny a tndle i^al Proof require, 
Wi ftehiVaamit this c(^a Rttlf,dcl?rr, 
That theyM^o any Writing will opppfe, 
^ With whidi for fev'rfel Agci Men did cbfe^ 
Are JxkDxl tfaofe ifb:^iihihib iirft to xhaint^ 
Which may impeach tl£Gr{bdit diiitf did ^nni, 
Till whichjTjf fall Authority it muft remain. 

, ThcBooftsin^iiciiiioGhiiftiahs-difagrcej' n. 

To which feme xlcrtaih Nanks aifikt wc fec^ .' ' ^f /^^ ^^ 

To have bete wrote b^ thofcwhofeJlfealcsftfiy ^X 
The Writte df fucccfcding tiiws declare h (8^5 to thm^ wer$ 
Thus ^VjM; fmtks; <7^ffF}ihc#i -- rr-A mit tythem 
.^WithothcrMcn of. A^sthat cnfiic, • • . 6* rAofeNmism 
[Thatdl the lacrcd Bodies were titlcAtruc. : J ^C/?^- 
'Add j^hei) ttJkrmBiM dbcadccbmcv .•: . . 
^me of th'©E%!ftia|s in his finib wtit £tir :. 
And ev'ry Chriftian Church the lame did own, 
EVn befocrCkJi&idb to unitie Siebfi; known. 
Nor did the yw*joriP4^i^vcytt doubt, (botit. 
But they were ffidfafS^ whofe Names they bear i- 
5Wmrf6anfeft ifl'tAms iJjr ng^'naeanJ cjark, ' 
That Peter^ P^/, with iWitftfew-, L«i^, and 

E 4 Were 
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Were AOthfiNts <^' ^t Books which bear theii 

. Namesv ' ' 
Thus ^c4iut his own want of Wit fMroclaitns, 
Who doubts of what bodi Greeks dxA Rpf^m 

thought^ 
TTiaye bcm by Jiomer^ or grave rirgU^ wiofic ; 
More on^that Evidence ihould Wjt rc^. 
Which tdmoft cv'ry Nation does fiipply* 

I * 4 ■ ■ ■* ■ • . 

0^ j^^' Yet docs the Volume now in ufe, ccmtain 

Bo0ks andmlf T^^^ 'twas wid] one wMch we St. Peter^s call,' 
4bHb(td(ff The fame did thofe of James and ^ifi/lr be&l ; 

And thus with two, which the like late con&nCi 
From Johin^ the Elder fty'd,- fuppofes fent. 
TWjiPofofyfs as doubtfiil has'bcni diougjhc. 
And tne Epiftle to the Hebrews wrote : 
Howe'f that many Churdies them receiv'd. 
And facred their Authority believ'd, 
Aspcats, m that Chrifti'aiis wl^ 
.^^ Tf^ni) as of fuch Authority, do cite > 

. Which may h xiafon well l^ bought to ftiew i 

.: Of iboie, nodiing at ftrft, iome Chuidi^ Imc w I 

-: Howe K jhe Tram beingfet m a dear liglit, 
• " They did wid) others in meir ii(e iliute : 
N^or was^theie any caufe in Ihcfe to cheat > 
For \dthout dienttfie Syfiem were compleat^ 
Tlie iUf-&ii» I>3drine diey dq but repeat* 

.' ■ . • . • • • 

•*. J^L ■ f Nor ihould th'Edifik. to the Htkrewt wrote i 

hm n§ Title ^ die Jfoedj^s of doubtful Famfc 

fitov^d from thi 'Twixt Joha m'Apofl^le, and cm of fab Name : 

quality of tbi ':, ;...:.:*: • . • . 

Wittrs. " ' IT- 
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The qusdity of Boc^ is moft eftcem'd : 
Some Hiftories have been authentick deetn'cl, 
Whofe Authoxs nerer did themfelves declaxe > 
Thus the Acxx)unt otW j4UxMndrian \Var, 
Docs with a een ral Reputati'on pafs, (was;. 
Since part of what he writes the Author plainly' 
So fidce the Authors of the Books we dte^ 
Liv^d in the very times of which they write^ 
And as tiyey add themfelves, partakers were 
X)f Gifts, which fell to an Apoftlc's fliarc ^ 
It is enough our foil belief to gain : 
if any fay thefe qualities they feign, 
And to fome Books iiditi'ous na^nes did ghfr : 
They urge what none that think can c're believe \ 
As if .who preach up Tmth, anAKety, 
Should venture without any caufe to lie, 
Which not all good Men only, would refofe^ 
But to forbid by Law the Romans chufc. 

The Books which the new Covenant, Apo, ^^ T*' 
cicciare, ^^^ wMfte tbc 

Were doubtkis wrote by them, whc^ Nuqcs jf^ if^^i^ 
they bear. ikjfbad hew' 

Or (uch^at kaft, as they themfchesprofcfi : lidi^^mfis 
Jknd, wiiat there is like redbn to conrcis, ^'*^ '*^ 

•; The things of whidi they wrote die Aiidms ' 
' Nor could4(kfoctotnix what was untrue :(kii^^ 
' For Falfliood we no other grounds rcoeh^ 
Than Ig^^rance,or intentkm to deceive, (diofe^ 
JfianbcWy j€hn^ Peter j Jtuk^ were known pf 
Whom CImft t'atteft his wcnrds, and A<9ions 

f diofei 
An4 dierefore needs muft know the things diey . 
And this to Jamcrmx^ be apply'd as well, (tiell, 

fkuig 
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Be'ing an Apofile, or to Chr^ of kin, . 
And Biihop of JerufaUm Ha4 bin, 
Advanced by the Apoftlcs to that Sccw 
sit, Pa4 from Error muft have becA as fr/ec, 
When what be IcamM from Chrift he did deciabrc, 
jBeing rapt above the Regions of the Air : 
To him, br LsJks-i who always dosM his fide. 
For what Chrift did. Faith ought not be denyM: 
That Litkg did know, 'tis eafy to dippofe. 
What of our Saviour^s Life and Death he (hotvs; 
Being born hard by, arjd having travelled o a 
The places Chrift had vifited before, 
And had, Eye-witneffes of what he writer 
Often confultcd, as himfelf recites s 
Many with whom h^ Friendftiip did con^& 
Belides Apoftles, could atteft the Fad, 
Sbme whofe CHfeafes at Chrift's word had fled, 
Who few him living after being dead. T 

If TacitM^ and Snetomus^ are believ'd, 
Li things which happened long befi>rc they Kv'd, 
' fecaufe they're diligent Enquirers thought » 
Rattier fliould one dfteem what LmI^ has wrote. 
di Mark a conftant Fame is knowii to p^, 
. That he Companion to St. teter was, 
• And what he wrote ftiould have the like cfttem, ^ 
Afi if St. Peter dilated to him : ^ 

And farther hardly arty diipf^ is these^ 
But what th'Apc^fcs Writings do dcdiate x : 
(J) ApocaL N?* could the Writer of the things C^) tef«lf d, 

Wii^i God large folds of Ptovidmte unTeal^d^ 
Have be<^i impost upon in what ht iaw v 
(f)Autbor to Orhe,whowr(«eCt)tothemoWJewifliUw, 
);h9 Hibrtivs. '« wlmt he fkys ftofti th' hdly Sjririt cathe^ <» 

Or the Apofiks witnefling the iame. 

That 
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Thattheytodieatwith Lies could not clefigti,7 ^^* 
Mention^ before^ wc always ttiould fubjoin, ? '^J'^f fir. 
Whcii wc woijd pein£3rcc that Law divine^ S ^ 
Which. from our ppeaching/r/»f at firftwasfprcd. 
With his return to life fiiom being dead. 
Who Witncffes of ill intcnt'ion blame. 
The grounds of fuch their ill intent'ion name ) 
HexK can be none : If any fay they feign, 
yioit tbcy the caufe they tnanag'd mi^t maintain. 
For fuch- a cauft why (hould they fo contend. 
Which no advantage here could recommend } 
Not did they any dangers thereby fliun, ^ 

For that alone they did ail hazards run, > 

Aiid,a$ to worldly Goods, were quite undone : S 
No Man can therefore think they chofe this caufe. 
But in obedience to God's holy Laws h . 
Which would not have encouraged Faliitiesi, 
-Chirfly in-that wherein Salvation lies. 
So ill a charge thefe things witji ftrength oppofe', 
The pious Dodrines which they did propofe. 
Their Lives unfoottcd, and fo free from blame. 
That tHcir worit foes their Ign'rancc only name, ! 
No proper Parent of invented tale: 
To ftiew their faithfulnefs this (hould not fail, 
.. That their owq faults they leave upon record. 
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That all forfook,and Peter thrice deni'd their 

(Lord. 

But God himfelf did wittle^ to them bcar<, . caifrmafim 
Whilft he by Wonders did their Truth declare h ^ t^^deltt^ 
On' v^ichiince they, and all Men of their way, ^ the Authcrs 
Such mighty ftrefs with fiich affurancc lay, frm the Mit^ 

And to the Publick Scrutiny advance ^ ^^ 

The Times, and Pfacw, ev!ry Ciicumftance h -f^vtgU- 
The MaAiftcates coiKem'd, did they fo pleafe, 
The tmth or felfliood might have learut wdi eafe. 

Thfc 
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Thb too th'aflifting hand of Heav'n do's (hew, V 
That many (pake theTongucs they neyer.kQcw,> 
And Pauis fled (uddcnly in publick view, X 
I^(»r Yfat they terrifi'd from what they preft, 
To think the ruling Jews were foes pKOttft, 
Nor were the Romans lefs encIinM to dofe 
With what might them for Novelties expofe • . 
Nay Jews aAd /'4^4nf, of the Times rooft iug|i| 
That thele had "Wonders wrought durft not denf* 
St. Peters Mir'cles Phlegcn does report^ 
An Annalift o'th' Emp rour Adrias^s Court : 
And Chrifiians pleading before any StaCe> 
Urge all thefe feds, as being paft debate : 
That at the Tombs of Martyrs there remained . . 
A wondrous i?ow\ dicy publickly maiiitairfd i • 
And that throughout feme Ages it did laft v 
Whic^ if untrue, they might with (kime be cafi) 
When they were put to juftify their Gaiiie» 
JBefare Difpcnfers of the Civil Laws : 
^ So fincqucnt were the Prodigies there wrougjht^ 
Gfrfiem fuch uncontefted Proofs were brou^> 
As even Porfhiry\i\rx&]i confeft. 
With what'is already faid we well might icft 9 
Yet there's an heap of Arguments behind, 
Which may commend thofe Cooks to 'a ierkxtt^ 
mind. . . A« 

m.cni!t^^4L ' In them art many things plainly fore-(hown,ilfl 
mSStS^ WJiichnoMincouldbynaeralskirhavekriowte> 
$rifid^ w tha Th' event dedanng them 60m God alone. ^ 
they cmtm m- As die (a) lai^-fiidden-rpreading of that way, 
mhiniswhkh And that (*) no Agp (hould fee its pow'r decay; 
X?Turt Jhatit(hould(Oberejeacdbythe7«P., 
veard'fiim vVbik Gemiiet &r remote obedknce cfauie : 

«4«f». (a) Mat.i?.55,«J'f. TohBia.a8. (I>)lgixt.zz, MibaS. 
ao. Jdin 14 li. (c) Mat, 21. 43, d-f. ■ 

, <: ' '■ That 




That 'twould the hatred of the (d) Jews prbcuW C^^^it4^J 
What Cm'ltics for Chrijfs Name Men (hould jen- (0 Mac lo^ 
The (#) (ieg^and difnul niin to iuvadc (dure r l^\\f ^* ^ 
That(/)City,whcrcthcJwj their Worfluppaid i ^J, ^J/^: ''^ 
That there the Tempk Ihould be left forlorn, Luk.a i! 20,24. 
Wirfi the (g) Calaauties ftfll to be bom, CO Mat. 25. 

Add here, if God le^d our mortal ftate, 35> ^^ 

Chiefly in what t^hisWorihip does relate. 
He cannot fuffer Errors to abound, 
Where nothing but his Honour Men piopound«: ' 

But for the facred Books this proof fupplys, ^ alfi^ tht 
Utet of all Chriftian Seds did e're arife, >' cm kmdni 
^Scarce any has been found that thefe deny s. j Godinfrmu- 
Some the whole Volume for authcntick take, . • ting fumjidti' 
And they who doubts concerning any make, ; *** ^^* 
Others receive which do with (hem agree 9 ; "1 
When yet we foch warm differences fee, 
That^what one Party for their Ruk have cho&i ; ' 

Others would ihun, if ^twere but to oppofe. . . 

^ ■ • • 

Ind^fomcQiriftians did thofe Books difovwtf j^^^ ^ 
mich wae againft Aeir darliim n^^^^ 
^ither, who^out of hatred tothe Jivs^ ■::::. '^^.diurs 800^ 
pTheir God, and Law, did with, reproaches uie, . 1110:1 rgtfw 
^ Or, fearing Evils Cbriftums were to bear, . .yl ^^^* 
Tbemfelves decdtfoUy did J^s declare. 
But by all Chriftims theie abandon^ were v \ 
While, as they were by the Apofiles taugjit, -. / : i 
No differences unkind Divifi'ons wrought, \,: •: 
So they did not from Piety withdraw : 
Thefc, who adult'rate thus the Chrifti'aii Law, ;f 
May meet Convidion in what's laid above, .t .-,>.:; • 
Where that there is (4) one Deity we prove, < . (jf) lib. jr. 

. Se&t. 
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(0 libit k i^. Who into bciwg (h) the Creation fpakc : 

Nay, cv'n the Books they for authcntick take,' 
Shew that the Hebrm God did all things make:. 

Q) ExocL 33* He was by Mofss reprcfented (e) good^ - 
ip. But is thro^ J^fi^ better underftood. 
The other fort of Men we will confute. 
Where we agahift the real Jews diipute. 
tn the mean while this wonderful may &eih, 
That with thefc Men St. PmuI has no efteem : 
More Churches no Apoftle did ered, 
And thofe ftupendous Works he did eifed^ 
Were then by Chriftians publickly maiiitain'd^ 
When they might be difcovcr'd if they feig^'d ;•* \ 
If it be granted Miracles he wrou^t. 
What colourable ground can then be brought; 
We fliould his heavenly Vifiom disbelieve v 
Or what he lays, he did fiom Chrift receive ? 
But if on Chrift he did fo much attend,' 
That he would nothing teach, him. to offend \ 
Durft he have ventured with a lie t'impoife ? 
Hjs Dodfarine,moft condemn d^who can ofp 

• . Where^ from their RituX j^^^ ^Ufcharg-id 

• " • ' * ftiows ? 
• Nothing but Truth its fHf could this piocure \ 

(d) Phil. }. f. He^k) Cixxnimci(ion did before endure : 
(0 Ads i6. 3*^ (0 Some voluntary Proofs in him, they &w 

Of dePrtoce pay'd unto the Jewifli law, 
CO 2 COM2. And to more (f) hardflups did for Chrift^itei 
!©• Than did die Rigor of that Law require : 
Theie things, by no means pleafing to theEai^' 
He did to all his Followers declare v 
Inftead c^ one^ the Jews no more afford^ 
(i) I Tim. j.$. To keep all days for (jf) Sabbaths to the Lord i 
Qf) 3 Cor* 6 (^) Injftead (tf fome finaH charge dkl them befil» 
^ i* To bear with emal Mind thelo(sof all 9 

• ^ And 
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And fix tbe lUood of Scads, tbey u$'d to flay, 
Ourown an Offering to our God to {>ay. 
Nay he affirms, diat hands with him were joynM . 
By {%) Petcr^Joim^dnd Jstmei, all of one IMbod '/([Q q^ ^ l« 
Had it been kke^ he dprft not ^ pcodaira, 
Whc;a they mi^t have dcay'd it tohis ihamc;. ' 
EiC^qptiiig tbo), thofe tyc hdE^ . ^ 

Wh? ^c€ to bear theOjoaiti'auNajaatjeds^'d^ 
The ma^iifeil confcnt.of all befido^^ 
Who with theie Books, as i&qrod, hxfs conply'd^ 
JoypM to the Muades thrlt Waters wrwgbt,' .. . ^ 
AndGx)d's(i|;}pejCidi9rc9Qe0fr^ ^ 

Shcyild.be enough tf>. ^piccdpubting Mxads i ^ 
W tkn for 4U Hifloti^ of odia kind^ 
;^hich are not of fi^b Procfe as diirfe poffiaft i. .' • 
No man will their Authodcy centcft, 
Unlef^ iome Reafoa do againft them weigh> 
Whicb none, ttut well confidccs, hoc cdxi&f. . 

J£ any fey thefe Books fiidi things contan 7 w a- 
Mftuch, ai^ ImpofliWe, no Cwlit gaiA ^ Z2^Si 
I&^n ap{Mtai9 that the. Obj^oo's vaiik . : ^^5 Vibiff b^/^x fim 
)^avetm)ivn above theftowV ofltbe tnoftifig^v^orM/iMrixii^ 
h thJU3i;s thafi wry w CO R«P"8na»c55, ■ : -JT^k* 
hey byiup aUhmioane«cach excoBd,. Iw |^ ^ 
WcthcthmgjiihieAdiniratkHihrecd^: ^* 

ie hidden Vertucs Nature never knew^ 
af tec Death icdng the Moon's renew* 

Nor IS there greata weightm what they iBOve^ >^n. 

Who Ibtnething? thoe would againft ^'«&«^tS7L'!L 
psoye: "J _ 'i . 

More Wit prLeaimngcaafiichilenprelencI^ -l 
Than did fixun the ^HfttiniBtbde Books ds6tti3. 

» ,, I Whac 
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What c're we with right Rcafon fticw'd t'agrcc, 
In lively Charaftcrs you there will fee h 
^ vS**** TTut God (m) cxifts, and is in Effence (H) 6ne, 
'fiSii^ Poffcft of all (0) Pctfedion ever known, 

3>4»5' Pq^'j^ Wiflom, Goodnefs, Life, beyond degree^ 
Ijb. I. $.5. That the whole (f) Univerifc he caused to bei 
^ &Seft.io. That he alone (^) preferves things what diey arc, 
(r) ScBL lu But (r) chiefly Man, his mote immediate care : 
Q) Lib. 2. That he both (/) can, and will, folly rlrward 
Sea.14. Thoft) who him only, as dieir Eiid rtgatd* 
A.Sea.t5. That we our (t) looft Defircsflicfald bridle in : . 
liUi. $A That an the race of Mc«^ aie of : C^) kin 5 • 

From whence an Arg^mclit of force does provCi 
That we fliould oiie ailotlier truly lovei 
Reafen^s a Guide dccettful, very weak, 
If to know any thing beyond we ieek) 
Or of God's Nature, or hfeSoverai^ Willi 
What lew'd Diflcntions aU the Schools did fill, 
While beft Philofoj^ers betray'd their want( 
^ , •. of SkiU! • - : ' 

.Kor need this be a wdiider, fificev^find 
^Tliey little underftopd of humane nfind, 
^ AndhowcantheSufmmthetibedeiitiMf 
The Pmdent know, that it much danger biibgs 
To fearch into the purpofes of Kin^ ^ 
And that the fearch however would be Vain. 
But wlut Cdnje&ure can tKptSt t'attain. 
To what th' Almighty freely does cndaiii ? - 
That 'tis not to be known Plato did hold, 
Unle& an Oracle the ieoet told : 
But dKii no Oracle that ro«r was, 
Had proofs fo clear, as the new Cov^enant hts t 
Nor ever yet did Man attempt to t^ve^ 
That any Rcvdati^oQ fiom wo vf 
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EHd, of Gkid's Nature, dr his Will, make known 
What is refHignant to what there is (hown : 
Some things of middle nature we may view. 
Which of themfelvcs claimed no obedience due, 
Or eUe in which lio turbitudie did ftand, 
Whidi before Chrifi had licence, or command j 
Tbefe Booksi for want of iuch, are no lc& full ^ 
Since later Laws may former diianuL 

But Ibme thdr doubts cohccmihg thcni dedard, Mt»^ to m 
Uppn the difagrecing fenfe* diere : g^i^^i?' *f 

Yet this (hodd credit add with them that find, Sj S^J "J^ 
How thty for Faith and Dodrine are coiijoyn d, Uicwfi^tnt i^b 
So as in other Writings nc'rc was feen, ' tach Mir. 

Amongft the Leam'd that ever yet have been, 
Whether yon Jtws^ or Grecktj or Romans name. 
In evVy $otxiCt Men of grearell Fame : 
Of ev'ry Sed fortic Men will difagrcc, 
This we in Zenophon and Plato fee : 
Men ftom themfclvcs are often diff Vent known,7 
Either forgetting what before had gone, 
Or beingdoubtfiil what to fix upon : 
But all thofe Writing Which we &iaed calU 
About thofe things to no divifion fall, 
Which do the Rules of Faith and Life (tontain^V 
Or how CJbri/f liv'd &dy'd, and liv'd again > > 
And they agree totircly in themairi. . \ 

indeed in cixcumflances of Ho weight. 
We fbmetimes find ck:cafbn of debate > 
But many Ihin^ M^iich lie from us conccurd. 
Might all thefe teeming diflTrcnccs have heal'd i 
Or, Ait lite thirig^ at difFrtnt times abbiuid. 
Or Names ambiguous do the Mind confound ', 
Or had one Mbn, or PlaoeJhTames more than otle » 
And fuch*like circumflances^ now unknown : 

F fiut 



Biit this them from imputed (smi may free ^ 

Who.lic by compa^ will iii all agicee. 

If fome flight difagrcemeiit itill appear^ 

Which will IK) RcconciliatiW bear •, 

We ought not there£bre all thefe Books fuipec^ 

Unlcfi wc will all Hiftory rejcd % 

For we as much may o( that kind perceive. 

In thofe which wc; without difputc receive : 

Polylfi^HS^ and Herodotm to name, 

XitJjf, and Plutarch^ Authors of great fame : 

How much more equal is it not to doubt. 

When it apjpeaxs the Writers were devout > 

And thought it aiminal, things falfe to tell ? 

We by extriniick Proofe might ^ch refeU 

XIV. But I affirm, none fuch are to be found h . 

^L^n-^ ^^ f Unlcfe our doubts on later times wc giround, 
fijf'oZlid Whei^e Enemies the Chrifti^an Name woi 
Jeftlmonies, wound, • 

where^tis jljim We cannot fiich for Witneflcs receive > 
that tky ma^ Nay, foreign Proofe confirm what we believe* 
mrefar theft j^^^ j^j-^ fuifcrM, Jews and Htathens taught ' 

^*^' And that he and hisFoUow'rs Wondcrsivrougbt 

Some forty years firom Chrift Jofephud wrote. 
Who docs in Terms the naoft pia5|)ic\)us own, 
What was by Herod^ Filatf^ F eft Hi. doi^ i 
Fcglix^ John Bmift^ and Gamd^d names, 
And how JerHjalemtxpi^A m Flames' ; y 
The Talnwdifts the fame fully relate : 
TacitHd tells th'cffedfe of Ntros hate. 
When he againft Girifii'anity did rag^ : 
And feveral Books were extant in that Age, 
( Such was old Phkgws we before did nanic ) 
And publick Rccor£ menti'oniiig the iame 
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To which the Chrifti'ans commonly appeal' d ^ 
Nor was the Star, pdiriting at Chrilt, cbnccalM : 
They name the Earth-quake, and Eclipfe o'th'Sun, 
Againlt the Courfe in which Nature had run, 
When yet the Mqpn at Full felt not the lofi, 
jP&Knxt the time when Chrift was on the Cro6. 

No other diffici;dty I can narfie, ". . XV. 

But that the Writiiffis are riot ftitt the fame : ^f ."^Z'* ^^ f^ 

The fate of other Writings we muft own, KSrmf 

To have betidcd thefc may here be Ifiown ; h^ijjg 4;, 

The CopietS Negled:, or feulty Wifl, cbamed. ' 

If not his want of neceflary Skill, 
In Letters, Syllables, or Words, might wrong. 
By change, omillion, fome of them too long 2 
But thefe things ftould no Controvetfyraife, 
Being but incWcnt to length of days : 
But that by fraud, or any other ways. 
In Doftrinals all Copies vicious were, 
Or where they memorable Faftsdeclare, 

Don t or by Books, or Witncfe, of thofc 
times, appear. 
, What ever of that kind is offarM fincc, 
Muft pafs for Railing, not for Evidcqcc. 
This may be thought enough to lilencethofc, 
Who for Mutations holy Wnt oppofc > 
On whom it Kes not to objetfi; but prove > 
Since they\f a fettled Reputation move, 
But we their vain pretence aiay ' Iboii deted, 
Whp what ne'er was, nor can be, here objed. 
Before we prov^d,'tp any equal Mind, 
The Books were tlieir's whoffe Names afiixt wc 

imd') 
It follows then there was no diangc of Books : 
And if to every part of dicm one locks 

F 2 No 



4B fiDf tfie Cettt^Qf 

No change of part mateiral can be found ^ 
Some eiid, who made the Change mull needs 

propound: 
l*hat, where the Change was made, (hould 

differ more 
From thoie.remaimiig what they were before, ^ 
Than here the fharpell fearch could e"*re cxplor^:^ 
Nay, as before was m this Trad "obferv'dy 
A wonderful Conibit's throughout preforv'd : 

^ Befides, when any of th' Apoftles wrote. 
Or Men who Apoftolical were thought. 
Sincere Profeffors qf the Chrifij^an Name, 
As their concern for Tmth it well became, 
Muft needs have usM all diligence, to gain 
The valuM TranfcriptS of ^hat they iraintain, 
Tbreu^ EitrofC'^ Jifia^ ^gyf^'^ thefe difEis'd 
(For the Greek Tongue among all thefe wai 

us'd) 
Could not but fpread as far as Chrtft was kaowiit 

, Confider ferther, as before was fhown. 
That fome Originals were ieai to laft, 
' Until the fccond Century was paft : • 
A Book of which fo many Copies were, 
Preferv'd not only by a private care. 
But by ^ole Churches which did Chrift obey. 
No Man to have been counterfeit can fey. 
Add, that 'tis evident the facrcd Text 
Was read in (cv'ral Toijgucs i'th'Ages next. 
The SyriaCj %St\mfiCy JrMc^ 
And ijotin too, agreeuig with the Greekj^ 
In all thofe weighty things of which we fpeak. 
Farther their Writings to our hands are brought, 
Whom the Apoftles, or their Followers, taught i 
Who many Paffages fifom diem do qpote. 
Agreeing widi that Senfe which now we note*' 
• Nor 



SiTf^ 



r in thcGhuijch wa$ any Man poffeft 
•filch Authority above die reft. 
It they'd comply, if he a Change had preft., 
is IreMHSy and TeriMian^ (hew, 
is Cyprian tooy who without fear withdrew 
m\ thofe who then were moft reputed fiige ; 
1, if we dcWne to the iiiccecdin^ Age, 
r rind Menof beft jud^ents, ^iitatdl p^rts, 
I'had^n their Stages thro' the lib'fal Arts, 
erfh^ltttmoft fea^diefc to receive^ 
d of Orig'nal Puirity believe : ' ' 
proof of thi$ divided parties joyn h 
who belieye the World a work divine, 
i^Ghrift the Fpuiider of a Cicried Law j 
:liagainft chaining would the other awe : 
»r yet did aif y ^Ikk that licence take, 
at to have chang'd tKem for their fide would 

nja^e-j 
I$kIi nehce is feen> that when e^re they difput!^ 
^ would icom dience his Oppoiite ^onfu^* 
bat's urgM of Providence concpnfd for all, • 
) every part of thefe alike ^illfall, 
)r odgjht it of our God to be believ'd, 
lat Kc would (ufFer Men to be deceiv'd 
ft what's of greatcft moment to the Mind) 
ho had his Honour above all.deiim'd, 
id next Ae way to Happnefs womd find, 
^r many thouftnds fiich as jdiefe to run 
tQ thofe Eriois which {hey could not (hun ! 
lis may be thought fufficieiit to miaintain, 
hat the New Tfeftamcnt does there contain^ 
Jd there at large is our Religion feen. 
et'fbce th'Alinighty'sPlcafuie it tep been, 

F^ Tht 
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XVI. The Truths the Jews belicv'd (hould now ap- 

Ww the Mthth p^^ I 

tlolhotL ^^^^^ »^ f«^l^ LigFit to our Religion bear, ( 
CliCwauat. 'Tis not amifs to fhew their Credit hae. ) 

What prov'd thofe other Books were titled right, 
Will icrve for thefe, where any iScaXX deny't. 
The Authors of thofe Bobks the Jews receivMy . 
Were Prophets, or moft fit to.be believ'd» 
Such Efdras was, thought to have joyn'din ouc, 
Thofe Icatter'd Books which went before alone 5 
When at that time fome Prophets wece alive. 
Who would againft an loipofiti'on ftrivc. 
Such Hagg/fi^ Aialachi^ Zactfiryy were knQyW.f 
To pafs what was in praife of Mofcs fhowitv . 
Tagms confirm not only what he wrote. 
But what of later times the Jews weic taugjht :^ 
So the Fho^niciAn Annalills procUim 
jDavid, and Solomon^ (o great in Fam?, 
And they their Treaties with the TyrsMsVdmisi 
Nebuchadomz^or^ with others joyn'd, , 
Who Caldees ruFd, we hi JBerofiu find ) 
%/£fyftian f^ofhres^ Jeremy does iwd<?. 
And Afhrtes in Herodotus^ are the ^u^ne*. 
Of Cyrnsy and who fcUow'd in his chargp - 
Until Ddirius^ Grdd'ans fpeakc at large. 
And m thofe Boqhs Jofefhns did cmite. 
When AffiM tp his way he would invite. . 
We many things may gather in a Throng, 
Which to the Honour qf the Jews bclocjgi \ 
And to what's, mention^ here we wdl B>ay ad^ 
What we fi:pQfi 5f r^it^, and from Jn^/stf had : . 
But we who in our fuff'rmg Lord Wicve, . 
Thefc Books >vithouc difputing fliould receive \ 
Since there is fcarce a Book but ours do cite, 
-And hiax to agree with theirs delight > 

' And 
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And whea Gfaiift blatoes the Doctors, of their 
And what ia tjae proud Pharifee he faw, (Ljw, 
He never mentfons any Change they madc^ 
In what froito ^ny Projiuit was convcy'd. 
Or that &^3|)0(i^^oi4s Books they brought, 
. Nor can t^ ^et Qlf^ifi: pf them be thought: 
Confid'rkig how the wandring fifbrtw Sheep, 
Scattered ttwu^ut &e World, thcfe Boob 

did keep.. . 
Ten of the Tribes firft firom jiffyfia led. 
And after, twos did through all Aie^ia fpread \ 
And afimr Cyti^ ..did the Jewf rcftorc. 
Many ;did.mni]J>k F^eiga Nati'oos.oVe, 
Thefc Men the Macedoman^ did invite 
Ii) jif€^0^lri4. to taHe delight : . 

The Civil'W.^^^/inodigns knew,. 

The Wars wi^kf^V) ^ vvhidi^opfa m^di^ 

Did ft^ $b^ jf^n^:^ iii various parts p txade, 

Thefe did ^ (Tj^-z^^c S^egion fill,. 

The Citle$;tQ(^pf:-4^.(aw' their Skift > 

Tt^s j^f$cfdi^4y.J^^ 
The IQes (^ Cmi^ GyprsiSy and others top : 
That anciently at Rome they numerous were, 
Both fforaccj Martial^ Juvenal declare. 
No Art qp^ PeoplC) fo divided, cheat ; 
Nor coul4 tiiey have cooTpir'd t' a Fraud To great, 
Almoft tlweehundred years Vrc Cbr^ was here, 
Sooie Ki^g^pf 4&^j^ n^ 
To propagat^p^^^h^ Books the jE^f admire, 
Wmlft they the SfVentys Veriioq did rq^^iire : 
So in like ^nie the Greeks did them receive, 
Whence vi^ith a change 'twas harder to deceive ; 
The Laiiguage which we from Cddeam take, 
Aiad thatwhKh at JerHfalem they fpake, 

,F 4 That 
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That is hzV'Syriack,^ hclp't thcfc Books to fpr«d, 
sPart bcfi>rc Chrifty part after he was dead : 
jiqHilai^fifchH$^ Thecdofion^ 
Each to have tuni'd them into ^r^fi^arc known, 
Which witH the Seventyj Origin did view. 
With others, in the ra^in all 5 them trae, 
In tilings of weight none can a diffrencc (hew. 
7hilo Ib-'d famous in C4/iV74^s Reign, 
, Jofephiis J:o f^effatian'^s didrcmain \ 
Both cite, oi;t oj the Books among the Jetl^s^ 
The very iame which at. this day we ufe : 
And many then of Jews^ Chrifiians b^canoe, 
WhoM certainly what change dicy fouiid pro- 
^ claims • ' • 

If 't were of moment,which they might compare 
With the moft ancipnt Q>pi^|that tKcfc were \ 
But far ficon) doing this, they oft deligjht, 
fii tlfe feme fenfe with Jetrj;, their Books to dtt^ 
But any Crithe 'gainft Jews has ihbre pxetftnce^ 
Than either palfliood, or elfe Negligence, 
With fucH Devotion they thefe Books imbrace/ 
That they will telL you ev*ry Letter^ place* 
Add yet a ftronger proo^ whkh laft we rang^ 
Thefe Books the Jews would not on purpofc 

change, 
Smcc thence,w}io fqr their Saviour Cibri^ receive, 
ftove ftrongly, or at Ipaft a^ they believe. 
That he they worihip, that M^ias was^ 
Of whom the Promife to the Jews did pafi h 
And none catrthink fince that diipute arofe^ 
Jhe Jews would, had they PowV, a Change 

b^vcchofet 
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»*T^ fee Mem PfarHs whflc wc fit at cafe, ; ' * '•. 

.A b what docsi6orauch Human Natiwpfc^ 
But it becomes usChriftiW to rcjoyoc^ SmSmef^ 

Not only at our ha^inds of choice > fo^e to CbrifiU 

But to endeavour^ to bur Pow'r, m ficc miy. . 

Thofc who are toft in Errors ftormy Sea, - • 
And to have them our: Happsiieis psjrdike^V 

Twards this^gic^t end. the former fiwk& ^iid 

Bccaufe the proof of Trudi dQth il^MjBjpoSfy 
Whkh do's it felf s^ainft that Truth opp^ 
But fince all odicr Worfhips that are kno^ 

The Pi(f4«s 3f^B#»' that die Tirri^ do owni 
Be^es the Errors cpnimon unto all, i / 
Have eadi what tdit$ proper £hare do fidl^i < 
And againft oot^ iii'dlff rent methods iight i 
I think I (hall do Truth the greateft right; 

If I of^ each make the dilute entiifc: , :.: 

Whidi dcnng) of theiReaders I deijre, .. 
That laying all Partf ality afidi, ( ty'd,' 

And what c re Cuftoms long have held them| 
They'd ufe unbyaisM judgment for thek Guide*,, 
Wbift with us fiich Impediments haii^ (dacc^ 
We go with Fetters uiitoTruA's dnbracc, 

Firftthen,againftthe?4j'4«t:wedii^ute, . IL 
Ani thefe^we did beS)fc enougjhconfiitc, ^Jt^ ^^ 

tberi is'bm m Goi: Tiat criated Sttrits mgtUjW had y Suffifi M^bg 
wfrfl^W^ mtbm tbt dmSfm of thimfi M^ God. " ^ 



If they bdicvc more than one Pow'r above. 

In an eternal equal fiate4ainove*v .. 

Wc having (hew'd' only one God to rcigi>, 
Who all things of h|m(elf did Hrft ordain i 
If of acated Minds their God they make^ 
Either for good, or bad, we thefe mufi take : 
T If good they % 9 Flrft, let dkm have a daie,» 

r.vvi\:-r • J^iheyarr cheated with a Namclbfeir^ 1 
.'!^ ■ «■ For iit i^ vary dang'rous erring there > : _ 
* Left Foes they take for Friqods^and thofc duit^ 
. .:. Inftead of tho& who (hoi^ God's Plcaiiiitt 
In Reafqo too we (hould fi)ciae diif'ienceiifid : ' 
For Vfiidnpjfdid to them, and the ftrft Miqil? ' 
MlV.kHme. what Older is :alfign'd to eachf , ' 
What good refpcdively to us they reach v » 
Tktf .wcL«^ JLidg what Honour the gKcat Kji^ 
Inli^o4^ wc to th(% lo WIS jPbw'^ ihould bni^'« 
Since oonfiiof theie tt»y ^ai^ jpiccdKi to haa¥ry 
This bow uiipprtain isr cbe^ flKmi . 

How Aiuch more Kiertain they weitaott(>ei^ • 
If to thdChiBf this Woiflujpthey tran^ 
Thi«f/4^heUtfaedutyofjdirWift^ : ^ 
This dpns ..lie: with mtwi loaniiidendB adv&ft.) . 
SiiKe the good Minds bffkig Servants to thcHBcfi,' 
If him they .pleaie ttiey^naay iecisdy rcftj ! 

Of iheir good CXSkb^ tjicy can't bat -bi\ 
■.;*•':';) jpbfleft/ i'..- -. :..■L^i!;• 

in. TbeniqaffightArgiinifnti bdief otstytdity . 

r»it £x/t7 SpU> That untoivil SfwitsJWuw prayU / /• / 
lI^p'^'.C^Firft, that their Followers they did not bring 

m^^t'ifi- :!'^^y» didJrisiWorfliip what ihcy could impMT^' \ 

then 



Thqi*tf)^ 4i4 (hOD^y l^giAraces incite, 
Ag<iqift the 1^ w^.wprf^ God ari^t v ^ 
And the mjigUided Jbabble tirg'd idbeir pains : 
Whfn.yet th^Poet^in liccatfi'ous ftrains. 
With Parricides and fiapcs their Gpds did charge ; 
And fifkarmyj^thmff.ffy at large, 
Wi^i^l^ tbeCinxlNiA of a Pow^r&ipicam^ 
Wias^U to xnalte tfait^fubjed.of fais Thcaoi 
Andlthe moft diff 'rent Rites on^ Coilnpound 

ty£^ptiany PbiygiM^ JGred^ together laid,. 
The tUtUfm too, thcf did at J^mrptrCmie, 
Thf^fij^^'d thsijfmflf way atones . ^ 
A3 is i'th'E{)igaffiS>aiii Satyn (fa^^ 
And fonaetinies IMtmllu^rat btktmSi ikm Wbes : " 
Th^agaioftCiiirlfli'ansE^ ' 

0( which the otjbf cauie to be zSBffidr 
1$, that tfacr' WDriUf^d.Hhe Eternal Miod %■': 
That thusr the Gok they fav'd thrirljonoufi) 
Fearful ofihimaloDfi who all tngpoft. (loft, 
The third Exceptionls takeii from the way^ * 
In wbicb tfaey .wcfflupt tho& they did obey^ 
Such as could netoi f)kaic^anlk)nefi; Mind. 
Thus there we hunoane SacriBces find > 
'TkiioGAyts in Tempks naked Men expde, 
And ^ewdncTs ncign'd in theirinoft (blenm fihowsy 
Thefc Rites now ih -i4«rfjrif 4 i proceed. 
And Jfi'icA thrfcM^nfiers flill does breed : 
iy^ fu|thcrr ycc,< thdTe there have beeq, and are, 
10 \i^r£hip Min^ which evil diey declare. 
Thi^^Vvi^;! ai'God die P^iivi mi^ 
And Greeki to: Cmoddjhns wprfhip paid : 
'ththiiiins xoVJefrtfSy and Indumsyetj 
With Ethiofans to fuch Pow'xs fubmit. 
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And what more truly im]p?ou$ can be feuod ? 
For of Retigious Worihlp what^s ih^ ground ^ 
But the belief of Gpodnefi V9t admire^ 
Which wet' exprefs i*th' hurr^left way defire : 
If a known evQ Spbdt this sseceive^ 
Our fel ves the lye to our own Wbrlhip ff^ 
This too no le&than Tieaibn ihuft be diov^t, 
When ^'Honour whi^h du|s to our Kiiig B 

taught, . '. ^ ' 

Is not withdrawn alone, but g^r'n to fSxo^ 
Who are hirRH^ts^ or at kaft his Foes. 
Buttfaeyr arefottifli, whb ^c'rc count upon% 
That i good God wfli laot airaige th* Af^^ 
They Chodd Goiiikler that his Gleir^ipy, ' - 
And Juftrce no leis infinite, agpiec > 
Where bold-^cM WidttdniBteail bounds eXDcdi^ 
Juftice, asebf neceffity, proceeds* 

Nor do they leis defove Rebifkes to bpTf ~ 
Who fay they only worftiip out of Fear * 
Vyhai He wbonn we beUev<p fupreanily goody 
Is, as communicative, uiiderftpod. 
And thence fifbm Him all x»ther Natures rofe t • 
From whetkeichisConfequehcediredly flows: • 
That he docs ufe an Ablblute Command,- 
O're all the(e Workman(hips pt his own hand $ 
So thatfirom none of them can that proceed. 
But he at his fioee Pleafiire could inqpcdc 9 
Which Being grained, we colleiftwMieafe, . 
Who Vre. our God fo great, io good, does |deafe| : 
Can ne're from evil Sphrits have that hurt, . -' 
Which to good purpoles God won't convert^ 
Nor can the evil Spirits that jconunand,' * ' " 
Which wefhould not onthata(»9unt witfafiand) 

For 
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For vrhcn the gwife of Good the Evil bear, 
Tlxnou^ we of their flights th^ more Beware, 
7heGi(t5 of Enemies dixeitfiil are* 

Some there have been, anid yet are kwwh /ig^^^y^^ 
■ t^havc pray'd,. , ' Ihip Uich in 

To Men whde Honours in the Duft are laid ; ' PsganifmirfaN 
ThisWor(lup{houIdhavepropermarksalIigii'd,7 ^**'^'^ ^* ^^^ 
EHftina from what is pid the Sov'raig Mind, ^ilf^^"""' 
Andthenoe (boie good we (hould expe^ to findo * 
But tkis their Wor(hipper$ could never (bew^ 
Not knowing what tnefe Souls departed do,^ 
^ againft this we chiefly Ihould mveigh. 
That many Men to whom they this did pay. 
Wore more than others for ibme Vices famM, 
And thus for Drankennels is Bdcchns nam'd > 
For Loft thus did their HercnUs iurpafs s 
Againft his Brother Remains impious was 9 
And fb againft his Father was their J^v^*, 
So that tl^ Honour paid to them, would prove 
A great Reproadi to the true ^0^ above » 
Who does in PM)bity diiefly^deli^ : 
Againft it felf they noake Reliygk>n iig^ (Kxf% 
while what iliould iqittcr Vice with conquering 
Is taught to flatter it with its ownPrdfe. 

The Stars and Elements ev'n long before, AgaM rm- 

Fine, Water, Air, and Earth Men did adore : jibing stars 
But nothing is more brutifli than this way : and EUmms. 
Since the chief part of Worftiip is to pray, 
Th'Objeds of this fliould have Intelligence \ 
That th'Elemcnts have noiie is plain to Scnfe. 
If any iay Stars are with this enduM \ 
The ground of fuch their Fancy ne'rc was ftiew'd. 

By 
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fey th'Opcratioiis, whkfe ihtk Natures tclli ^ 
Wc cannot judg that tKls to tWttH bcfel •, ' 
Nay, the unaltcrM Cotrffe lii^hich they rtibvt, 
The contrary witli mighty ftrcngth docs prove '•> 
This argues they no frcedbnif have of WiD- - - 
But do another's Purppfestuifff\ 
Wc their (ubfervicncy to Will have fliev^^di ^ 
Whence we Qiould think imrftlvcs the bqH 
- endu'dy - » ' 

Our better part unto oui! GWcl'rtiOife near", 
And for that likenefe, trntoMmniiDrc dear : 
Therefore our fcl ves we ou jght not to debafe,^ 
To what -s fiibjeded to us thK)Ugh God's Qtace ; 
Off 'rings of feife forthetri^byti^arebrOUg^' 
Which how to pay they ncTcr can be taag^. 

^ yj- Soniem their WorflMplov^ityet do fair,- ' 

Beafts. A fhcw of Redbn fome' naa]^ ftStt" tb (bare*, • • 

What it't when we wkl^ Man's Woifld it cbi* 

r«*^ • . . ■ . _ . ■ •■ ■ 

And their GoTfcqpti'bns,Wh'itfG€?if* they firtuttc,^ 

Ne're firomt 'wA^ia by v^otis^Oi Wtif irtg^ canie^ 

Their Works irt kind,afrfnaam4er, arc the fame. , 

Numbers and Mea(ures eait they comprehend ? 

Or how the Courfc o WHeavcnly Hoft does bend ? 

Man on the other fide, of fherigth but fmall,* 

Into his Sniaores makes Eirds^ Besrfb, FiOies!^'^, 

Thefe by his Wit he brir^ under his Law, 

Ev'n Elephants and Lions 'beeps in awe, 

Horfe aiKl Oxen makes togcthet' draw h 

Things the moft nox'ioui ufefel to him makes 9 ^ 

And thus from Serpents whoMbme Med'cin^ 

Their Bodies frame, and&ittof iv'ry part, (takes^j 

Unknown to them, do not cfcape his Art : 

Thence 



mc^ he (be ufe ^ worth of them can tcU^ 
hat Sjf^iis^ and whai Gcms^ <iacb beiel : 
en he the SOfudhue erf's own Body views, 
hich him by far tfee nohkr Qeal!iiie{hew& : 
llOe're oDmpare ariglbt^ fo &ir wHl bv : 
)m thinking one of the(e a Deide^ t' t^!::. . 

n he would rather think God did oidainr 
a vicart'ous PowtoVcthcm to reign; .0 
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L4tw$^ and^rrfi^^ we feid^Drvbti^onpakl,' . .^p 

. what.of no Subfiftnw Nature m*fc,. -fu^Ss 
t were mcer Accidciits to diii^ diat were >7'rpm mm 
pudence. Fever, andthe like> to-^paiie : S Subftmes, 
iilth^which in this did mudb more jaSJgf fliam^O 
t a true temp'ramcnt of parts we find : J7 
rtunc, that Ucity acknowledged hlini, ^ ^ ' 
Mil; a ^ of Chalices to one's Mind : j . 

k'AffedionS) Anger, Fear, warm Hope, and. 

Love, "I ■ 

otbos which from Good, or m, do move, 
r we coafider them remote, or ni^ 
lidSy i?di'aidti'c»)S of the Kood do Uc, 

; th'Aninial Spirits carvy^d dicnce are known V 
f thefenone havcanaotton of diekown,' 
It on tb& Eminrc of tht Will depend, 
: leafi for their Dire(%oo, and dmr End. 
f Virtues Worfhippers with them were (een > 
udence, which lies in dioikk of the t^jaxtnm^^ 
/hen we purfue what's icpk|Bfifeed good i i 
he biavii^ Dangpes, coimtnd Fortkade ; ' 
ajBUtic, in keeping &omanodict?s right,: : 
nd Temp'rance moderating our delig^ ).: . 
hcft.D^iitionsunioGoodwe ibidft f -w r^" 
£tled by a long Cuftom in the Mind i 
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but dicfe, tis they cncrea&v fe may dccdy^ 
And, much ne^leded, vafii(b quite aWay :' 
Honoar, to which they oft did TemjAes raifc^ 
Is 1bK)wn to lie but in another's Praifc y \ •• 
Tliis oft the Good havt mift, the Bad rccclv'd^ 
So fa& 'turfi^: Mati to be deceivM ! 
Sinoe.QO Subfiftencc then thefe have at all \ 
JMo^ fo bdow things of Subiifteoce fail > - 
^lor can thefe undoftand the lealous Pny^t^ 
WiA which dm Reverence' of them wc dedart^ 
To wodhip fuch Reafen mu(f di&Uow : 
Radier to Him we thould devoutly bow. 
Who only gives, and can to us pieifervir^ 
What we die moft to be admdr'd ob(ervei 

VIIL fcut then to Sliiacles P^^i appeal^ 

Af»^ ^T As if the Truth thefe of thefr* WorCrip fcalt 

formMtacUs Their Sages many, as unprovM, reject. . 

dm moHi NightaiidRetirraieiit Were fcnrifome the SceiKi 

ttwi- To others but few Witnrifesr have been. 

Such as with eafe niij^tfwallow down t Cheat) 
From fubtlc Priefts, well praftis'd m Deceit : 
Not knowing Nature many did admirey ' 
And qualities occuk tlxir icarch did tire \ 
With admiration thus (omt Load-ftones iaw 
To its embrace the diftant Iron draw : 
Simm did in thefe Arts (uccefiful prove \ 
And tbcnoe citid SlfoBmm wonder move. 
Some diii^s by fiich we muft effeded owi^ 
Which have a PbwV more than of Nature! 

(hown. 
Or v^t Man could draw forth ftom dati 
alone* 

But 






Yet thefe'do not im|dy a Pp|V'» Divine^ ' .' ' '] 
To which wc ihould Otnnipotchce afligne t ^ ^ * 
But iqtcrmcdrate Spiralis for thb fufficc^ 
Higher than Men^ yet under Dbitics^ 
Who being very nimble^ Aiong, and wi&, 
May bring together what rennoce does lie. 
And thence compoft things wondrous to the Eye j 
But that th<& %wdts canfKMi'^pod be thouglit^ 
Their Woiibip therefore kid, before was taught: 
And this ag^inft their Vencn^fon Arms, 
That Men pretend to force them down widi 

Charmsv 
When yet the wifeft Heat)icns!own^ it plain, ' ' 
That words tlie pow'r but pt Perfwau on gaiil. 
And that according as thdr Sen(b we &xL 
This proof may of their jpravity be joyaM, 
That oft they promifiM him or Iter to move, 
Againft their Inclination, untaLoVe^ 
Injuri'ous m the Pnxniie, or Command, (bta 
And Humane Laws (uA tiBts with. Son^ery 
Nor is it ftnange, if bewhom Wc adore 
With the Deluli'ons of iU Spirits bore. 
To punifh them who foU' from him before* 
But then tbb may thdrlmpotenprpeirfwade^ 
That none had (ignal bea'fo by their- Aid t 
If any thence retumM toLtfea^un,. i i 

They ne're were known inii&^lbii^ to xenumiV 
Nor could they zSt like diofe vAoSjk enjb/d. ^ 
}( e're a Powr divine did ietmknploy'd; 
It never was foretold that diiswaS'donc^ ; 
Tl^t Men-ipig^ into that Rel^onrun I 
And nothing Undets but the Pow'r divine^* 
M^ lave, what grtatly diffeifc, h defigm 
As for Example;^ ff one ihc^ believe^ . 
That to 0QeHindf1|/^^iightdidpve> .- 
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^vvas that h^. Rq^ifatioii fnig^it acqtufl^. 
To gain that PiwfV to which he did af^irc^ 
Ek being one Vihbm God bcfef c did ehufe^ 
To execute his Jtldg^cnts on tht Jiws, 
("or otlnnr PrDdigie»^e c^fc tsigbt ho. 

In which we txoAmQoi fteli^n fee. 

■t 

( ■ ■ • 

IX. , What was bcfcic obfervM vwpna^'apply^ 
AiifromOfA. Wlicn on their Odldcs they wokW tidy : 
f ''* Chiefly Aat God n»y Cheats oft them pctaiit, 

Whomt?hd;Ij^t^weldTlEad^ qoit. 
And generally 'twas doubtful what was itttant, 
The wdids cmupl^iBg with :^hat c'te «vcnt : 
If mj dt]n^ni3ri»r|)]mnly was foijetdid 9 
A ^ow^f ^vine Ibr fhid Mt need iiot hold s 
Frx>iitaCjACmik^ ii^m^ proceed *« 

Phyikjans dbnis luaDW-ciblir 1>ifeaibhited : 
Much €omj^£x»dithic obfevin^ ifi^t ba^ pa(^ 
Fot tirhich th'cspedenc'd aoed-tio Figure cafi* 
But if by Tugar^ ftofibfls t!t&t^^ iboWft, 1 
what had dqpcfidao0eon<3<^'s Will tiloiie, V 
l^ocaufqof wUidi^befite fiutc^^ci^af kndwiir) 
l£ wasnot td coitfirm'diifc I^Rgwi HR:it^^ 
But radicr it agamft thdn'aild^^t. 
Thus Vir^l^ nk 4if<3eiiinig -wteit Hiva^incant, 
In his fourth Ecic^fe^fct^ cUiqmicnC) . 
Wfiat&sneokifj^ (b^^ 
Vid. Ci^. de Of. Clirif^ t^ATile. 

Divimdoiie Tboie li^vids to^flidtirtk)Uc Fjruit'w^ 03«de,7 
/f^. 2. £um While they im~Aami!&liIk%tlid > 

bamusappei- Thatbcwfabof tnisPbwf fliotaU'mf(Mfl^ 
fandum quoq; Should makehisPrii^peisfiKmitheijri^hlrt 
cflc regem fi And Porfhiry ^aH *Qia«ftetk)cs<*anfcx, 
falvieirevdIe.YVjicreth'»Br^Pb*^3^ 

.'i ••,' To 



^ 





tie C62C(f fan Eelfgf on. «3 

Tobc tfac only God the World (hould fear, 
While othars vanifli'd into cmuty Air ; 
If this AfoUd's Votaries obcy'd, 
Ev'n his own Worihip muft afide be laid : 
But if their Worihip fiill they paid at large ) • 
They'd their own I>ity with Mhood char^ 
If by their Oracks theic Spir'its de%n'd. 
Any advantages to humane kind ^ 
Some certain Kuk pf Life they needs. mu|}^\j^ 
111 following which Men happily might live : 
Yet they nor Rule, nor Happ^nds, propound. 
With which their bUnd Devotes fnight 

crown'd: 
Nay, on the contrary, weVe*often ^uqd, 
They in their Vcrfes worilof ^^i^s 
And WrefUers unto £icr^d Honours-ijnifc] 
Unto unlawfid Loves they did iiiotc, 
And catching Wealth without xc^rd to Right, 
EiKOurag'd ^ug^it^rs, and a yki ous Itain > 
The hare redtiqg wbi^ pur, j(xstws yirpu^ flajii. 

This againft Pi^4»yS« ftioqgj^^ ^. 

That it on humane Force fo paw^re)^ « . "^^^f " 

That whenfoe're that w^noC mits^ ^Zi Tffri 

Asif tbrou^tbat itflood, k^puddy4y'4- rf its ftlfas 
h\itwhcttCli^fansty^Qft7Mrf^}n^^^ fion as hutrani 

Only in fiovy th'Etbnick fljtcs rremaon'd v ^ds in^i with- 

When yet Om/flismtY y^2s}qssm dram.. 

Evn with the 9k)od did fiemn ikjs Ma^^ 
This Conqqeft'^ gpunU ift<§fK(s of ^ the ^ow'rs 
Of the forag'd, sui4 bloody So^fWEOViis. 
Nor qmU l^mVl jfif&WsWit ko^ 
But fen^y it fell into dfC^y, 
Nor Force, npr h^ Pefisenty aggioft it bcoug|ht *> 
A Carpenter, theFounder's Father, thought? 
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S4 ©f tfie Crutft of 

Nor did that way which made all others fail. 
With flowVs of Rhet'rick on Men's Minds prcvaih 
None of thcfe Ornaments their Speech did grace, 
Who firft periwaded Mai Chrift to embrace : 
Of Gifts, they being poor, made no pretence. 
Nor mov'd by Flatteries to tender Scnfc : 
Nay, they declar'd that Pleafures they mull (huri, 
And for that Law all worldly haiards run : 
And this fiibdu'd not Paganifm alone, . 
But ev^n the Spirits which did that Worihip own, 
Cbrifih Name of them Men s Bodies dilpoffefi, 
And thdr known Voices they at that compreft : 
And beiiig ask'd, why then they filent were ? ) 
They were agamft ibcmfelyes forcM to declare,C 
TTiat vAitxt Glnift was mvok'd their Pow'ir 
diflbly'd to Air, ) 

XI. SomC| hardW worth the labour to confute, 

.l^JJ'T? Unto the Influ eflcc of Stars impute 
JS^r.^i't The rife, and progiefi, of Religious Rites : 
caj rf'Riiigm But diis their Science no known Rule unites, 
to tkeigkacy if And all the certainty, which there is known, 
the Stm, . Is that fiom Stars thcre^snothibg certain (town ; 
. But none of thofc cRt&s 1 here do mean, 
Of which fomeileoeflary caufe hath been. 
According to Ac I^w which Nature gave. 
But what the Will of Man for caufes have, 
Which being of its fclf entirely fifcc> 
Gan^t fix>m abroad receive neceffity : 
But if thlmpicffi'on from without's fo ftrong. 
That the meere pailive Will is forc'd along s 
In vain was giv'ri that gratefal pow'r of Mind, 
Which wc ki.choice, aft«f confid'ring, fi'nd. 
The Equity of Laws could not but ceafe : 
' From all Rewards and Penalty's" that frees ^ 

For 



For , where the A£t is ncccflary fouivl. 

What /auk to puniflii Merit to.bccrow»'d? 

Belidcs fomc AdH'pns of thp humane Will, 

Juftl jr deferve die Chara(atcr of ill > 

But if of thdc Hcay'n were the proper Mint, 

As heav nly Bcrfit^^ God did ib impruit, 

That they compel Ac Ad wic fcem to chufc > 

Of caufing moral 111 'twouU Ood atxufe, 

Who maft be thought in full pcar&dtiongoqd ; 

Befides his hate to fil is undjoftcjod^ 

By bis known l^w whiich dofsmim that diflwadcy 

But if he it inevitable made, 

By an eiflfedkivc PowV himlclf inftiird : 

^Twould (hew as if things contrary be willM h 

Tfyit the fame thing ifaould, and (hoiild not be - 

While by his in^pplfe into Sin we run, (donc^ 

Some, with more jprobabilicy, declare. 

That Stars firflinitaence the ao^ ■ ' 

Our Bodies this ) and qualities conveys. 

Which in oar Muids {ucn kii^of PaflS'ons raiie \ ■ 

That thefe (^cn entice the ycflding\S^ill, 

And their Ck>mmai^ it ofoi doeisiidfil : 

Suppofe that*thi§ ware granted ne'rc fo dear j 

Twould nothing make to help the qucfti*on here^ 

For C^^^s [Religion dodi witfidraw die lilind. 

From things to which die Body is incFin d : 

jHow then coujd bodily Affedipns move. 

The Chriftian way of Worfliip to approve > 

And how could Scars to caufe its ri(e be thought. 

When they only by thofe AfTc^'ons wrought ? 

Whatever Laws to Men the Staffs would gives : 

The wilt aqd^ood exempted froth them live ; 

Wifeft Aftrologas do this coiifcfs \ 

And wife wcjc they who firft did Chrill profefs : 
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But if ill Learning ariy force we fee. 
From the Contagi'on of the Flefli to free j 
Such among Ch^ans have been ever knoAvn, 
Who in this Praife to flourilbj 51II muft 6wi| : 
BelMes thi learned in^ the Syd'ral Arts, 
Own the Effedls readi but to certain parts, 
And thofe Effefts bit' temporary are s 
When this Religion yet has lalfed &ir. 
One thoufend and fix hundred Years, and more,' 
It's Praifcs eccHb-dforth from Shoar to Shoar, 
liidiftarfflc^dns ffifetch'd out'Wrefo far> 
Whatever the Pplitf on of the ruling Star. 

XII. TTib t6'Chriftiari'*ty may TriyHcs tdfc, 

Tu (hewn that "fhat cveiy part fliines with foaibicrcmgRays^ 

% ( Z^ ^^ "^'^^ ^'^ ^ Countenance. delight, 
cbr'^ian Mi- That it convinces With its Native Li^t : 
i'm are affrav'd So that ehou|h We among P^ans, fold, 
bjf wife Pagans : Qat of whofe Styings in one Sy ftem joyri'cl, 
and if there be All 6arRc%iduS tmths we might dcfcry : 
Zd^bTbl ^ that l^eligion don't in RituSlir^ 
ikved^ things of But th'Etetic'y in the Mind to place •. 
the like l^nd are Adultety tC) Hi ih wlfll't cmBfiretce : ■ 
found among the Not t6,rtt)ay the Wrongs which we reccivt : 
Pagans. Qfec WlRi 6itt' Husl^d, ftiould tbgethcr live \ 

The Bond pafpittttl vtoh does them iinite: 
That thisjVr^fs Office which ftouH moft delight, 
Xo dp to Men V^hat good is in his pow'r, 
Chiefly ^hfare (harp nfccdfitieS devour : 
From diths as ttiudi a5 may be to forbear v 
To be cdritierii fot Clothing and fot Fare, 
With what 'tfre heeds of Naturie do require. 
But where Chri«ian'ty ftill rifcs higher. 
And dididfeiicS With Woridei: fccms to ftrike. 
We with the wifeft taffans foad the like. 

What 



What of the Swils immortal State they hold. 

And life ^(uTTiing unto Bodies cold. 

We fhcw'd before FUto~i^CaItUes taught,~ 

Of the Divin'ity tl^ diffinftion thought. 

The Father and the ^lial^tfindf from whom 

He held the Univerfe at firft to come : 

He adds a J^ii^ W^fh. Qver:ipre^ds the whqlc. 

Nor dpf s fly .^itfifif their Rcfiff coiitroul, 

VfhR .thiijji t!;c ffeoia^je iSitiii? with piviuc^ 

Wigjjt to cqiBpoff a Cngle Perjon jpyii ; 

Suclj hc.bpli£x'4thatt^i/t''<^'(*«^wjis, 

Whom he woul^i^yciFpip Hfav'n dircdtly pj^ 

To teach WwittjUR thj: helpful Art of Cures i 

Who fees nt^ jyiut pfffoce phjiffs Crofs pror 

'■*;w5>,.". ■; 

YetHeailieiis (11 tl)fif Qods thp like tHpgs brook : V 
Soaje we (^ gtfvaiJlSi otJicrs Thundcf-ftruck j > 
Some iiuo pjf rfs^cu^ Woui^s ptti.ei? took > Jt, 
Th^ Wiji^.lT'T^ ' €««i Maii'^ jpys she pigft, 
Wli?9 hjpi )iis,"^)f fly t(K de;jre(Uofl. 

P/afo, as if wlwt WW to-come )ic foHijd, 
Says, If «(c ^ jrfie P^ttqm WQuld propp»pdl. 
It muft be oiif JKlvjfe Vtirtuc is deippird 
Of all thoi^ ,Qa)ftn)iMits with ^j}^ j^ Coi9'4 • 
He 41^ bcwifili^ij fW$ht, pxpos d fo ^^ ^ , 
Aj'^Jwnqful Ck*^ ^i)& after all be banji..' ; 
Patience exemplify d unto the height, -'' "'''* 

J,i.r*I[i: >c". . ..9.--. ,. 

.10-.: !/vi-;i .4.; . ., ^, -■ ■, . 
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.Lib: V,-.;':., , 

I. "T^Hat gllm-riiife- Light falutiiwiydfgrKS, 
■ A.^^f'"'^ ■*■ As &om a cfifmal Cave hirafeif DM free, 
SS*Stfcw^°''*^°"^*^'^^"^^' who miitting th'^tfciwt, 
l/ifj fff /ii After the JewiJ^i.RitpthfirWcMiipiay. (way, 
jrtvi. Ttutpaitti Truth); that noble cntfanbc'ipaile, 

Makes mp in' ^ie^^t manner. Jpws pdFmdei . 
^yh3t'scifc'd'^traive'withequalEaIS^ '. " 
Wecannot but cbiroiG that It apfifcai^ i 
^ That they from thofe Religious-Menddcmd. .. 
■ Towhom th' Almighty Embailies did feliid, 
- By ProphelsaiidhisMiu'iftringSpir'itsabovcl'. 
From put of thepi did die Metfioi move. 
And tlicy who firft preach'd up the Chriftian Law^ 
Theirs is the Stock whciKcNouriffiracnl wc dra*, 
Being ingrafted there > that they prelerve 
Thofc Oracles cif God whicli we oblervc, 
"With the like Veneration as do they : ' '' 

AiidwithSt. P.jK/mofi zcalouflywe pray, ':'. 
That God would fuffer foon that dgy t,o dsljTO » . 
Whei) ftom before their Eyts ri^-Clbuds'widt 
drawn; ' " ■^■-■-^■^;- ■■ *'■*■■;■■ '_ 

They may difoern with m the laij'ltrffflPrf:-*- 
And, 3s into thdr Prophets was' imtill'd. 
That vre who long no facred Cov'enant knew, 
iflay lovingly embrace th'enliglttried Tew, ' ' 
And hand in hand that only God adoit, 
WhonL>%*4M^ If^iCi JiKthy IcrrM before. 



Firft,^dcfircthemtha* tlicy W)^^^^ B. ; 

What piiSadH^ for themMv^th^ i^^!!^*^ 

They-fey nor more, 1&!rt tiiSffcHroalfcMt Fatne i Afl^tosl \ 
Of thek oym Ffeb^«fi ^iidlh^ WorkyfSkKlaim » ^ 
As iieeds niuft «ome^£f(ii!m dit>(e wiio W d 

/• . ■ ' • ' ' w r , . r " ' *>*•". ' ,* 

wrnc> * ■'- . j -^ . •■ .*-! < . , i *. i ■ ; » .\ ' 1 ; 

So,that£ilr}ZM:ifmIdplt^dvtiW'OiIy^^>^ , 
And puingVI th'^^I^M ibh^ht^JeprOUsSdU'^ 
That with liew Life«'')f^g liliiVdil ^s^ 
After his wcq>&ig1Vl<$t^do^^ bis Eyes i 
And feverat oth^djijK^ (tf di^ lilcieluicl^ 
Amon^the JeW« ftp^ MitDv'd We fiiid^- 
A;'^m good llVit2i^£^n>'thctn coa^a'd. 

Theitiiift £«|bi«,'ttiought tVe ftcii him^ ; 
twelve;'WitiMdiWhdfe Lwis none ceidd >e-i 

Ashcafccnckdto Ws^THronefabbve. * j^ 

Ajffekiet CiovfA df.Wttikflec^ makirittn, « 
Tlioe^tr Death, tte^ j^W him 
Whichjtf<<x»krid^ '{true 

^hat. what he taught^ oil Eai^^ mo/EbneAs 

(Wbvrhat we et^ually •a^ldaft may uft : .. '. 
But to omit Authoritws toyrife,' -V] v ' .. 

|t' W Mj(/!k Afti^si {»^^ 

i^or cahGoaaiiCh0tt^4t>odriiie^^n^ * 

.:: r. ; 'Some 
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$0 tDf^f^or 

iC'/sffi * ^Mfb Calunwy w«4i4 befijBB leS^ : ^ 
&m^ Slewing tte? wb«(«s CteiiVs DpftroK (^^ 

Mfiftifimft ToiftTeWs ftew.Sf !tp»h we m^y difenw . ' 

Than the liitci Aki^^sqh f «(5ff«?» is#, . . ; . 
ToblmuOiM^/hislefsretlcdPraire, : . 

As is in />% '^vAMH'i'y iw; , 
BQt|i»tin*it^q|[f Oiriftiiadcver becq» 
Does op^y fioiQUs FoQovtr'rs Books app^^ 
Who tfcutt he weot an I»6nt: thence, dffdacr 

^/«, ac(4. odwt |wf, iffi^^y own, . 

That h!».i)^i4o(l thewito MNvxKl grown« 

Put tho) HofiljKm hhftf insAK^hr^ vm^i^ ., . , 

Should ffop (be pxOgKfi of ^Cjbiipdfvn^w 
Since j)Qtbx»f mem agsioft fwh Ma 9Wf^. : 

Qut that in %^£ypt fuch had ever fibt^t- ^a 

Whtleii^ift,:«v hb DiT^plcs ^ l^.mi^v. 
0r aiiy odw plaec, «^'c«0.'hf)i«% -• , „-■ . /i 
To do whttMrc, :st$ done .Vy ;CM^ weep??.? ; 
Thel!)ttte&jcs>4|)cal{, thiiUmt9.m&^4ttWf^ 
Mtf a $iddtntoKgHieWlitiygK(;fi@^-iiwl^ 

llheEsip(M^7)A^n^.^jr#,.i^^ iv.- m\7 
Who fpMUfi?£k>§$j|tk'd«BQft.ef thisitVfiiiQIS^ 
jfiad th'Artt»as<gi!V(3iiB$fi^ topW£-h(^%0 
And if the Taliii»i;!iii'f »toitj^ JlV««.Vi.') r.j viS 

TbettBtt«rtoagmni&.ibe><^MiQ]h^ .r/^ 

Andifooe:.^><ICbiftiaNQr ^1^^ 
Envy'ii^{d»tlB(m1ri|$Jtfinf$tei;d«to)e0. . ini 

They wouUbtibei^^'thplilif; #«(lw$ J9n&l' 
Or fliew'd them dimoe, by Ptfto& which noQC 

~«can (hun. 

Sane 




me Je^ aioibe the Mirachs Chrl^ did, IV. 

a Scart by Kh^Soroimf hid, S^/'^f ^ 

:hliMfaboi;^4thoafendYta«i»dflei«, i^lu 
^o ^ceLtofis to th« T«nfic kept; ' 

this w^ tead by Chiift -9 a Fiditioii bold V 
of thc^ ivotidiiw Lioos no&itig^s told 
y Book ^ the OU TefhoDtnt^ 
^y^fifl^s^ dr the A»i»Mf fciit 
g vl^ /#;M^ (O the Tcmpk's fpotl* 
itlf the Jw^(ii)rtfefsthcFaa,thcwhae, ^.y- 
lows from thfif ©wfl ^iWiidlL Law, ?l&ii* 

ndW ftould fe>rfi bkft Jcfus Faith withr SS^ 
X ii)' (4) DMwtrfm etprefly fays, (dxaw. ^^^1^ jf^ f ,0^ 
after hittt W^tiM^<*th«r Prophets raife i ^^ W^n^hif if 
, that Ae RM^Je* Aouki obey them, (hews, •«',<^«^» ^1^ 
Hi«3i^ftiifeiftheyre&^^ K.'-^ 

h^ 4re-i*ft^«riir/ the certain figiti (^^ Deutcig, 

:an we more illuftrious ones divine : 
te ft (ir) JPiophet (hall himfibif dedare, (&} Dene, i^ 
«ftll« by Miiiides his Title fait v' - . ?>4»>"' 

ids-thtoi not to^liflett to his Speech, 
: to worfhijxkfatif (Sods fliould t^ch > 
Gcfel will (c) fijich attnong his People bear, /OTofCti ^ 
ry r to his Woiihi^ they'l adhere. ^ ^ ^ 

e didr liiter][M:et«s ^Ifehtly colletft, 
:astriiePr6rf^sthey.(houldaUrefpc<9^ , / 

► cfotft' Ac Woiftip of Astt God divide, 
) does ittfcikrall^d bvet all ^eiide :' 
big enjoyiV^ i^t' in this cafe aioiiev 

Vprftip to fiflfe^bdx a»W: taaghtto pay i 
ftii^v'd it pit*aAi*ifto fufih to pray : 
h^mSi foirtrt^-Ptejphets, he ttquir'd 

- ■ ■ . . -1. 1 ■. * 
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9^ fl)f tgeCtm^of ^ 

Ag^unft his Miiadcs thai nothing lips : 
That he miAfofes differ, can't wfficc. 
VL' For this dkir Rabbics as a Ruk maintain, 

J^^,^ ^I'^i That he who does a Pbw'r for Wonders gaiii, 

Yence between tk With any facred Precept may ditpence. 
Law if Mofes Except the worihipph^ the Poirr Supieanu 
mid ofje^ Tis dear as if 'twere wrote wth a SuQhbcainf 
t^[ mJ^. ^^^ ligiflativc Pbw'r with God di4 irtft, 
it& litm thax When imto Mofes he his Will expreft h 
thft «/ Morei In times fiiccei^ding he . the fame niuft have; 
might be ^yeiu Who in his prqper Right Laws ever gave. 

Is notthcrcby hindredfirom making U) 
• ' / Which do dircAly fornFier LaWs oppoi^ 

, • ] ., To urge that Ood's immutable, is we; 

^^ot of his Nature, but his Works, we ^po^ 
'. . The Light for Darknefe, Youth for Age docs 

change, 
'j • • • . ^umniflr to Winter, works with God not ftrang& 
CO GcDi2.i7i j^^ (i^ had leave, onlv one Tree denyM, 

To feaft himfelf with cv ry Fruit befide : 
The killing Men in general God forbad > 

ie')j^Cguz^.2,>Jbrdm(tyxo flay his.^.his Precept f^2d\ . 
Offering eUcwhere than at disappointed placC) 

(f) I Kings Now he refus'd, now (f) Ucft of his free Gfac& 

1 8.' 38. Mofe^hisljiw^ befides, tho eood we pwq.v 
Dos'ti fdtow that a better igttvit bp kpoyp;^ f 
With Children childifl< T^ the Parents ufe, 
Nor to connive at fault5 of th'Age refiife » 
But w&n adult ^y wiU a»:re^ 
Aiid p»ecepft5 rf ibfi ftri<9:eft Vertue teach. 
How great: the beauty qf a^ bonieft Mind ! 
And what Rewards it (kill heri^er find ! 

ii) Hcb. 8. 7. But that the Law did of (f) Pcrfraipn vpiSs^ 

This tobe thought a Proof fiiffidW is > 

• ' That 
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That in thoic times foine hdy Men out-Kio 

Wbatcvcr by the Law they're prompted to.? 

Mofis Revenge does partly lawful make, ^ V 

Partly the ftriCteft Juftice bids them take h . . J 

Yet, (Ji) beii^ wroittM in the mbft highdegicee, (h) Nmb.12. 

Him praying for thofe Murmurers we tec. v. 1 3. ic 14. a. 

SohisCORebeUiousSoi^DwiVwouIdfparei iS?^|- V 

And (JO bittereft Curfes did with Patience, bear. ^^$\ 

We read not that gpod Men their Wives did 7^1. * 

Altho th?ir I^w did plainly thi$ permit, (quit, " "^ 

Laws arc adapted for the major part : 

Some things were to be paft by, there, with Art, 

To a .more ^pcxkA Rule tlien to be Iquar'd, 

Wlicn Men Ciod's Spir'it in larger meafure flhar'd. 

By which out of all Nati'ons God would draw 

A People fub jed to a purer Law. 

Mofes propounded, plainly, no Re ward^ 

Beyond what does diis nnortal State regard. 

Who then cm queftion but thore might have been 

ALaw more pmed, dian what that is feen. 

Which migjlit eternal Bills clearly propound, 

And this is in Qirift^s In(lituti'(Hi touod. 

Here by the way we 0s Remark may chu(c,> Vllf . 
With what Injuftice the cosval Jews > ^^^ Wefts 

Chritt, tho obedient to their Law, did ufe; 5 obrir^lj't- 
He had been (/) circumds'd, like them did eat, pJsrpUUkwM 
ilis (jn) Habit too was Jewifli, as his Meat ) m Earth \ m 
He to their Pricft fent (») Lepers which he cleans'd, w^"^ ^ Con^ 
• Nor with one of their (0) Feftivals difpcns'd •, maidmm after 
The Pafchal, and the reft obfov'd with Zeal i • Zh&noln^ 
When he did any on Ac (p) Sabbath heal^ trinficJ^Goodn^ 

• . ' . ; in thm, 

CO:Liike a. 21. G^4» 4. XmS Mar. 9. ao. '(n) Mac* 8. 4. Mark i. 44. 
Luke <« i^ Q0} Luke a. 41. jdin 2, 13. '23. John 7. 8. (/)Mat. 12. 5. 

^ Shew'd 



^ 
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Shcw'd that tfieir Law, and GbmmentaCovstop^ 
AllowM Men on that day fudi Works to do. 

SAfis 10. Some of their LawS)thefi(^) fiift d«clar'd cepeafd, 
of. 2. 14* After his Triumph am -Dcatb-rcvcard : 

He being into tn inmoft Heavens r€ceiv^d, 
CO Afts 2. 33, The (r) Holy Spirit adorn'd Ihofe that belicvU 

3^* And thus he hisiiill Regal Pow r siaintain'd^ 
j^^ '• *• In wWch the Le^ativc is contain'd, . 

(O^i* 7?* ''''^ ^"^^ D4n$el 6w in his Prof^etick view, 
1 3, ^k Who, after Syria 'and 1^^^ Fate did (heir, 
(The laft of which was while Aagi^m fwayM) 
That unto one all PowV - (hould be conveyed, 
CO ▼iJ* Com- To whom, tho in his outward habit (r) !®w, 
mcnt. Filius All Nations of the Earth (hould ever bow. 
J^^Hc- That part, bcfides, of the Mofaick Law, 
tcm^quan^ Th' obedience unto which Chrifi did withdnW) 
fignificac. . Had notfiing honeft in it (elf akme. 

But thin^ indiffrent, mutable, thence known^ 
If of themfelves they neccflary wore, 
Would'God but to one People them declare, 
And that not till two thei&nd years and moic? 
While u4frf/. &WC, AW, who liv'd- before i 
Mekhis'^dech^ jibram^ Ifac^ Jac0b too. 
And 7^6, an dear to God, none of diis knew, 
Or what fiom nothing hardly was remov'd^ 
Yet was their Faith never the le(s approved ) 
Large were the marks ihat diem th' Almighty j 

(toyU 
M0fes on Jethro did not mge ihak Rites : 
Nor J0ftah on repenting Nksivkts i 
Nor others, writing to the Moalrites^ 
To thofc oiCMet^ -^gyt^j Zidotfj Tyre^ 
Any account concerning thefe require, 
When toa le^'nk^sall dieir^iQS they call : 
Thefe Precepts tfaer^c Wcxe not general : 

But 



But either to keep off fiMneSuiffefi^^d, 
To wtHdidie3^ wcKckoown the moftkK^ 
Qrdfe that Peqpfe, fo fiifitfieck'd, to try. 
How $^r diey'd widi the WiU of God comply v 
If not totypify (baiejfotqrcthkigs. 
And this no £;«at0rcau(eof womler brings >» 
Than if a Kii^ sdl Borew^i^ tepral. 
That one ouy floiaiflt^VO the CwfitnonwcaL 

Ne^ any thing the fiuteM Ftoof hasgsim'd, 
That God from diai||^' has himTelf rdbain'd : 
What tho he Ibmetimes thefc perpetual c^ ? 
The like docs often huiHaniLftws befid;^ '' ^ 

As dilSdEent fiEomtefupoisBrylaw 
Made for acertaiii dme, and trsHofient'Caufek 
Yet What does hinder but new maybe made, . - . -^ 

When publick benefit does ib -perfwadc ? ^ ' 

Thus God the 3^/ did yariooily comotiand, 
Warn in At (u) Wildetfneis^and Cip) hdy Land : Oi) Exod. 27. 
By Law$ peqpemal, thofc God thewfore meant^ W Dew:«".i. 
WhifiSh were to &mi till Us leveafd Intent. 
WhiGh way fif fpeak«g/s^ iht Nations ufe. 
And ffiould the le^ iUQVc wonder in the.^vflr/, 
WithwhoIpsas^^4l9that(;r)xk^andftrvk C^) Eko.2u6* 
WWchbutfioroJubfleetoJubfleeididlaft^ Lcvit.-25.r)Ki: 
Then the Mefliah's Gofiaiqg mey agxe 
9Co be the feuflunggtcat(jf). Jubilee. (>)E&(Ji.a, 

The Jewi(h Prophets too plainly forettdd 
(X-^ hew Covenant, pcomlsVl long of old : 
And full of this does (%} Jim^del^, 
\l^reGoddoe^ptoinite toCif)iniufethe Ugh^ 
That tK>ne need larther gimp in bakfidNigj^ ^ ^ 
\Vhile Truth-infixibVl on iev'xy Sveafir^pfeafS ; 
Befides. a:£cn'nd AnUiaOy nkdaies, 
Not*.npi«zb ki-dds ttnlito« moitdidSi^ • 

^ If w^^ikfarlovrSiiSittwaesra^*^^ 

Who 
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Whoaftctadefedionfittm- hfe PowV, " 
Whik Subjeds OIK aiiotiiier wodd devo^ 
The better to cftablifhlifting Peace; - : 
Them fix)m fonnic loads of Impolki'ons ftecs > 
Aiid on a pcrfc(ft Law letis Ih^ depend. 
Who for the future iHOmi(e to amend. 
What is already offered may fiiffice v ^ ' 

Yit take their Law ^ ioi its parts it lies ^ 
And 'twill afptwt Aat nothing there diiplac't, 
Could pleafe God in it &lf, or always oug^t 

: tolaft, ; ' » 
Vttt. Their Sacrifices; firft tfiWlfelves prefcnt, (venn 

As their SscrU Which cv'n fome Jdwr thought Men did firft in- 

jS^ Q^ Whence againft tf^Wy Gods they are enjoui'd » 

Perhaps but rcquifity <!heir^ mims to wcatt 
From what they had living ill Egyft{tttL 
When Skn^ce was, with their Offepring,-coni€ 
To take up in Religion too much room. 
As if 'twould m it's fdf th'Almighty pkafc, 
And him, piovok'd unto the heighth^ appcaic) 
Withouta Reformation in their uves, 
Then it of Reputation God deprives }^ 

pfilm 50. Of this, he tells them, ^ He makes no' acoouRt, 

^ How Mgh foe're their Holocadh may mount, 
^ While Flocks and Herds they on each other 
'heap, 

* Bullocks,& Goats mmgled with harmleS Sbeepj 

* With thcfe they would propitiate him in vain,^ 
' Siiice they but render back his own agadn,- 
^ Tis his what feeds on Mountain or on Plain \ 
^ No Beafis w BirJs^ fzp he, py notice /kc^ 

* jindfjhodd I hunger^peed I tcUit me f 

^ Mine istbe Vniverfewith Mtbi9igs there / 

^ Dofithiri^theBkodof BidUorGoMtemfm^ 

■ Once 






* Offer to Grod the Sacrifice of Praifc, 

* And pay tboft Vows which thy diftrcffes raife* 
Some Jews, ftiil to this ancient Rite enclin'd, 
Think the Reproof not againft that defign d i 
But th uii rer's pravity of Life and Mind : 
Yet who what here is cited well has weigh'd, 
Will find, that Vidims on the Altars laid. 

As of thcmfelves cannot th* Almighty pleslfc h 

Thfa in the Series of the Pfelm one fees : 

For to the pious he direfts the Speech h 

Whom there he docs after that manner teach ^ 

That fiich are call'd together, there we find, 

ImmedMately hear, yea my People's joyn'd, 

Aftet the Paffagc we above did quote 5 (note. 

We may a ($)) different form to th'fmpious(^)n'aI.$o.i5# 

In other places the like Senfc is ft)und i But u^o thi 

What tho with Hdocaufts the Altar's ciowil'd, ft^kf^ <^oi 

Tis not the Sacrifice that pleafes thee, {f^ ^J; 

But th'Heart that's humbled its oifencc to fee *, 

For thou, O Lord ! doft not that Heart defpife. 

Which broke and contrite at thy Footftool lies^ 
Elfewherc, * The Sacrifice docs not delight, pfllnj 40. 
' And the Bumt-off 'ring's nothing in thy fight : 

Me thou haft mark'd for thine, nor doft re<^uire 

A warm Oblati'on with piac'lar Fire. 

Then iaid I, I am here to do thy Will, 

In which my own chief pleafare I fulfil : 

Not mecrly as an hirelmg this I do, 

But to th'ImprcflSon on my Heart am true. 

My inward pleafore ftrcams forth in my words i 

The tranfports of my Soul my Tongue records, J 

The Conteniplation of thy Mercy this affords : 

Thy Natilrc (o vciacious, and benigne i 

I cv'ry where proclaim, as 'tis, divine, 

H *Thy 






* Thy Faithfulnefs and large Compaffion fhown, 
' 1 loudly in the Congrcgati'on own. 
Thus does our God, Ejaiah reprcfent > 

Efa. r. 1 1, &c. ^ Why arefo many Sacrists ffcm f 

* Tour HolocAufls of Rams have tyr^d me quiiCj 
' Nor do I in the richeft Vats delight : 
^ The Blood of Bidlocki^ GoatSj itr tender JaOnAs 
^ tlenfes no mare^ than di the toifghefl Rams * 
^ Who bids you thus myfacred Courts frofam i 
And Jermy has a psiilage no leis plain ) 
Nor docs th'Intcrprctcr the meaning iirain. 

Jcr. ^.2ly&c. Thus iaysthcGod of Angels, Jfrael^s Lend, 

^ What thoye heafs of Holocaufl afford f 

* Eat them your felvesfor aS the good they bring. 
^ Freemgyour Fathers from th^Egyftiaii King^ 
' N(nhing of any Sacrqice I faid \ 
' This for the neceffary Rule I laid^ 
^ That I fhould aifolutely he obeyed j 
^ Sol their Godj my People they fhould frove^ 
^ And they to t^ the Paths Ijhew^ fhould bvt : 
' Thence all things fijould to their defires fucveed. 
Thus in the Prophet Hofe we may read > 

Hot 6.S0 ' Beneficence does Sacrifice exceed ^ 

' Rfght thoughts of God before Buwt^Off'rii^ 

• 'pleafd. 
Thus where in Micah one the C^eftion (ees, 

Mich. 6. 6y 7. What God, difpkas'ii with us, may reconcile. 

Numbers of Rams^ or meafitres of rich Oil? 
God thus is reprefcnted there, * Tie tell 
' Wiiat's truly good, and plcafes me full well *, • 
' That you to evry one render his due^ 

* jind unto all Bovpels of Mercy fiiew > 

* While humbly before me your fef you bear : 
Which places, if confidcr d right, declare. 

That 
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That thcfe things c£ thcmfclvcs^or i Wfirft placc^ 

As pkafing God wc ought not to embrace. 

But if the Ptoplc by degrees were koown. 

As Superftition had upon them grown, 

In them to place great part of Piety, 

As if they flake the Wrath of the moft High i 

What wcmder is't if God did them remove, 

liidiff'rent in themfclvcs, ,tho ill they prove : 

Thus when the Bra2en Serppat Motfcf raisM) 

Men, as of PowV divinoHpcvoudy prabM h 

Good Hezeki^h caft it to the gipund. 

And among them fbme Prc^hccics areibund, 

Fore-telling'that theie Rites ihould one day ceaiet 

Tliis from their Law we may bDlk(%with eafe. 

Where only jldron^s Race a Po wV receive 

For ofF'ring thcfe, and while at home they liVie* 

But then a (c) King is promils'diaar to reign, j 

' Who fliouid fiom Sion lead his hudaWe Train j > (c) Pial. i loi 

^ And both a Pricft and King always lemain, j 

^ ReTembling what jMlMnifatUc was known. 

And in Efaidfs Prophecy 'tisiliown s 

' That Men in (rf) JE^t Ibould asa Altar view,? (j[) Efo. ip. 

' Where the Egyftums^ and J^yrians top, > n^^ 23. 

^ Should joyn in Wcdhip with the happy ^o,^. j Vcr. 2 5. 

Again, ' (tf) They whem Vafi dtfianc^ divide^ rf\ j^f^ ^^^ 

* Who have no common Language fhr their Guide^ 20, 2 1. 
' Shall mth the IfrsiUtts their Offerings brif^^ 

^ As Ptiefis and Levitts to th^tsternal King, 

This could not be tin their Law were icpeard* 

Bcfidcs, in(/) A£ala€hik'^ ncved'd, Q^M^jjo^ii, 

^ That God the Off 'rings of the Jews did hate j 

* That Eaft and Weft Iris Name ihould celebrate, 
^ And Clauds 'Oflncenfeftould perfiime the Skies, 
^.As from poxttends it to bis Throne did rife ; 

Hz V^hl 
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Dan. p. 27. Dantil relating th'Aiigcl GabriePs words*. 

This Oracle concerning Chrift, records ; 
The Sacrifice and Off 'ring he removes. 
And God by Inftances moft real proves, 
^ That all th'Oblations Mofes had enjoyn d. 
Cannot with him any acceptance find \ 
When more than fixteen hundred Years arc gone, 
Since Jews have had no Temple of their own j 
, No Altar, or diftin(3:ion of their Tribes, 

That they may knov to offer, as their Law 
prefcribfiS. 
IX, Their Law forbidding Meats of fev'ral kinds, 

71»t diffirmcc rfUo better grounds for its continuance finds : 
Mats. For it is evuimt after the Flood, ' , 

No fort of Meat under Injun<9:i'on flood : 
Noah^ and his, had the free ufe'of all, 
Which as a Right unlimited did fall 
To Abranty IfiaCy Jacoh^ fp^fang fiom Sem^ 
As well as unto Japhetj and hcAdCham: 
But when tW Egyptian Superftition fpread 
OVe Ift'aeVs &cd, thither to Bondage led, 
Th'eating fomc Animals was then deny'd, ^ 
As thence were the Egyptian Rites fupply'd, ( 
And thence they thought things future were. 
defcryM: ^ 

Or elfe their Law, with Types and Shadows dark^ 
Did by fomc Ani'mals certain Vices mark : 
That diis was not a gcn'ral Rule delign^d. 
We in the inftance of thofe Beafls may find, 
Deut. 14. 2 1. Which free firom outward force their Breat 

refignM : 
Of thefe unlawful 'twas for Jews to eat. 
Which for Inhabitants was licenced Meat 5 
Such too, who met with this Indulgence, were, 
. As God himfclf commended to theircarc : 

Nay, 




ISTay, the old J^wifti Rabbics did maintain, 
Thztwl^cvi Mejfiah (hould begin his Reign, 
He ihould this Prohibition quite remove h (prove. 
And Swines Flcfh'ftiould as clean as Bullocjks 
And furely lincc it pleas'd the Povy'r Divine, 
People of ev*ry Land in gne to joyn > 
A liberty in theft, beyond difputc j 
More than reftraint, mutt fuch Communion {uit# 

Let us confidcr next their ^oly Days : a a^*t\ 

They fkft were kept in the Almighty's praife, ^ '> ^•^^• 
For rhcir deliverance from th' Egyptian hand, 
And leading to the promifs^d Sacred Land : 
But Jeremy a time to come did (hew, J^* *^* '4- 

When new, and gieatcr benefits t^enfue, 
Should fo the memory of this furpafi. 
That Men fliould hardly menti'on that it vns ; 
Bclidcs, as 'twas with Offerings, fo with thefe 
'Twas thought they God fo in themfelves did| 

pleafe, 
That keeping them they might mdulgc theirl 

Eafe: 
Thence reprefcnting God, Efaiah fays, 
/ hate aU yonr New Moons and Holy Days^ Iffa* '• i4» 

TheyrefHch a hnrden as I cannot bear. 
Moll confident they of the Sabbath are : 
They urge that Precept always ought to bind > 
That 'twas in Paradife ^dam tnpynd: 
To which I fay, with Rabbles on my lide. 
The Precepts teaching this we thus divide > 
One is, that we the Memory prcferve ^ 
Th'other, the day rtligioufly obferve : 
The firft of thefe is to this day obey'd. 
In gratefid owning how the World was made ; 

H 3 Tn'other 
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Th'othcr rc^aircs fiom all thofe Works t'abftainj 
Which oiT the conamon days faU Ikcncc gain : 
The lirft the Pious kept before the Law, 
Obeying this. Men, Enoch^ Noah^ kv^ 
This j4br4m^ IfiCac^ JactAj kept in Mind, 
Whofc Travels we at laige recoixJed find \ 
With them this is not found a day of Reft, 
As after leaving M^yp 'tis expreft r 
From that apd the ihrange progrefs thro the Sea, 
We th'Inftitution of the Sabbath fee \ (ftmg, 
XO viz- of On {a) the firft day their Thanks to God they 
their Frognfs. ^^^j ^^^ that time the facrcd Reft begun. 

The ftrft obfervance which is enter'd found, 
(jT) t^.16.26. Was, (t) when they heavenly Food tock fix)m 

the Ground •, 
Q Exod.13.8. And (c:) thf ir deliverance from tWEgyftfan Land, 

Is mention d as the caufe of this Comn^nd : 
Care of thofe Servants too this Law expreft, 
Whofe cruel Mafters would allow no reft. 
Who fojoum'd there were to it likcwiic bound. 
That the fame face of Quiet might go lotind, 
That this does not take ©thcr Nations in^ 
May be from hence moft evidently fcen. 
That wc m many places find it nam'd, 
(d) Exod.ig.p. A (d) Sign^^ Covenantfjodiy^ii^ Jfr/iil fram'd : 

But thqt thofe Laws whkh did their SaiK^on 

gain, 
111 mem'ry of be'ing freed from Egyft^s Chain,! 
Were not intended ever to remain j 
Appearsi'th'Promife we objferv'd before. 
Of greater benefits preferv'd in ftore. 
Add to this ferther. If Sabbatick Rett, 
^s indifpenfable, at firft were preft h 
All interfering Laws could not but feU '•> 
When againft this fome Jewifii Laws prevail. 
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Thus CircamcificHi on the Sabbath's good : 

Beafls then were offerM while their Temple flood i 

It's mutabUity their Do(3:ors preach, '^ 

Who working oa the Sabbath lawfeil teach, 

If authorized by auy Prophet's Speech. 

JoJhHay's CoiTimaiid for taking Jerico^ 

They urge as what docs fuch Commiflictfi fhow. : 

But that i»1 the MeJpfdPs promife'd Reign, 

There fliould no dirfcrenccs of days remain > 

Some, from that paffagc in Ifaiahy hold, Kfa, ^^^ 23, 

Where ^tis concerning that bleft time foretold, ' 

^ That God's true Worfliip fhouid be conflant 

known, 
f From Sabbath unto Sabbath, and from Moon 

to Moofi, 

Let's come to Orcumcifion long in ufc, • XI. 

Before that Law which Mofss gave the Jews ^ ' Arjd outwjri 
To Abram and his Seed this was enjoyn'd ', Cmmcifton. 
Yet tliis th'inccpti'on of that L^w we Hnd ; 
Thus, God to jibrdham \ ^ Ton and your Seed^ 
' Vnto the Land of Cana'an JhallfHcceed > 
' That Land when mw 4 Pilgrims Lift yon lead : 
^ See that wy CiyiPnantyoH obferve with ^^re •' 
* This is the Covenant / with yon declari^ 
' ToHonfl the Males which from your Loins defcend^ 
' Shall all be circnmcis^d unto the end, 
Befor^ we fliew'd that i'th'old Covenants room 
A new one, common unto all, fliould come. 
And this dirtindive mark then needs mult ccafe : 
Belides fome Myll'ry in this Rite one fees> 
And this their Prophets fftew when they impart^ 
Precepts for Circun^icirron of the Heart j 
Which is in all out Saviour's Rules defciy'd : 
Beiides the Promifes to that apply'd^ 

H 4 ■ Muft* 
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Muft needs be thought intended to relate 
Unto the profped of a better State, 
Eternal Life, which Jefiis (hews us dear. 
Till when it did only in Types appear. 
That Promife ttx) which did to Abram fall. 
That many Nations him (hould Father call. 
Seems to deforibe that happy time, defign'dy 
When all the World (hould in one Faith ht{ 

joyn'd, 
Which, to exprefs the Go(pel-ftate we find. 
No wonder that the Shadows flee away. 
At the deiir'd approach of perfed Day s 
That to tfiis fign God did not ftmt his Grace, 
Appears, in that his Favour did imbrace 
Ahram^ and many who before hipi livM, 
Before this Mark was in their Fle(h recciv"'d. 
And v^hile the Jews through the parch'd De(art 
Jt was omitted without any blame. (came, 

Xir. Much they to Chrift and his Apoftles owe, 

Ani ytt Jefus Who their difcharge from this encumbrance (how. 
and bisApofiUs ^nd this evinc'd by Gifts and Deeds fo high. 

Yet they who taught the Rule which w^ admire. 
Did not their owning this great Boon require : 
But in fiich things indulged them their own 

way. 
So they on others did not th'Impo(ition lay : 
This (hews they without caulc from Chri(t with- 
^ draw. 

Upon pretence of their old Ritu'al Law. 
The almoft (ble Objedion they have brought, 
Againft the Miracles our Saviour wrought, 
Being thus removM, let's other Mediums chufe, 
- P^roper for the Cqnyidion of the Jews. 

In 
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In this Ptofcffion Jews and we unite, Xln. ' 

That Men endu d with the Prophetick Light, Jf PmSagm^ 
Did the dear notice of One piomis'd bring, ' %ir%^ 
From whom much grcatqr good to them Ihoiud that attximm 

fpring, Mgias xqm 

Then e're before from Heav'n did Men bcfel \ t^mi^d. 
HIM, the Mejfias all agree to call. 
We, that he has been here already, % , 
They, yet cxped him ma future day. 
Let's fcarcb thofe Books, feirly this Doubt to end, 
Whicli for Divine both fides alike cooimend. 

(a) JEz^ekjel (hew9 Darnel to be bcliev'd : 7 .-r- ^^* 
He would not chcat,nor could hav* bin deceivM^ Jl'^y 
In what from GaWel he affirms received. j com^ from the 
He (^) from the Ajigel's didatiiig declares, frefyidficatm ef 
That there (hould not elapfc five hundtc;^ years, ^^^ ^'^* 
After the Edid publiQiM to reftorc W Ez*- '4. 

That City, where the Jews all met t' adore •, ll\ *^ ^f * 5- 

But the Meffias (hould on Earth be fcen •, ^ ^ ^' ^'^^• 

When now above two thoufand there have been \ 
And yet the Jews expedl: him frill to come > 
Nor can they name another in his room, ' 
To whom this circumftance of Time agrees. 
And this their Rabby Nehumias fees. 
Who iifly years e're the Mejftais Reign,' 

Say's, more than fifty years can't now to that 
remain. 
Another Note we touch'd upon before. 
Of having Pow'r from God all Nations o're \ 
When the Selencan with the Lagian Line Ptolemy tk 

Should all Authority, of Force, refign : Sm of Lagus. 

The laft in Cleppatr^a did expire. 
Little before the World did Chrifi admire. 

In 
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Dan. $1. In Daniel a third Note dedorves r^ard, 

Where, firom Prophctick Spirit^ 'tis declar'd^ 
That after the A^JJias here iojoy'd, 
Jernfalem fliould wholly be ddhroyM i 
And this Jcfefhtu to his Age applies, 

Haggai a. d» A Pafia^e ch like feiife in Haggai lies ^ 

ZcrubbabcL Their Governowr^ with the High-Pricft, we find^ 

After a great deiedion (hew'n of mind. 
Seeing the Temple then but lately rais'd. 
If with the iirft comparM, not to be praised. 
Had haice their drooping hearts with ijpir'ts iiip 

ply'd, 
Snch homiir this (haU crawny as wds the fyfi ds- 

fya. 
Of Size, Materials, Art, or Ornament, 
'Tis plain by Story this could not be meant. 
Bcfides, the grcateft Hebrew Rabbies hold. 
The la^r was infer^our to the old. 
Both for the Majcfty, and Light Pivinc, 
EfFufipn too, which with the firft did dune. 
Wherein the laft (hould yet the firft exceed. 
We may of Sacred Revelation read h 
Where God declares his Peace with That fhouU 
By which his Grace and Favour is expreft. (rcft^ 

WW. 3. 1; This we in Malachy at large may Hnd > 

^ Who Comes to fed ny Covnant with MsaHi^ 
' I fend before : The way he jhall prepare ^ 
* Jind in the Temple fuddenly appear^ 
^ Whom you expeU to come ^yonr Hearts delight^ 
Under the fecond Temple he did v^nrite. 
Tis clear then, while the fecond Temple ftood," 
The Jews were to cxped: this promised Gcodj 
Which from Zerubb bel to f^efpafians under- 
flood ) 

For 



For 'twas not whoHjr from itsRume raisM, 
IVhile/fer^d; ti»y who vakM Chrandc^^ piais'd) 
By fev^ral p3»ts thdy didcompka^ tjbc pile, 
Which the fafu* Temple wti noay juftly ittle. 
Tis pkw they then did for iMirj^4^ 
From whence, Come bikidty JUirad Sot him took. 

When Jefm liv'*d who neudfer tmaft he the right. 

That the apprfniedl Cfltte 19 paft, eonfete. ^^ ^H,^^ ^ y-^-^ 

But think thlrk Skis of k tb'occafii'on were ; ^his comlni be- 
To wave how pofitive tbcit Prophets are, ing delafd fir 
Without Condkioh tacifdy impiyM h *^' ^j^ ^ ^^^ 
How could the Adve«t:bc for tnrfc deny 'd ? ^^^*^* 
When Ddni^il from a facred impidfc ipafce. 
That Ruine flionld for thefe JitHfJcff^ 9 rp- 
take, 
Soon after Ae Mejjutiis peaceful Reign : 
Beiides ano^hef eaiile el's Advent's pbin. 
To be the Healmg a corrnpted Age, ^ 
And Men t'a better Rule of Life t'engagr y ^ 
While for the paft he did God's Wrath affwage. j 
In Zaclfry fee a facred PrcMiiife lie, (fupply? ^h. 12. ic^ 
That God with Grace woukj David's Houdc*^ '?•'• 
Fromthence an open Foumahi (hould appear. 
Which from their Sins Jernfahm {hould clear. 
The Jews befidcs a ttrong Traditv on own. 
That Jfch^fher Af^Jfiah (hould be known > 
That is delignM fh*Almighty to appeafe 5 
But could he be with-held fet that Difeafe, 

Which 'tis moft evident he was to eafe ? 

XVI. 

That the 3/#^'s come, w.mayevi,« p.$^/'^ 
t rom a by-no-mcans dMpiitable Senle ; tht Jews compa- 

red with what 
God's tbelawjromi[eu 



;' 



ib8 ©f tfte Ctutft of 

God's Cov'nant with them in their Law ex* 
Declares they (hall in Palefiine be blcft, (prdl, \ 
While they obcd'ient to thofc Precepts rdl : 
But when from theiie they a De&^ion make, 
Exile and other Woes fliould them o're-take e 
But when a lively Senie of their Mifdeeds, 
Sincere Cbmpundiion and Contrition breeds \ 
• How much foever diftant they remain. 
They all fhould fee the Holy Land again. 
More now are paft than fifteen hundrjod Years, 
And no Completion yet of this appears : 
Still they in Exile without Temple live : 
Often they to rebuild it vainly flrive. 
Wond'rous Erupti'ons of refifUefe Fire, 
Have forced the baffled Work-men to retire. 
This Amminmu MarcelUnHS ihows, 
' Tho he did Chriftianity oppofe. 

When formerly that Peoples Sins encreafi 9 
When witti their Children they did Saturn feafl y ' 
When for no Crime Adultery did paft. 
To rob Widows and Of phans ufu'al was. 
And to hll up the meafurc of their Guilt, 
Innocent Blood was without Mercy fpilt s 
For thefe againft them Prophets oft complain'd, 
And Exile they, for Punifliment, fuftam'd y 
Yet feventy Years, of this was th'utmpft date, 
And God compafe'onating their low Eflatje, 
Did by his Prophets keep their Spirits up, 
And tell when he'd remove that bitter Cup. 

But fincc they laft were driven from their Land, 
They feem kept out by an Almighty Hand, 
Banifli'd, contemn d, their Prophecies all ccail," 
And no fixt time for their return expreft ^ 
Their Rabbles with Delufion feem pc^fl, 

To 
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To FaUes and ridic'uloas Dodrincs &11, 
Which they their Oral Law fottiQily call , 
Tbefe like blind In{c(3s in their Talmud aawL^ 
Sometimes they 're equall'd, and fbmetimcs 

prcfer'd. 

To what their Lawgiver from God declar'd. 
There Aey the Godhead reprefent t'have wepty 
To fee Jerufden^s mighty Ruins hcap'd > 
Of BeVtmnh and Leviathan maintain 
Things (o abfurd, as to repeat were pain : 
Yet all thfe while they the true God have ferv'd, 
And to the Worihip of no felfe one (werv'd : 
Non^ do their Slaughters or Adulteries blame, 
And k warm Zeal does their gricvM Hearts inflame. 
TheV faft and pray, an znff^ God t'appeafe, 
. And ye; without Remorfe he heaxs ai^ fees : 
None of their Propiti'ati'ons can prevail : 
Whkh (hews that the Mo^iick Law does i&il : 
Or eUe (bme Sin their Nation has mvotv'd. 
Through fuch a Trad; of Ages unabfolv'^d. . 
It lies on diem, either the Sid to name, 
Or own 'twas flighting the Mcjftah^ when 
he came. 

That the MefftJi\ come already's plain h xvil 

That 3Ff/w was the true, we here maintain. '^^ P^^d 
Of aH that e'lc with that Pretence arofe •, Tl^J'^f"^^ 

Or elfe, with whom, for fuch. People di,d clofe i ^k^f^^li 
Not one of them has left a Sed beWnd,* cftht Mtftas. 

By which what they deliver'd we may find. 
Nor Heroic Jndas^ or Barchosheba/^ 
Who for the Chrift with learned Men did pafs, 
When Adrian did the Roman Empire fway : i 
But down from Jcfus, to this very day 

Ther<5 
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no iSX t3^9Jau^t( 

There have bocii> and dBou^hout the Woxldit- 

main, 
Thofe who this Jtfm fytdttChr^ft znaintain. 
And many odier fignsl liere might ^c, 
Which were fortold, or People did 
Which as fuUiU'd in J^s^ wr ixHeve. 
(i) Pfid. 8^.4. As that he was froin<^) i>««wi's Seed to firing: 
Ifa. I !• 10. That Hima Ci!») Vnghi to tke WoiidAouldiving^ 
Jcr. 23. 5. He who bctioth'd her 4his<i) £oin MeaT^ii was 
Mac 1. 1, &c. tau^t, 

Mk. I- is.'^ ^ ^'^ ^^ Nuptial Tie would oothaue ibugbt : 
Q MaL 1.20. In (J^) Beth^km he was bom; iaxl (/) (74Ar^e 
i^) Mic. 5.2. Did the iirft ipieading of his Dbdhsic ftcw 

Mac. 2. 1. Xo c,,^ Mala'd7 be did Cuae aflord, 

ylulViX ^"^^ Sig^t to dicffliiijl^tetto/tfae:Ijttnc«rflor'a 
(«} ir.35'5,<^* B"^ on one Sign alone I ang^aly. 
Mat. ii.5,e^^. Th'cffcd of which we at this day delay, 
(0 PlaL 2. 8. (n) JXtmd, (d) Jfaiab,(^f) Zach'iy,i^)Jdofe too, 

& 49. 5.^& $V That-CAw)? iliould npt infinH^ the jiws alooC) 
Ay 5, V^. But that ail Nations ihouid his Fkecepts own 9 
Q)Zach.2.ii. The Worlbip of &lie Cods, drough faiKn ^uU 
& 8. 20, &c. fail, 

(q) Hot 2.23. ^j^j ^^^y' far-fprcad Multitudes, the True ^ail. 

Uuntil he canie ^ie Wosflups.di(i abound k 
Thoice foflfward by degrees tbey all loft grouod^ 
And in the Woxihip QC<3hie'God were drown^dr 
To 3iEryiiitf and bis FxAk>w'n idus W£ owe : 
No{uche&(%&om JewifliDdc^ors know. 
(r}Hof.2. 23. The People thnioe who w«it Jiot (r) Ood^i^ 

became 
Sudi, as for his. he widi ddigbt does name. 
(j^Gen.49.1. This, die fiiliiUing Jj^A^ (s)B^SliB^ti^ws i 
CO VerC 9. 'I^hat Civil Pow'r (t) tierce Jindab fliouU not 

lofe, 

Till 




Till («) Shilo came, whom Nati'ons fliould obey : CO Vcit lo. 
That this is the Mejfiab Jcwifli Do<9x»s fay. . 

The hardened Jews here an Objedion fcign^V xvni. 
That many things ftill unfiaiffll'd remain, > /^ ^fi^. ^* 
Belonging CO the ttue Mejfiah's Reign. > J^/^^, g 

But thole thu^ at the befi are but ob&ure, nott^btfulfiWi, 

And may as well another Sqiie endure: * 

For theie^ we ought not Evidence to leaver 
Such as Oiines forth in that which we belkve ) 
The Holineis of what this J^fiu taught \ 
The excellent Reward to Light he broil^ 9 
All things cxhiHted in %eech moft clear > . 
By Mirades hi^ Miffion \made appear. 
To prove his Dodfarine true thde ihould fuifice : 
But then for underfiaadii^ Prophecies, 
Which to ieal'd Books we often &k1 coiDpar'd \ik ifa. 2f . 1 1. 
Men with ibme hdps fi:om God fiiould ht^ Dan. i2.4> 9* 

prqpar'd, ^ r, ' 

Of which who ll^t things pbooi are fM] 

bar'd* 
They know befides, tjiat uiiiftt iBakes thdr de- 
Is often rendered in a diif'rent SeiA : (fence. 
If they make fearch with an impartial Miiid^ 
They ev'n their own loterpretos will find. 
Who during their Captiv'ity had wrote, 
much ^ut the time tlsu: Jefta taught , 
In thefe agreeing with what Qbs^iiaiis tiiought:! 
If one obferve bow later thefe ojppofe. 
Writing (inoe Hatred againfi Jdbs rofe \ 
This a plain Biafs to thcirparty diows. 
Ev'n they themfelves will widaopt fcruple own^ 
That F%ures oft in Holy Wfit are biown^ . 
The proper Sen& J»eii^<Uff:'rent ^fepin (be Txm 
Which we in numerous Inftances may view : 

Thus 
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Thus God is mention^ coming from the Skie^, 
And oft dcfcrib'd with Mouth, Ears, Nofc, airf 

Eyes. 
Why (hould we not in the like way explain, 
Some things foretold of the MeffiaVs Reign ? 
As that the Wolf and Lamb, Leopard and Kid^ 
Lion and Fatling, in one Covert hid, 
Should lie together in a peaceful way ? 
That fuckling Infants ftiould with Serpents play ? 
God's Mountain (hould above all others rife. 
Thither fliouU Strangers come to facrifice ? 
Either the follow'ing or preceding words. 
Where holy Penman, what^s foretold, records, 
Oft prove Conditi'on in the Senfe iroply'd ; J 
Some Promifes are thence the Jews dcny'd, ^ 
Becaufe they have not with the Chrift comply'd, / 
Our Faith on this account they (hould not blantfj 
Since for the failure they muft take the (hamc. 
Some Promifes we find without refervc \ 
If fuch they unaccompUdiM ItiU ob(crvc. 
What prejudice that yet. their time's not pafl ? 
They hold Mefidb'^s Reign till all things chJ 

((halllaft. 

SeS. XIX. Jefas his low Eftate gives fome Offence » 

Mfwer to the gut the Objedion is a vain pretence : 

W^^'iZe ^'^^^ throughout the Holy Writ \is feen, 

and Death of ^' ^^^ ^^'^ debafc the Proud, exalt the Mean. 

7#. ^dcob pa(t Jordan with his Staff alone, 

But to return with Flocks and Herds was known. 
Mofes^ a baniflb'd Shepherd, hardly far'd. 
When in the burning Bu(h our God appeared. 
And him the Leader of his Flock declaiM. 
David from Sheep, was to a Kingdom chofe^ 
Many iiidi Inftanccs the Scripture (hows. 



We find it read of this long-promis'd Kiiig, 

That he glad-Tidings to the Poor ftiould bring : 

That he (hould not in publick make a Noife, 

Nor ufe Rcpx>aches, but a gentle Voice : (heat. 

Would chcrifb the bruisM Reed, and that frnall^ 

Which in a fnuff maintains a doubtful feat. 

His Death, and other Ills which he did bear. 

Should not his Credit in the leaft impair. 

God often in his wife Difpofe thinks fit 

The Imp'ious in dieir Ravage to permit, 

And force the Pious poorly to fubmit* 

The Sodomites With luftfiil Fury hot. 

Mack a poor Fu^dve of righteous X^r. 

Some have been (lain, jibel by Parricide, 

^^^ is by piece-meals faid tVe di'd. . 

The Maccaoets in Tortures did expire, > 

The Mother, with the Sons of her deiire. ' 

Many fiich Inftanccs we here might bring \ 

*Tis written in thofc Pfalms whkh ^Hthrms 

Thy Servams Car cafes a Prey didyeild flings 

Vnto the Jfirds otWAir, Beafis oftheJieU: - ^^"^^ 7P- ^>^ 

Their Blood Uk£ Water in the Streets doesfiow^ 

And mm dare give the Burial whkh they (me. 

That the Mejfias was his Pow\ to gain, ^* 

Tharo' mshiy Troubles, and Death full of Pain, S . 

Is from Ifaiah beyond quefti'on plain. J ^ 53» xi 

* Who has what we rqport duly reccivM ? 

* Who has the PowV of the moft High believ'd ? 

* And that the rather, (ince before his Eye 

* He grows up like a Plant wanting fupply h 

' A ftarv'ling Root plac'd in a Sandy Ground, 
*^o Form or Con^linels in him is found *> 

* Nor if you fee him, can you Beauty find, 

^ Whidbi thro' the Eye (hould work upon the Mind* 
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Of Men rcjcdcd, and exposed to fcotn i 
And many arc the Sorrows by feirti l)orn. 
Thofe who infult not, will thcii? Faces hWc i 
Thcfe cxcrcife their Pity, otliers Pride : 
Yet he our Griefs does furely for us- bear v ' 
Our*s the Advaiitaae, his the SorroMtsaro,. 
ti his wouiidsoiat Trawfgreffionsfate deicriM^ 
And our Ini^ities hstve bruis^ hie^d^. 
*"" ''haftifcmeniti procures our foled R^e 9 

Vfe are heal'd in- what gives hi»v Difeafe \ 
We all, lite fflfy She^ps hav* gonicafhay^ 
And each run blttidng his owiifdoBfl^way: 
For all our Abcrratioiis he does pay. 
Silent he bears AflJi(ili'ons beyond thought. 
And like a Lamb is to the Slaughter brought j 
Or as a Sheep, hkCcxc herSUtereiscliN^, 
So does he to the bitter'ft Suff 'ring&comc. 
After a Prison and (hamcfal Sentence paftj 
With form of Law he's taken off at latt* 
Yet after all, who's worthy to dcclcae 
That life of Glory felling to his fliai* ? /• . 
My Peoples Sins occafion'd his remove h 
Thence twas he went fo foon to's pfec© above. 
*The wicked ins'olent with the PovyV tliey have, 
Drive him to Death and the devouring Grave : 
Altho he never didtommit a Wrongs 
Or e're impos'd with a deceitful Tongue. 
^But tho pod fufferM all this to be done. 
Since he refused not for our Sins t'atone, 
But did himfclf a VidKm for us pay v 
His Seed, his Life, (hall never know dfecay v 
And thro' all Ages he our. God ihall- pleafe^ • . 
After his Travel he (hall lit at eaie,^ 
With Joys fhe naoft finccrc for €VcivaownM, 
While numbers thro' hipn juftiii'd are found, 

' And 
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' And he difcharg^d the Debt which on ihtiti lay, ' 
"- Hiiri with the price of Viiftbry Tie f&y v ' 

* Bccaufc he did' himfelf to Death rdfigit, " / 

* As a TranfgrdTor fujffeM Wrath EHvinc^ '^ 
' For others Sins he did endure th^'pair^ 

' For them an Intcrceflbr does remlaiiv 

What other Pjfkicc ot Pb^hctiartt the/ fcfeivi'^ ' • . 
To whom his €haraa:cf triay l* thod^t difct '^ • ^ / . 
What fomc of the late JcwiftiWriMets feign/- V/ 
As if 'twe* <rf their Nation^ *rteanvfe vsfcjilr.i *> ' 
As if they, fdittei^d cveiveif^ fcdirf, ^ ' 

Should many bring tHe lyikhiwUilAcrftand^ - ^ 

By their EJaortjpleVanddMftifive Speech, '• " •* 

■The coiit?^ tb^hich the^Sifiptci/ei ttacfo: - -''^ 

Shewing that they have illtfir'd^fiKjifeitlg ill; ^ ' A 

But for riictt Sim rfwy W€ftffe'(fe^f*fufer ftiHi : T 

Tlic Ser^ies too 6f what's <felive!r3dihtirfe ' ' ' ' 

Will fAJt endure fi*ch a fhain'dSeAfe t:o beari 'V 

The Prodftef, rather God, dilx^thete deGlcttt^- 

A^ P<?(^r/ Sins of this th-dcciafioftarei - . - * ^ 

God's, or jy^ib's, People, W«=e tHtf Jews : ': 

Thte then. That 'twas anotHeifTaflfer'd, ffiews. / 

Xheit ancient Jewifli Rabbles have cohfcft ' 

Thefc thSng^ of the Mtjfiah Were expreft : 

With whidh fomeof tw later being pfeft. 

Upon the Fiiai'oii of two Chtifts do fell i 

One they incfe^d the Son of ^ofBfh call, 

Who was^ to^ fulffcr Ills and Dteith at laft v ' 

Anothct fot the Son^of jD^V/^ paft V 

AU'thhigs with him fliould hap{)ily fuccccd ; 

This from parti'iility muft ndecs pc^oceed. 

*Tis eafieir^ itA doc& -be^kr far agree • : 

With what we ki PiK)phetick Writings fee > : 

I 2 Tacknow- 
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T'acknowlcdgc one who was to gam his Vgw\ 
By life of pam> and (hame at the laft hour > 
Which wc believe of Jefas to be true : 

If wc were filent, This, the thing it fclf 
Ihould (hew. 

5Qj^ Some Jefiu and his Doifbinc disbelieved^ 

Andas tf fftiy Qo an Opiriion.they had preconceived, 
wtrtio$dJmy That they who did firft Oppofiti on raifc, 
2^ t'f^f^ Were Men for Probity defervingPiaife; 
ktmudiitb. chkflythePricfewhowarmU>ftdidpiibceed,0 

Here I, for Satyr, no Invention need. Cvead, ^ 
Let them but their; o^^ Law and Pi6phets3 
There does in lively Charaders appear^ ) 

What Gytt of Men their Predeceflors were y S 
As Men unciicumctsM of Heart and Ear, j 
That widi Lip-fervice diey to God draw nigh^ 
With Hearts which in Earth's furtheft Comers lie« 
Their Predeceflors would hav« Jofefb ilain. 

Slavery was all the. mitigation he could gun* 
Of them they were whofc FaAions AA/es tir'di 
So much that he to end his Life defir'dy 
Whole Rod the Earth and Air were known) 
t'obey, ( 

At onediead (hake the a(bni(hM Sea made wayv^ 
The Sea lefs deaf, and Ids difturb'd than thqr. ) 
Thefc were not fatisfy'd with heavenly Bread j 
Belching up Quails ItiU wanted to be fed. 
Such leaving David their Anointed King, 
To his Rebellious Son their Homage hmg^ 
They Zacharias at the Altar flew, (view. 

The Vidim of their Cruelty, the PricA dkl. 
Nor were their PrieAs lels icandak>ufly tU > 
They by^fiilfe Witncfi Jertmy would kilL 

^ Lay- 




Lay-Piety mdecd came iii to'said ^ 
Yet him their Influence a- Captive made. 
Until theitifelves were forcM to the like htc. 
Is'tfaidL, while Jefusblcft this Earthly State, 
The Priefts then living greater con&i ence aiade ? 
This fond Belief JofefhHS will diffiiwde : 
Read there, how great their Crimes, how ffarange 

their Woes : 
That the(c were fhort of thdr Demerits he 
avows. 
N(^ can the Sanhedrim be better dioug^ 
Since, as by thUiftory of thofc times wftu 

taught, 
Not choice, but great Men s Pow'r to th'OiEc 

brought, 
X^cn who' gave the ttioft, promoted were, 
Bcjfore for Life, then but fipm Year to Year. 
What wonder then if People fwell'd with l^c. 
With Av'arice or Ambiti'on for Aeir guide. 
Should be with an infatiate Fury mov^d. 
At one whole holy Life theirs Co xcprovM? 
Againft him they could no C% jedtion raife^ 
But what diey always met who merited molt 

Praife. 
The Prophet Aiicah thus to Pr ifbn was brought,* 
Fordandingto theTmthwhichGodhad taugl^ 
Againft four hundred of a diif'rent thought. 
Ahah againft Elias that did urge, Cp^^^ 

From which the Priclts put Chrift himilSf -to 
That he was the difturber of that Reft, 
Of which till thai Ifrael hadbccnpoflcft-i:^ j 
Did Chrift againft the Jcwifli Tcraple^aeach ? 
For this they did condemn their Jeremy. s Spilth. 
Add farther, as their ancient Rabbles %,. . 
Men ftiall be known in the Mejfiahh day, 

I 3 As 
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As bold as Dogs,* ^.^vjobpmn tiyn A% . 

The Cruelty oif Bcaftsfar to fiwpsife. 

And C5od hia^is3£ .who plamly did forcftf , . 

WhaJ ill Mepdii time., the Jews would i^c, 

S^^ A: mw EcQpk'hc fe Ijis will chuft : . 

While from the'jStiooetsiand Cities of Jthc: Jc;ws ^ 

Etcai^.oocjOr twoa&eiid 'the holy ,MoiU2i^^^ ; 

But he with Gentiles would hll up tb^'acfiownt 
Ifa,8. 14. :A:St6iie pf Jtumbliiag,:an offaifiyeRocli^: 

Shall Chrift become to Ifra'l^s fcattcr!<H^lock, 
pfal. 118. 22.*Lityc;fthatStonfiwliii)lilhe'iirlt 

^EJthcrs fliall into the diirf place xe<?rfvc^- 



.^ 



XXI. |r'TwoCalam*wcsjii.:yrtuntouch'd;H!inain, 
i$llJ:£ '-With which the Jews ChriftiWty would! 

many Gods are E^w, . ; r ; , r ' 

worfhipp'd by Firft, That wc Woj&ip many Gods tbcy feign* 
chrifiians. Ebtlicre with: malice obvi'ous to difccariv ''-. 

A EJodrincoppolitelo their's they tm». 
Th'Qbjecftian cquaHy affeds the Jew, • 
As does their JPhUo .evidently (hcw^ 
He thfce Jijfpofitafei in God does name, 
' . Unto him addabis iVord which made thi& firam< 
Who otherwife than Men from's Father came: 
■ . On the belief ic of a Third does fell, 
; Him does EmbafTadbr, or Angel call, 
{ To whom he does affign the care of all* 
- Mofks^ Nehmanms Son, with him agrees ^ ' . 
c : Ami ill their Cabalifis the like one fees. 
They God iiiftinguifli as a threefold Light 9 
5omc have .the Names of which the Chriltfans 
" ::■ :. write I ■ / 

The Paiher^Sou^ or Word^zxA Sfirit Divim. 
Jfcrc what's confcft by all the Jews^ to .jay n j 
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That Spint Jaiown the E'rophets to rnlpire. 

They do IS (bjJiethiBgiliCiiatc, admire, " "?' "" 

Diftinju ftv ^ ftill trom Iiim by whom 'twas fcnt : 

Aiid (o ot y^hu by Schechin4 fS mtanC 

Th tFoKc Divine fhould in the CAri^rcRde, . 

Which rhc> callWildutn maiiy JexvS ccaifide : , 

Wlieiice t!ie Culd Eaii Par aphiaft dots accord ': 

WithChnai m'^ ulliii^Wtfa'Altill^ty'sWotiJ. 

p-ivid }fjuih^ with ihOrc, cad^tof Heav'n, . 

The Slime ot ted and l-ord^ t6 him have giv'^ 



Another Iii^plliarion lierfc they lay, 
Tnat ^e to a uic I Cicatiire Wdrihiji pay : 



- -1 AAli. 

(am thii tht 

... , _ . ^. ■--,-.--* t^y* r' fiummt Nam 

But this w ifli mi J f V eaie is w ip d 3Way i J k ader'd. 
Sliii-c we tu C I HIT iiu otiicc Hmwur^ive, 
Tbjii\vh*t^vc li) the /yj//?/ hisdueperceivt. , 
Tfic (eCond DavU Ki/tJchithus applies t 0, PJalm 3; 
Fjiidiiig l(n]^ Ptj 4 not lo lugh to rife, ^ 

ln-^ij(/J,theriuia5l(Lrat hrge deTqicS J 

Yi-ciDiic Jil 111 nt than h Chnft'aiihy q>-PIaImiio. 
P J. 
- Tiie !i uiJi d jiiJ teiiih PfJm whl^h this yet 
> i " 1 ihi ^ , 

^u't I rads b I )\.\.}\r. of the Afefu4> meant, 
That \vu 1 1 til. J ^^ uf hter tmie mvenr 
Ot DiT.!^ aid ul £/e~.eU'^h feme, 
k. bjt thejT iTahte l^o)lingupiiifciim 
The P/it/n fl Sl^i4\3a&-i Itilcnpti'on ftiews ; 

ghe c^W\^mgptvittci\lm^,Lord,onevkvisi 
nicIbefhouJit,ihi<;tohimu't hed ulc ? 
Or Efe4.ekt j^topyng h om h s Line 
When ) ct he did in nothi la, him out fhinc ? 
j4hr am no Pii. (Hi, Charjfter p iFeft, p g-- 

^ndhim Melckfedec dtvoutly Weft, i 

Asoucwliymamoi bead Oidei did mvd^O 
^^■^ ' 1 4 That 
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Wd. xio# 7, That which wc added by the Pfidmtfl ktipw, 

' jikodrf Strength fijoll piU of Si^n^o^ 
^ And miks ^^ £f^tm Foes bis Trqwejsfee^ 
Does evidently with the Cbrift agree. 
Nc^ did the ancifnt Jews e're dmer hcrp, 
And thi$ in their old Panphrafts is dear. 
So great their Probity was folly ki^wn, 
WIk) for the Chrifi^ t}ie Naxjsriie^ did own. 
That we for this might aeclit them alonp > 
As well as Wii/Jj is by Jews believ'd, 
111. what bimielf alone declares fiom God 
received. 
But more, an4 flnmger i\rgumenfis, fnaintain,' 
That Pow'r Supream this Jefiu did pfautn V 
That many fiw him come to Life again ; 
That he was feen when to the Hey'ns he paft : 
That out of Men he raging Dannons cafi : 
Diibfes ciqrV by his tremendous Naixie : (came, 
And that the Gift of Tongues tTiis fdSipw'm 
Which he had promisM for his Empire s %ii 9 
His Scepter too^ that is, his Word Divine, 
iFrom Sioh went devoid of Humane Ai(i|, 
And did the Limits of the Earth invade. 
People, and Kings, its faaed force obey^a : 
Exadly aiifw'cring what the Pfalmift told. 
Their Cabalifis a middle Mature hold. 
Between the Higbep:^ and the Humane Mind > 
For whom the name of EnocVs Son they find > 
With a much lower Pow'r to him ailign'd« 
• To hint how much more juftly this we ycild. 
Who has hinifelf with fo much Light reveal'd > 
Againfl the Fathers Pow'r, this does not make ^ 
Since we coiifeis he this fiqm mm did take : 

f Ctr. z 5« 24. To him at th'end of all it muft remm \ 

And we his Honour bripihtncd hence difcentf 
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Unto more fiibtilc Queftion^ to clc(cend, XXIII. 

Were but the Readers tiraciri waftc to fpend; ^^•^^ ^ 
Thefc things I drink may be enou^ to pax)vc, p^I^T^JL 
That no Ob jedion any Skill can move, j^^ ^ 

Aiguesihc Dodrincs which this Jefiu taught, ^ ^ 
Eimer abfurd, or inmious to be thought. 
Wb(t hinders then, but all M^ jhopld irpboioc 
Thc^e Dodrines, which fuch Mir^des di4 gntce;, 
Whidi Precepts of fudi Sandity cocnnfenq,^ 
With a Rew^ {q glorious in the end! I 
Whoever this for ins Livens Rule does t^, 
But C^fti^ons more patticukur would make 9 
Muft fi»ucch thof^ ^pfed Books, which we' 

maintab. 
The whole of our Religi^on to contain. 
That on Mens Minds thefe their due fierce tm 

^ain. 
We ought with favent 2eal that God t'in 

plorc, 
Whom Jews, and we, with ho}y Fear adore •, 
That h^ to them would open the closM Door 
That dicy may fed the beams of Ugh^ PlY^nc, 
In their moft inward Parts (erendy (hine : 
That that warm Pray'r may efficac'ious prove, 
Utter'd for them by Chrifi wfaorhc aki hence 
remove. 




LifJ 
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And after mutu'^al various chances paft» 
They flruck an undivided League at laft. 
Then, a Conformity of Manners, bcoug^C 
The Tttrki to dole with what the others caught : 
' Friendlhip pxtvail'd where Force did 6uide6 

prove, 
So much nK)ce TOw'rfol is the bond of Lovcv 
Of Empire witn the Tinis remainM the Scat, 
Taking in P^urtners, they became more great; 
Cities of jtf'ia^ and renowned Cruce^ 
They (bon compelled to render up their Keys > 
Their profp'rous Arms in Hw^ary were crown'd, 
And they broke through tl£ (lubbom Cmmm 

Bound. 

n. This Dodrine, &t up to encourage Fights, 

T-^i Foimdatm Is flaringly dreft out with gaudy Rites 9 
•f Mxhomuifm, Their Books, <^rd Holy, from the vidgur hidj 
'"^ulrt^'T AU free aiquiry after Truth forbid: 
7S. 0?^- SP^^^S T'^ J^'^'y ^y Sufpiti'on hiad, 
thr$m. Than that they ari: prohibited to read : 

Who would not think that an adulterate Ware^ 
For which who puts it off takes mighty care, 
'i'hat none ftiall view the purchafe he has noade, 
This being the conditi'on of the Trade ? 
All Men indeed can't equally be brought 
To underftand all Objeifts of their thouj^t > 
Pride, Aflcdati on, Cuftom, may mi%uidc 9 
But that the way of Tmth (hould be deny*d 
To tliem who feek it without by-refpe<fl, 
Theinfclves and all things elfc to God fubjcd, 
With this the Aid Divine warmly implore v 
Would cloud the Gcodnefs of Him we adore. 
And fince a judging Pow'r adorns the Mind, 
What of that Pow'r can we more worthy find. 

But 



But that thofe thing? ftould cxcrcifc it moft. 
Through Ignorance of which Eternal Life is 
loft? 

jMofes fo pow'rful with his wondrous Rod, IIL 

Muhontetans confeis was fcnt fiom God > ^^^ ^^i^ 

This they of Jefus own, nor ftick to fay^ ?i!7S7mti 

That holy Men firil fprcad about his way ; j^^ i/^x 
Yet in their jHch^ran many things do lie, and chrifiUns^ 

Differing from Mofes and the Chrifti'an Vcritj'. and that tbijf am 
Here, that I may but one Example name, mcmritftid. 

That on the Croft Chrift dy'd,Scriptures proclaim? 
That the third day he came to Life agcn, 
Widioit delulion^ ieen of many Men : 
O'di other fide by Mghomet^ Ws fiud. 
That he was privately to Heav'n convey 'd. 
Upon the Crofi th'Ef&gies only laid. 
Tht Death of Chrift he plamly thus denies, 
And would not have the Jews believe their Eyes : 
Th'Ob jedHon can no other Anfwer bear, '^ 
But that the Books remain not what they were, ^ 
The contrary to whidi we've made appear, j vld. lib. ^ 
If any this againft their jikb\dn urge. 
The bare denial would be thought to purge ) 
But they for that can ne're (uch proofs pretend^ 

As have been Qiewn on holy Writ t'attenJ : 

As that it (bon throughout the World did pafs. 

Not in a fingle Tongue ( as xi^jilcVran was X> 

Faithfully kept by each divided Se(51:, 

Who one anothers Frauds muft needs detedt. 

Chrift's welcome Promifc^ entered by St. John^ 

To fend die Comforter when he was gone, 

Mahomotdns fuppoie t'have curtail^ been, 

That fomcthing there of Mnhomst was fecn > 

But 
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fiut that the ChriftiW to fitpprtfs tWsr t^^ 
Blotted the paffagc of malicfon^ fl^t 5 ^ 
Oil which this Qicftion may an Adlwtif heed, 
Was't after Mahomei h or did precede ? . . 
"' . After it could libt be, liliCe then Wdre fod*idt 
. . * Ck)pitsdifpttftthroaghouttHcWotHt*aft^^ 
The GreeiCy the Syri%, Jtdbick., vWrii Mbwn, 
t>£fhh}ic:, and in' Ldtin morcf tfian on* : * . 
But in that pl^ce thcfe aSf sftre kitotW t^'a^rW^ 
Nor can wc the fcaflr vari'ous Vets'iDHi-fe^ :• 
r4o caufe of change before that could b<*tfioa^i\ 
None could fordfee \^hat t^iM hf hittr hzf 
taughtb ( 

Tho nothing (^Oftfirdty ta Chrtft Kd bltot^^ v ) 
Who can of thofe wh6 folbw Cfiriff btltevt,' 
They fliould the Books of jMahmei itccWr 
6dbre what Mofes arid the HebrtrvC^ ^ifbpHrts 

leave. 
Suppofe on neither fide a Writ iiig ^tt^i (ch^ 
That might tvhat Chrift ot Mah^Mtt tah^ A?- 
Reafon' ^iWnild teach that tha^ foif CkiftV ihottid 

pafs, 
Which thdt efteem among thife Chriffi^m haS', 
IV. ^^ For iT/^^;wrV that; which fohte FolFWew 6k<?. 
/S'S'm Of both no^^^ the Coitiparifon let^^ittafe, 
momt. While Wfc the Ad juiidte and Affeai'orts vft^. 

Whence which defetvts the pr^f'rence tvl! may 
Firft for the Authors? th'othcr fide agirce,' (fhlw. 
Wen didjn Jefos that Mefliah fee, 
Of whom the Promife in thfe Law did paf5V G^as, 
The Word of God's his Name ^ which Mdrmi 
Vary'd to WifdofH, and the niidMindi . 
That he no Earthly Father had,, is joyn'd: i 
While jMkhomif was got the common w^, 
As'thc moft zealous of his FoU'wers fay. 

Long 
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toi^ was rapaci'ous^ eviertoo iirfin d^ ,. ..^ . . , 

To fati'ate his warm loft with Womafti-Mttcl. ^ '.:;^.': "!'.*c\ 




Compare their Deeds s ev'n Mahomet docs own^ V. 

That :Chrift t aidue tl» Blihcl with Sight w^i/i 'i ^^^^ 
known-, - ^ :^^^^^- 

To Cupples' he the ufe of Feet did gi^te, 

Andnwdc the Dead with Bpcath recaiPd to Jrv^. 

Th'other for RJiracles utges Akrim^ 

And thinks to- pi»w bis MBflkMi' by his Arms : 

Yet they who alter him his Rules imbibe, 

What they call Miracles to him aferibc \ 

But: either they fromf human Art m^ht vCit^^ 

As what is ftory'd of th'aftendant Dove, 

Or fuch as by ho Witneffes thev prove s 

As that a Camel fpake to him by Nights-, 

Or what againft all Scnfc abftirdly fights, 

As that upon him pitt o-th'Mopn wa3 found, 

Whichhereturn'd to^fillaftairy roi^nd^. 

WHo-will not fay, that when piipute^'arifr, 

That Law is to be chofe where* one dtilcry^ 

That cleareft proof of -6ared Sandien lies. 

Let us obferve what fort of Men were'they,- 

Who firft took up tht owe, or t'othet way. 

Chtifli'ans the World, lilmf^rin^ God, did vi. 
Of Innocence unfuUy'd from below : (^"iOW, Oji tkm T»ho 
And with God's Goodnefe how can'it agree, • g^^ ^'^''i'*^ 
To fuffer fuch to drown in Error's Sea, 
Cheated by Words of the moftfpcci'ousfhcw. 
Or Deeds fecming miraculous to view ? ■ [ 
Who firft far -^^w^r their. Notions chang**, 
Wctt? Robbers, eyc« i&om Humahky t&m%^il 

• » * ' ' • ■ 

w 

Mark 




p^d £)f tde t;tutd of 

#)rdJtfL» u Mark dicn the naauner^ which cadi was fi>un4 
2*W? SSr ^^ ?^P^^^ the Rule he did propound : 
ijtmmum- Gtaiffs was not fpread by Miracles alonc^ 
tiiOtd. Grew by their Suff 'ring^ who the Crofi did own. 

Neither of theie Mahometans can boaft, 
Afiracles wrought, lives for their Dodrines |p& : 
. But their Reli^'on with t|[ieir Arms encrcafti 
A meer acceili on unto tnem at beft \ 
Their mighty Empire and in Wars (uocelsy * 
Their Teachers as the powerful Motives pic^ 
Than which can nothuig more £dlacious be : 
Them to oppofc the Ethnick Rites we fee, 
Which Ferjtans^ Macedontans^ Kcnums^ micady 
Gonquell attending where they Armies kdf 
Their thriving Limits flretch't out valUy bx : 
. The Tmki were oft improfperous in War \ 
By Sea and Land how often were they beat ? 
How fercM in Sfain to quit their ancient feat ^ « 
What is {b mutable a doubtful Chance, 
Which now the Grood,now d(9es the Bad advance^ 
Can be no ftandard by which one may (hew. 
Which is the £il(e Refi^on, which the true ? 
And that the le^fince we can rarely find^ 
That they the Juftice of their Arms will mind, 
Thefe often diey injurioufly extend. 
Where they no Provocation can pretend, 
ilnlefs that they would ftrive this way t^^nlaigc 
The bounds of Truth committed to their dnxge \ 
Thus ho)?d-winkM Zeal Chould for thofc Deeds 

atone. 
Than which nothing's more ineligi'ous known ; 
God's Worflup in the WUl b known to lie. 
Which whofo forces, takes away the Tie > 
This may be wrought upon by gentle ways \ 
fTisnot of Will when one by force obeys : 

Where 



Vfhaccvcr Ptofclytes fuch means do gain, t^ ^ 
TTis not that they bdicvc, but poorly ficigi, ^ 
To (hun the prcient, or impending pain t J^ 
Who dpes by Vioknce Aflent compel. 
Therein the weaknefi of his Caufe does tell| 
Yet they themfelves take this pretence away. 
For many People Tub jed to their fway. 
Have an Indulgence for their' former way. 
Nor do Mah&nmans icruple to own, 
Mai may be (av'il trufting in Chrift abne. 

Let's next Ac Ptecepts mutually compare : "J) Vin. 



One teaches gicateft Injuries to bear, ^%pm^!^^ 

And take our Enemies into our care \ J ^^^^ 

Th'othcr irfurps upon Ae Right divine, y ^ 

While It Retaliation does enjoyn. ^^^^ 1^^ 

The Nuptial B^ one renders ever h&j '^ 
And checks ev'ry occafi on of difiafte, 
The other makes it but on-pleafure lad : 
TIk Husband does what he would have his Wife, 
Leading with her an undivided life \ 
By Jhis Example teaches fingle Love, 
More, there allowed, to luft Incentives prove. 
This calls Religi'on inward to the Mind, 
That it may brmg forth Emits worthy Nbnkind : 
That does its force in Gircumcifion fpend. 
With other thfaigs which to no good do tend. 
This yeilds the temp'ratc ufe of Meat and^Winc, 
There 'tis prohibited to eat of Swine > 
Wine too, the Gift of God, is there deny'd, ^ 
Tho thence, provided Moderati'on guide, ^ 
Body and Mind are with £re(h Spir'its (iipply'd. j , 
No wonder if before the perfect Law, 
Men Giildifli Rudiments as previous £iw: 
WhenixxD tjbc Sun God did the Qouds with* 
draw, 

K An4 
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AncMMcn its open Glories ihigjit efift&if : . 
ftfrpoR'rous 'twcjrc tx) Figufts id ittikti'i ' 
Since Chrift's ReBgron Mch tnaft ictftSt own; 
What ground for adding to it can be Admtf . 
I 

IX. Warmly Mahoketdni urge id ■di(|)ut6i 
/«/irfr ^tf thi That to the Godhead wc a: Son rehtoute » 

M^mmsOh. When yet a Wife ^im lievet tfi hhfr jbyh'd : / 
tblT^TGod. As if the name of Son iii Ooff fuBfim'd, / 
* Something far more divine ^^c flfcj libt find, i 
Than th'acceptation when iq M sin ctinfin'd : 
Befides a Female partner 6f his Love (proW, 
* Would much more worthy of * the Godhead 

Than maiiy things which MMihtt has told, 
A? that his Hand is bcybtid mfafiirc cdd. 
Experienced by himfcIF whd did it Hold : 
That in a Chair he's carry'd up and down, 
With other things which iReafon mtlft difowh. . 
Wc, who the Son of God, blett JcfoScalli 
On an Idea no ^ facrtd i&ll. 
Than he, where nc the WcrdcX Goditxs Waftic.: 
And as an O^prfng from his Mfiid it came. 
Add here the Spir'it fupply 'd ,a Father's force, 
A A^rgm bore hitti agairtft Natiiife's couife : 
Him God did vifiHy to ffeaV'h tranBatc \ 
Thefe things does M^dTomet hinifetf rdate ) 
All which evince that in pcciilfeir Nyay, 

That he's the Son of God, Wc ttiay, and 
ought to fay. 

X. Beyond dtie bounds it^ouldtfiisTreatifclweDi 

MAomtJJt Which in the jikhvran are feoiVn t -abdctrid \ 
Bo0i. As that fomt AngcL^ wMethe Cujs Hifctk lomki, 
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Aiid a fair Vimiij.fat attentive by, •, 

' Taught her a Song with which to mount the Sky 9 
" That oft (he 4ud«r went with this inrpir'dj 
At laft unto ah higher flight being fir'a^ 
There caught by God was turn a to a rixt ^tar \ . 
That thi^ was F^/?w, pattern to tht fair. 
That while the World liv'd in a fingle Houfe, ., 

Ifhc Elephantine Dung brought foi;th a Moufe : 
Ahd that a Lions Breath produc d 4 Cat : 
Nor, furely, lefs ridiculous is that, ' 
^ Where he of a fcapc-Ram docs Wonders tell. 
Hung in the middle between Heaven and Hell, . 
Which carries on its back Death's murdViig 

ftorcs » " . 
And of cxceming Banquets through the pores : 
That cadi Ihould have his flocks of Womcj- 

kind. 
For his continu'd lulls, in Heav*n affignM : • • 
Their Faidi in thefe wc murt a judgment thirAk, 
Through which into Stupidity xhcy liiik *> 
Since chiefly, the bright bcanis of Light Divine 
About them with commanding Lufirc fliine. 

This Argument I need no farther prefe. 'j? y^^ 
Here not to Strangers only I addrefe ; ' \ An A^plic^tm 

But unto thcni, as muflh, who Chrift profefe* j , to cbrijlians^ 
What's faid already let's to ufe apply, ' -^^ f'o»^ ^^^^ 

Follow wfc ^opd, and what is noxious fly •, ^'Sw /' 
While we with {potlds Hands mvokc his Aid^ thdrDutj. 
Who things unlecn and fecn equally made > 
Aflur'd that all thhigs in his Concjaft fhare. 

And ;iot a Sparrp\v falls without bis Care : 

Him let's not fear who can the Bodv kill. 

But who can Soul and Body crufh at will. 

Nor muft we in the Father only truft, 

To piace the like m Jefus is but iuft i 

K 2 Who 
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Who fias obtain'd the only Name on Earth, 
Through which the fiate of Happmefs has BSxA i 
And yet in vain wc call or God^ or Lord, 
Unlc^ wc ycild Obcdkncc to their Word > 
Him to a life of Glory God will raifc. 
Who docs his Will,' not him who loudly raay&. 
Chrift's holy Dc&inc let's a Treafure hola> 
Exceeding £ur that valu'd triflle. Gold \ 
Oft read mole Books which (hew what we beUevCy 
Whae none can be deceived, who don't them- 
fclves deceive. 
More fdthfiil, more infpi^'d the Pen-men werc^ 
Than that they'd necel&ry Tmths forbear. 
Or wrap them up in any envi'ous Cloud \ 
Minds we muft bring obfequioully bow^d. 
Which if wc dolour God will nothing flttOw\ 
By us to be belkv'd, or hop'd, or done > 
He'l perfed this his Work in us begun, 
Will cheri(h and excite his growing Grace, 
A pledg of what (hall aown our finifh'd Race. 
From ionitating Pagans let's ablbdn ) 
Firft in their wprifaipping of Idots vain, 
Nothing in truth but Names ill Spir'itsbroughtii^ 
To make Mens very Wor(hip provr thdr 8m : 
If of their Rites held facred wc partake, 
Chrift's Seaifice tp us we fruitle(s make; 
Next let's not live in their liccnti'ous way. 
Who (crvilcly the Law of Fldh obey. 
Chriftiaiis (hould to far nobler things afpire, 
Beyond ev'n what the Jcwi(h Laws require, 
Or the proud Phar'fires, iccming to rife higher 
Their Right'ouGiefs lay but in outward thingSi 
Th'obferving which to Hcavli none ever brings : 

Hear^ 
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flcart-Gireumcifion, not the work of hind, p 
With true obedience to Divine Command, ^ 
Are things in which we fliall accepted ftand : J 
God's Spirit muft without refiftancc move. 
And raite a livipg Faith' working by Love : 
This fl\cws txxktfPaelUes^ thofe myftick Jews, 
JVho ling Gq^s Praif es^and whoiti he does chufe. 
Difference of Meats, Sabbaths, and holy Days, T 
Arc (hadows fcatter'd by Aiepah\ Rays, C 

ki him we the Compkti on of thofe Type^ 
fhould praife. j 

MahomctifiB may this jt W Thoijghts fuggcft > 
That in the Chriftian Law it is expreft, 
That after Tcfus many fliould arife. 
Who fliould pretend th^r Miffi'on from the Skies. 
But tho an Angel (hould from Hcav'n defcend. 
Did he anoAer Doctrine recommend. 
Than what Chrift taught,and Mira^ maintain'd^ 
W^ fboM lejed, and think his Errand teign^d 
f n varTbus ways God heretofore did foeak 
To them who did his Will fincerely feck j 
At laft to fuch his only Son he fent. 
Who did his Father folly reprefeiit. 
The perfcd Image of paternal Lights 
Which in the bright Reflcfti'on feafts the Sight, 
The Lord and Maker of the World's great $cta^ 
Whbfe Influ'cnce (till throughout the whole is 

feen. 
When for our Sins he had Atonement made. 
He was imoKdiatcly to Heav'n conveyed. 
Where die ofBci'ous Angiels give him place. 
Whom with a Throne of Glory God dc^ grace. 
Suchbc'ing the Author of the Law w'obcy, 
Forfomething ftUl more noble fliould Ww" ftay ? 

K3 Qa 
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On this, occafi'on wc fliould call to Jifind, 
What are the Arms Chrift' 

aJITgn''d, • 
Not fuch as bloody MJhomet ftijoyn' 
Such as the Spirit'iial Warfere docs require,^ 
To ra7e thofe holds to which bCir'LuIfe retire, 
Which to fubvert G(^s iaw boldly ^5re. 
Faith would a Shield invulnerable lend, 
■'Gainll all thofe ffry Darts thCDaemons fend, 
■A rrght'oiis Lifers a well-wrought Coat of- Mail, 
Which innoCircuniltance is known to fail ; 
The hope of Happincls an Helmet 'proves. 
Which danger from the threatned head removes : 
Inilead of Sword, the ikred Writ We'firtd, 
Piercing the clofe.Reccffes of the Mind; 
Siich Concord fhould unite each Chrifti'an Heart, 
As Chrift bj^queath^d when he j&om hence did 

part. '^ ; 

We (hould not many for our' GtiicJes receive > . 
But him, the. only One from God, "b^iicve. 
Bapti2'd into his Name all Chriftians^ tits 
Wherefore of Seds and Schifms we fhoufll 

beware. 
His feamlefs Coat 'tis impious to tfear : 
And tliat into this fault we may riot fall, 
Th' Apoftle's Didatcs we (hbuld oft recal i 
Who bids each Man be temjpcrately wSfe, 
According to the meafiire God fupplies, 
T another's Weaknefs Tendeniefs to (how, 

That we, as in one Body, may together gcow. 
If more than others one has undcrftood. 
In their Inftradi'on let him make it good > 
If yet they can't arrive to the true Senfe, 
^tiU hope that God will fardier Light difpcnce; 
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Fth'int'rim let's ad up to what wc know h 
Our knowledg is impcrfed while below. 
We (hall be Hll'd above where the clear Foun-i 
tains flow. 
Each in particular (hould have a care, 
Not t'hide the Talent fallen to his (haie^ v 
8ut to lay out the utmoft of his Pow'r,' 
That Men may dole with Chrift in happy hour > 
For this, as well as godd Advice to give. 
He an Example of his Rules mufl live > 
That of the Matter th.ey may well conceive. 
Who fee what Men in him done believe y 
And they that Law may value as die beft, 
Whofe Purity is iji their lives expreft. 

If any thing which I have offor'd here, 
Does under a good Charader appear. 
Let God, from whom it came, the Praifei 

bear: 
And let the Senfe of humane Frailty move. 
At leaft to pardon, what you don't approve ) 
Think too of time and place when this came 

forth. 
Rather an Embr'yoy than a perfed Birth. 

FIXiJS. 
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VirgU'i F»«rti> ECLOGUE 

faitbfuBji tranflated. 

SIciliaa Mufe ! let's take a nobler flight i yy ^ Gm^kA, 

Shrubs and low Sflvan Scenes cm\ all df lighfe jcflL yT^^' 
Yet if a Grove our yerfcs celebrate, 
That (hall become worthy a Gondii's %ate : 
Time, i Wapppintcd rciiuid, preftnts that Agc^ 
Wbidb the Camian SjAU did prdagc. 
TIk Vir^ now viGts me Eardi agaif^ 
And ipcbceful Sdturn brings h& happy Reign » 
While a new Qf^ing comes down from above; 
BlavqiaftLMrfMDUt propiti'ous prove, 
had wi^ a^entle hand forwardthat Sirth, 
Which is to purge the Iionfrom the Earth, 
No Metal to allay pure Gold be'ing kix)wn: 
This is ttfe time Jf^tta mounts the Throne. 



/ 






Sleilides M»ft ! fudo msfora canamfti. 

Si CMtdmm Jylvds^ Jylvtfim Confide mj^. ' 
Vkimd C'nm£i Vinitjdm csorminis €tM% 
M^^tm m integrp fuUrum vertitmr wJi§. 
Jdm re^t & Pirgi^ redtum Sdtmrnia Reptas 
J^mnaVM Progenies Ccth dimittitHr dto. 
Tit m^ TuifcenH fueroy qnoferrea frimiun 
Defimtj 0ic'taio fi&^et gens mtrea Mimde^ 
Cift^fMtlMin^: tkHSJsmr^ns jimo. 
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Th^ Tallh / fliall thy ConfuKhip adorn. 
This Age's Grace (hall during that be bom : 
Hence ffiall the joyful Eftcif* b^^n, 
Whik thoy prtUf^pft is the fell M Sin > 
Ko-tra6h u hima GuSt &all fhiyibchii4t 
Not (ball it longp: tenify Mankind. 
He Qiall alcend uqto a Ij/c DtKBie, 
Where mingled with the Gods the Hero's flunc ; 
Hiinielf csn^iaiQus above thc,rcl[l : P 

■■;'■■■.■■■' .TlK-llnivej;fcftiaUunc!cr.himbcbl<ft, ■■■,"'> 
■■"■*■ And find the Father in the Son exprcft. y 

ThcmifiKc'dEarththallieidy Tribute bqp^ . 
At the Nativity qf tlice iLs King ) 
The blidhio^ Berry with gi eeii iVy twirt'^ ' 
T^' Egyftim- BfWi, with Herbs of fev'TjIgn 

The P^ls with fatipng GfoaliS M^ 'Oi^ ^^ 

oie, '.,.'' 
Nor ihallthe-ifadsftar.^t^ijifelioiBrpaf.-^; 



Tef-, tdee dccHS hoc 4iv\ te ■ConfHU^'inibit 

~^6Uio, & 'irrcifient mttgni froctdtre Ttmtjih ~ 
, Te duce^yfj^HA manentfiejeris vefiigi" tJcJirf^ 
■,Jrrita.ferptuhfolwntpirmiMiie. terras. " ' 
JlleDghn vit.iu!t Mfifiet^ Divifq'y vsdehit' ' , 
TermtfiotHerajs^ & iffe Vfdehitnr iUU j ' .' 
Facatui/Uf, regtt Patriis Virtutihiu Orbem ; " 
y4t tA\ fiima, fy-er, mtSo pimnfatU cuJth, 
jErrantts latdcrdi pgjpm ofm h!fK,care rc^w'', ",- 
Miliaq, ridtMi foUc^iafmdst^ficamho. 
Jfft ln^e domuM referent d'lfieKtaCaplU 
Vbera: nee magnos mfne>itj(rmefita.l4onfty\ 




All fqi*? cf flcw-fohmg FI(w thy Qiadl^ flrrJUi 
Coarriij|gthy'&i%u Tears bdore ^-Afoaiiii^ 

ScrjJcirts'lidll'dlc, Ac'Poiftt^':sfoK*d^ 

And w jid J%ri^ Rofcs clpijth the w^y. ' 

But wh(^ the Hero VlW|L aiKlt^ 

Th>nl]g[Kned l9^outh cflp^veadf^auW 

Artd liiiows thegrouivkfiiOm whenceOeiteiFa 

proceeds^ * 

Com ftall-enrich the Fields where noiic did fow. 

And chearing Oraf)e^ on common Buflif^grow^ 

From the hard G^ihall' rofcidlHony flow. 

Yet there fome remnants of old Fraud flball be, 

'Which ftall again provoke to t*y the Spa,, 

A litimVous NeigHbourhobd with Walls t'enclofc 

And veSK^the fiaffiveEartliwith fur'wingPlotlghs ; 

Of al ft^73/A;^/StDr*esffiairbetd[d, ' 

Another Jrjros (hall cull'd Hero's hold \ 

Frefli Wars (hall be bcgi^ji, another Tro^ 

Shall w> ArchiUexUxl ient\to defkoy. 
" "•'I'' •• • • -^ « 

Ipfa tibHUndos fmdi)i^ ttmabnU flora : 
OcMkii^ Serpens (^-^/alLtx herba vene^i 
Ocoi'det: Ji^rktm vnlgo ffafcetur amomunK 
AtfimtU Heroitm lakdes & fuSa farentis 
Jam legere:^ & ^^ff pteris cognefcere virtHJi ^ 
Motti fMidatiyn flavejcet camfHs arJ^X 
JncHltipi'^ Ynbenspndebit, femibus HVd^ 
Et dwTA quercus 'ftubAmttrofcida Wietta. 
Paaca tMmenfftbenmt vettris vefiigia fr^dis^ 
'§iH£ iemate Thetin ratAus^tftke cingere nwris 
Offida^-qtujukeantteBitri irtfhiJerc ffdcos:' 
Jiltet mt tHm Tifhys^ &:'dkera qna veh4t Argi^ 
Df^^ffietoas : ei^mt etimn Mfer^beUsj 
^fi tterum ad Trojam m^nm mttetmr JkhUUs. 

But 
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But when dvxi (halt in Ycaxs become mature. 
The Sukr (ball no more roug^ Seas endure '9 
NoSMp5(hall coaft about for Forei^ Wame, 
All diisgs widun it iclf cadi Realm (hall bear, 
(Hoiigh-Asvesiib more ihd! tear the fertik 1^ 
iio Pnming4MX)ks the Unding Vines (hall .wound; 
The lab nngOx (ball Vm the Yoak be Bms 
Nor (hall we Wool dyM with fil(e Colours feci 
A nat'ral Purple, or becoming Red 
Shall, as he Aalks aIot%, the Ram be(pi«acl \ 

^ Lambs a more orient B^cd (hall (wcetly (lain. 
Such times as thefe the fteady Fates ordain, > 
Working th'agreebigLuiks of the fure Chain, j 

. Enjoy thy (aaed Honours now in peace, (creafc ! 
Thou darliiig Son oWGods ! Jopch great en- 
Sec ? how the tott'ring Woild expels tfey hand, 
Made to fupport the Heavens, the Sea, smd Land. 



///>/c hbijam firmdia virum U feccrk dtgu^ » 
CeJet & iffe mari vetlor^ nee muitica finns 
MHtabitmerces * okmis feret omnia t'tUu, 
Non raflros patietHr humiis^ nan ffinea fiUcem : 
RobufiHS tjiioqtjam taurisJHga fohet araimr \ 
Nee varies difcet memiri Una celores : 
ff^e fed in prat is ariesja^jHove rkbcnti 
Xfahrice^jam croceo mntavit vellera ltU0 % 
Sfontefiid fandyx fafcentes veftiet agnos. 
Talia fecla fnis Mxerunt etfrrkefitfis^ 
Ceneerdes ftahili fatorum nomine Parca, 
jl^gredere magnos (aderit jam temfm) hmneres^ 
Chora Dikmfeholes^ magnum Jovii inerememnm. 
jiffiee^ cemvexo nutantem fonder e mundsunj 
Terr off, traHuff^ maris^ Cidiwiq\ frofifiedttm. 

m . ■ 

Nature 




virgirjS iTourtl €i\asat. i4« 

Nature, behold ! puts on a chcarful Face, 
Finding thy Scafon rewKng on apace. 
Oh! that my Life and %irit might fuffice. 
To praife the Glories to which thou {halt rife : 
Wiile fiillof thee I (hould not fear to vie 
With Orfheus^ were the Mufe his Mother by y 
Nor Utms^ tho AfoBo did infpire 
His raptur'd Son with all his holy Fire. 
Should Pun^ ev'n in his own Ar$adia Hng, 
jlrcadia (bould to me the Lawrel bring. 
By Smiles the knowledg of thy Mother gain, 
TTiou perfed Recompcnce of ill her Pain \ 
Learn by theSuMles : where Parents don*t rejoycc. 
No God, or Godde(s made that Houfe their choice.. 



Affke^ Vintmo Uuntm Ht omnU feclo. 
O mhi tarn longA tiumeat fars ultima vita^ 
SfiritHi & qHontumfat erit tnd dkerefMEta. 
Nwi me carminibHS vimet ncc Tkracius OrfhfM^ 
Nee Unas • buk mater qnamvis at (ft huic fater 
Or^i CoBiefea^ Limforf^ofus AfoUe : {ad[tt : 
Pd» Dens ArcadH mecHmfijudice certet^ 
Pan etiam ArcaJHh dicet Je jaJice viSttm. 
Incife forve puer riftt eognofcere matrem • 
Matri longa decern tulerant fa^idia menfes. 
Ittcife^ forve fuer^ qui nen r if ere paremesj 
Nee Deus hmc mens^ Dea nee digna$a cubiH efi^ 
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APPENDIX. 

ConcerningProphciesand Predidti- 
ons, patcicularly che SihyU, und 
the forgoing Tranflation of 
what Virgtl rehearfes out of the 
(Mm<e<<n Sii^/!f Verfes. ne^cpjjTejo? , Tiwf. 5. 
yiArf y^eevaTt. D^//>i/e not ^rophefy- 
ings : Or rather, reckon not as if 
there are ho true Prophecies. 
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CHAP. L 

Of the Imfcirtance of Prophecies for confirmation 
of the Chrifiian Religion ; havo the Sibyline 
Plnfes were prefervedy and the Primitive Chri^ 
fiians juftified in their Appeals to them. Their 
jiiahority cdnfirni'dy ky a Pajfafe cited as 
St. Paul'/, by Clement of Alexandria. 

OF all the Arguments excellently urg'd 
by Grotius^ and but enervated by my 
Rythms, there is none which iecit^s 
Inore undeniably to enforce the belief of a Dcfty^ 
arid the Religion which Chrift Jrfas taught 

Man- 
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Manhtnd, dnn the Evidence that tboe have 
been, at kaA in fixne Agrs of the Woxld, fiich 
PicdiAionsas have maiuMcd a fbre-knowledg 

of thofc fiiture Events, of which it was impofli- 
blc to have the leaft intimation from any Cauie, 
• oi Sign, appeaiii^ (uily by natural Light i and 

that fuch an one as the ble£(ed JeTus, had been 
I6rc-(hcwn, and was accordingly cxpcdM, about 
that time when he Hrit convers'd among Men. 

Numbers not injudicious, may be in^xis'd 
upon with appearances fcemly miiaculous, either 
by a Confederacy, flight of hand, ot natural Ma- 
gick, in applying the occult Qu^itics of thbgs 
new and llrange. 

But it muft evidently be beyond dl humane 
Power, to know future things in theic remote 
Caufes, the CauTcs thcmfdves not exifUng till 
many Ages Afta i nay, where the Cau(b ace ar- 
bitrarily, and conTcfjuently the Elflcdts are wholly 
contingent. 

Whether the li^huments c£ conveying to 
Mankind the notices of fuch thtn^ were ab- 
ated by good or bad Spirits, is not of any ConJe- 
quencc here ; fiiicc if they were bad, it (hews 
the influence of a fuperiour Being, which make 
the very Devils fubfervieiit to that Power, wludl 
was to dcftroy their Kiugdom. 

And it cannot but be look'd upon as a gitat 
Mercy and Providence of God, that be not only 
Afts 14. ij. left witucTs of himfcif among the Jews, in thofe 
Prophecies, which fufficiently pointed out the 
Time, Place, Pcribn, and Chaniflcr of the MtJ^ 
tA, But tl^t the Gentiles might have tio pifr 
tence that thefe were Juggles, and a mcer Goo- 
fpiiacy againA their ancient aiid eflablifhM Rite^ 
' ' ' he I 
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he fi) ordered it. That the Roman Cs^tol Ihoul^ 
become a Sandtuary, and Dcpolicory of thcTe Di- 
vine Truths *) That there the ^ylline Writings, 
which defcribe that paciiSc Prmce, who was to 
be bom of a Virgin, K) clearly, that thence is now 
taken the main Obje^jon 9£^itnft dieir Autbori* 
ty\ (hould be prekrved with that care, which ^ 
might prevent all manner of foruides with un* 
bia^'d minds, a^unft tho& mighty Teflimonies Qi) Juftin j^ 
to Chriftianity. 4hattskk\^ 

To thofc therefore the Primitive Fathers, ^«y^Aiitem* 
(4) Jm/Hm Martyr^ (*) CUrnem di JkxundrU, bl!im!ui£ 
(O TennUim^ and Onjfm, evm die laft of which A.Chrifti igp! 
was bom within the (ccond Century^ appealM in tht Afohiy fitfi 
their Diiputcs with die Heathens, or Apol^ies/^^/^^fcwwn 
for dicmfclves. (d) Celfm his Objcftion, That ^^*^ ^*;^f 
theChriftianS' bad inferted many, and blafohe- J^^^S^ig; 
tnous things into the Sikyls Books, is (o far from c. 12. CIuv.^ 
in Objedion that ou^t to weigh with us \ that pic.Hift.p.28 1. 
it is a Confirmation of our Faith, and that thoie Tallms iMblts, 




phemy to aicribe to any but their God^ or the jpbo ditdk^Q. 
great Jcv€y or JAqvm. ^ 212. vid, En. 

Orimfs Gbalkn^, for Celfm to (hew what ^*" *• ^' c* $f 
the Chriftiaiis had infatcd, not bemg anfwered, ^/"Jf- P: ^P*- 
were of it fclf a fuflfcient difproof of this Ca-^^y^"*** 
lumny : but 'tb Ibange it (hould be taken up by yrith aemenc 
Chri(lians now, e&eosdly by the Learned (e) ,/- VidX3uy<^.294 
fsucrMiUj who m die main deficnds the Sibyl- (^) v^Origco 
line W/ntin^ \ fix what ever may have beepjad- g^Q^^^** 
. dcA throu^ the« afficioiis^ or mkiaken 2^ of rf)v, vofljus 
. arw Gbri(faans finoe, ^df bigUy impxobable thkt de Sbyllims 
It mould have been fb mCelfmhis time, or asOnculis, 
ions ^ iheGapitolfibod, to wi&h the Headiens 

h would 



den 
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woiili cfdft^ftly hiVt tefortcd, to felfifie Ac 
-Qgottitiorts trndcty tfh^Gfcrittians, if they had 
tt)t been ctoftly ti«Ue. Nor can it be imaging 
how the Cferiftialis 'fhoukl at any time, after the 
Vld. Twif- bijth of our Saviour, tiH the (fr) biirrtiilg of the 
en's Difquitic^pitcJ^ ^i^h "Wis ibout the Year ol 'Chrift 
ftr^W^ tl»e Sjr ^^^^ beabfe tbtfertfft in atty (piHioiis Coiiics a- 
byis,f. 178- :^^^g tliofc. whi* were rcdtfvcd by ^he Hea- 
.■ ;■■■: ./Vthens. ^ . • 

Vr) VH. S^ For before our Saviour's birth, (e) Aunfifu 
^mfa vit» ha5 madc'iCbflcdidn of'^idfc B6oks ot the 
AMgttfti. sihts, Whidi upon ^krtlnaticfiV were found au- 

thentick-, thefe M^felaad up ih tiVo gSdcd Hnt- 
• iches, twfer the foot of a Pillar In Ac Temple of 
Paldtine Jipatldy whfere they *fcfc |)refcrvdi as 
. .{i) Dionyf. the moft (4) fectcd PoflSfidn which they had. 
Hidicarn. fib. And whereas fit Htft t Wo, and aft«r that tcn,wcrc 
^ Kom.Antiq. appointed the Keepers and tVfefts ot thofc feat- 
■%"^^rt^^^^^ forrtrierly«thered 

fiy H7% ifffov together, fiftetn had the Charge dt this new 
'kjSfcA in lef 3ir CoUcdioia s and in all Enneigcificies of State, or 
'^^ '^r 2^^^'^' portentous Accidents, theic §u$ffdfcemvirs con- 

^h\om ^"^^^^^ ^'^ "^^^ '^®^^' ^^ ^^^^ laird thein, by 
^Aurcliano jux- ^^^ Decree of the Senate, and Withcftk fuch Dc^ 
ta annum Chri- crce thefe Oflficers were not -to acqifairtt the Pco- 

(ii 271. Vid. pie with any Verfe there. 

FbrmaraSena- . 

tuscoofuki de infpiciendis fatalibiis libris. Cicero <|e Div. Noocfln 
lic^bat ulhiih Carmen Populo enyiuiarc iiifi Id Seoatus deareridc^ 

Nay, theit wsts great care tstkcn thai they 

rnight not b^ chcated'with new. or iaifc Copies i 

Com* Tacitus when in ftberm his tfrhc, ' CmtHta CdSks^ orlc 

in Yiti TJbcrii, of the ^indtvemih, feefsM^fhr ^Dcqtet-ofthc 

ito^Ed' ?& Senate, for haylrte;a= Book ftcn found, tiWfltffd 

^ini, ■ ampng the oditr Wtitpigs oJWie w^/ (Whcthtt 

there 
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there w:is but one, or more, T^c^V^y.vvborfejatC^ • - ..=• 
it,, would not determirieO 7^#rw tell? hiti^ iij[" 
Letter, that he was ignorant 'what was the an- 
ckpt Cuflpm upon fuch a difeove|[y^ which- w^^ 
to 'h^ve ^vp:y Vejte r^d qnd weighed m ful J Scr ' . 
natc before it was ri^ived, and tlj^p the fliftlWf 
was to be left to the Pricfts, that tJiey might ulc 
all poilfhle humane xneaqs for diiceu^ing th? true . 

•J. fljiat the Cj;iyiiliafis tl^erefgre could UPt cheat 
thpn^ in.thip flitter, ^^nd would h^y^ bf^h dilJ. 
p^Dv^d by $i,utl|ority of the $eiw^f if thty made 
aiijr falfe Qupfttiojis^ cannot be (^oubt^d. ^ 

The only Queftiopi rpnjaining is, Hqjv th^ 
Chrifiians could come by any pf tbefc Writings^ • : ^ * ' 
y^hich \yc£e Icept with fb tm;h (:aiitioi]4th^t none , r - . 
-^^^ adaiitte4 tp them but the immediate Offi* 
cqr^ intruded with th^im, nor could they publjflj 
?ij5W» without ^ Peore^ ftoxn the .8e»^tc : jmd 
^wrriiicxyft, gs it is ip 7>'*mi^; bis tjrttjBff tpenti- 
oned by T^c/r^ii, Angi^m v^^ ^ hm. That tacitus rh.6. 
n^^iever any Copy of fueh vVfitin^s fliould p. i5o. Sanx- 
f)«;ur, it Ihould withip ^ d^y ]^. earned to the iflc ABcuftam 
Pretor,.or Mayor pf the City, mAx^sx nopri- q«iodirfra di- 

X^t^PctfoaftiQuUn^taiivanybyh^Qi. . . 'emiSn'^ 

,. Notwithliandiqg ^U which^. it is ?afi1y fuppcv- deferremur, 
£ii^ that the Chriftians, and Qther^s niight have oeg^ h^Tf 
.ip^ large Collcdipii^ of thpfePredidions which Jtfiwim ^ 
were there treafured.up : And ^^tifins his Dc- ^*^ 
<:u?c iccijis to concern only wh^t Ipok d lik^ Ori- 
£K)i^or w^ Copies &om other parts, of Which 
f^43^ nothing m the Capitol 

'Bat m TuBy^ jime the Sibylline Writings 
PfCfc hi d31 people; baods, ^ rpmcfeegi tp have 

L 2 m;idc 
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(i) Qc de tttniK a tncic of (t) telUng Fortoncs by them, 

Ed. poje Phndia ^uiiic. Ckero, j^iv tf the Erkhr^m SlbfL Cn- 
JQS geaens oracoh enam habtain fune» joon <pat arqutcb fordbn dn- 
cuotHT, fedoaat iaftuftu dhrino, aSui^i funduixiir. Vid. Van. Dale 
p. 335. Sbyllanm fines datar fart ubiq-, oecurnmc ' 

Oc. ^ Dm And r#ii^ takes notice of a Decree of the Sc- 

^ ^«>$* nj^ againft the reading of thofc Books, as obfo- 

letc, and antiquated *) But thinks it reafbnablc 

that this Decree (houki be revived to prevent Su« 

perdition v but then tfiere was no reftratnt to 

keep Titfffy) and the other Enquirers of that Age, 

vid^Pettr ibr. ^^ 6tisfyii^ their Curiofity about thefe \ And 

tempj^'li^ ^'^ mentk)ned in thcAu- 

iTSyriws lih. ^bp^ of thofe Times, agreeably to whidi LaRun* 

4.C. 15. tittiy who was bom within the third Century, 

£iys, dut the Sibylline Verfes whkh die Chrifti* 
ans then ibg^d agaia<l the Heathens, were taken 
out diTidh^f^dnro.^ Other Ancknts, who died 
before Chrift was bom. 

^d that ihtft Veries were in many hanJ 
before the middle of the fecopd Century after 01: 
Saviour, is evidait in Jiiftin Martyr^ who iir 
putes it to the prevalence cf Devils, or Ddmm 
that the Sibylline Books, among otl%rs, were dn 
Juft. Mart, prohibited \ yet, feys he, ^ we not only prf 
Apol. 2.i>.d4. cc jj^j^ without fear, but (as you fee) offer th 

" to your view. 

Which (hews that the Prohibition exten 
only to Men of their own Rites ^ and tfaeDf 
. againft the reading of them, feems to have 
revived to prevent the ^reading of Chrifti; 
not that it was alivays inforcU Jf^m 
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the reading of thefc was made capital ;» ^ Tliat by. J^ft* Mart. 

* fear they might turn away Men that arc apt to 
^ believe the knowledg of Good j and that they 

* may keep them Slaves to themlelves. 

' Upon three accounts it is eafily to be cOncciy'^d, 
how the Sybils Veries (hould have been publick. 

1 . It might have been through the Treachery 

of Officers entiuftcd with them, who '^'gbt ^^^.*^*'* 
have privately tranfaibed them^ as jittilius did, J^f^rf WiS! 
who was one of the two entrufted with thi nMnufstjchX 
Colledion then made, and for the breach of that ftimty^ Ed.A/u 
Truftluffered as a Parricide. , ^ -- 1662* f. 16. 

2. The occalionsof conlulting theft Series ^'^'rf^^ 
were very frequent and numcroiL<J > and the Ver- xuiydeDir. 
fcs which were then made fublick were, nOqHotiesScna-' 
doubt, carefiilly pteftrvM, and communicated cus ]>ecemvi- 
fifom one to another. ros^libros 

3. Thofe Writings which were kept in the ^^gj^jj. ^j: 
Capitol before jiHgufins his timey were for the Halkram. Hb'!!! 
mcrfl part Tranfcripts ftom .what were recorded £ 259. \t^ 
in ieveral parts of GtecQe \ from amongft theft Uv'd Am li 
and others, Ah£$^hs made his Colledion > and ^'^^ */«*« 
as it was no oilficult thing to have recourfe to ^^^* ^^ 
thofe places, from whence any of them had been vandalc 
tranicribed \ no more was it to have fufficient p. 55^ 
EvidaKe, which, among the Verfes (b recorded, p\Si\&Um}h 
were tranfcribed and earned i)ito the Capitol. W thi SU^ls^ 

Upon which Coafiderations, I (hould think JgJ^^^ 
it no more ftrange, that many Sibylline Writings f^ Hbroram 
fli^uld be in the hands of Chriltians while the grxct,^ hntaq^ 
Capitol Hood, agreeing with Verlcs there rccor- generis, &c. 
ded, than that ftvcral Copies of any Book, (hould ^^^ ^^^ 
agree with the fame Original : and as the Chri- ^""^ 
ftians, by quoting the Sihyls to the Heathens, 
. (hewed their afluiaiKe that the Quotations were 

L 3 right, 
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' riglit, ini cf ?^ch \Vri:ir.gs as tfx Hcstlicfts 
rhrnnfr vi? rcjeivci fct A -lie rides v lb their ndt 
bcln^ dilprivc'ih pirt::u!ir iiiiiiiues^lhews, that 
th^: iiTiiianje wis we'.i gTOundcd. 

And L-JS w-IT: be lurtl:er eriJcnC, if any one of 
the Apoii!e5 zx, lav anne ufcd theic Autiiorities, 
either to Heathens, cr Chiitlkms -, for die dus 
ArKument was not (b necclTirv, that we ouaht to 
ftipfoic the Apoitles inipired to know the Con- 
tents of th^& Verics, Ixtore they came to theit 
haivis : Yet we ciiiiio: think, that the holy Spi- 
rit, which wai :o icad them iiuo all Truth, would 
1 jrfcr ihcm to quote any thing adulterate s nor 
is it :o be imagined ihit any Chriftian then-coold 
hive Joiincerfeitcd thcfe Vcrtcs, and not be dif- 
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^ , . , ^ Mercy, no: ciily to the then Chriinans^and Jews 
Aw'cJcv* «•?« but to the Gentiles alio, and of his liaving raifcd 

Ti» 11 4. f ^ Ac" ^ 




'" and the things which were to come : Take and 
-- xc2iHi(iaffC5^ and there \;c'.\ will find it muA 
' ny:e cleaily and plainly ot the Son of God,&c. 
TiVrti tliis paifagc is not to be found amongi\* 
Writings of Sr. Ta:d now extant, is not of if felf 
of greater weight, th.an if any of the Primitive 
Chriftians fncLild have mentioned fome expreffi- 
on, or aSion of our Saviour's, of which a cleir 
Tradition then ran s tho it were not recordcti by 
any of the Evangelifis: whereas St. John coii- 
cluding his Gofpel, fays ; 
Jchn 21. 2$. jind tkcrdpcre many other things which y^M 
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did, tht which if they ^odi be vrtttin tvery me, ' ' * 
J/uppo/e the World it felf cohU not contain tli^ 
'Sooks that ^oidd he written. ^ " ■ • 

'Tis evident, Jjv the maniw o{ the Quotation, 
that what CUmtrii cites as Stt Fold's wot3s, were 
jmong them to whom he w:rote, ^ cnucH ^- 
countcd St. ffvtt^^ apany pa^gc ^htc^Tii cjW 
&om St. Feterf-y^iS tBbutfit tSV His. 

So riiat there is iio mttrt Iri fhls Objeiftion, 
(hail that thj[s has not been tranfmitlfd down to 
us, in the fathe'maiitjtrwithEV'nift of S. ?4iU% 
Writings. 

But, pircatnffences cqnfidcrcd, we ate not here 
fo tniich as to exanync whether Clifnem, who 
tpeiitiiMis this, was one of intifiricy i "but the pn- 
!fQ;tcrtioii will be, \Vhcthff lie, and othcm of 
that tinie, might have fufflcitnt evidence, M^e- 
ther any Writings, whfch Went under the oainc 
of any ApoEUc, were in truth his wboie natrie 
th;y then bpre ? Nor an fhere be any great 
(^eftioii of this here, if We donfidcr, that Ofe- 
tnent (iniih'd his Booli in the tJtiie of the HrA' 
peroiir Seyernt, who died ,^»fl Chrijii 212, 
St. Paul iiiA^hoiK the Year '^7 orrf^-, fo that vid. Enfrf). 
here v^e but 145 Years al the moft, to prererve Gar. ^it, 
the Tradition, and not i oo'to Clement's being of Petav. 
years of, underi^ndiug '■, and folytarf^ a Difc^Ie 
61* oiw.of tlie Apoiltes, \mA. till the year of 
Cfitiff liSS. fo that, with him at leaft, Clemnt, ^. -j^ju.- 
^ others then alive, might have converied, and T^hP^*"* 
po^ibly yidi'fpmc of St. PohVz own FoUpwas. 
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To fay there were no Revelations before conca 
ning the Mejfuh^ were to deny the holy. We 
which rccor<b the Prophecies among the Jcw^ 
Nun*- a4»* 7- nay. and that of BsJam iht Moabitiffi Soi^ccii 

Yet dicte is no doubt but the Apomcs and Pr(; 
phetS under the Goipel, had a more fteady Li^ 
CO guide them s am herein the Sibyls (ecm t 
fiave been ^ (hort of the Chridian or Jewid 
Rrophets. 

1. That. they themfclves underftood notth 
true meaiung of what they (pake in a Divin 
Fury. 

2. Nor could they bring any Evidence to /a 
tisfy the World of the trudi of what they fore 
toldi and therefore, how clear Ibever the Pre 
didions feem^d by the Event, they were otfcur 
till thai, a»i of little or iio ute at iirft, efpecialV 
inCompari(bn with thofe which were uttered fo 
the Comfort of God*s People, and were oftej 
publickly attefted by convmcing Miracles. 

3. And die People amon^ whom they we 
delivered, had not thofe Anticipations, or Pre-d 
pdfitipiis, which might fit them for the recievr 
that Light. So that what would have brouf 
deat Thy to others, could make but a very Ir 
^(awning with them, by realbn of that tl 
parkne(s whidi encompalsM them \ and u 
chat account theb light was to be accou 
Weak, as not able to difpcrfe the Clouds w 
lay in the way h and by how much the OxQ 
JRays were requifitc h by fo much were 
illucninadons the more imperf^^ 

Cic. dc DiT- ^' '^ fecond Head obfervable in f^Md 
Sk. J. ' what Jic ujfgp? :0iii of TfiHy^ who, in I 
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ffto 1^ Argumw^ to fiifWr, tlttt.thcw iwatach SlJf^'!"* - 
a 'tbhlg as a fo»*-ki16wWg of fimrt Condn^ KftrK 
gjM^ 9 for WhMh ti% owns, that be ^l^ghc en^ ufus es 
nfany (a) dt^ ilhcl iWfttious iaSaaea knoWnibqiiukincIs- 
among the Rofnins* ^ fj. '^^"^ 

Btthg to ariftw hisBfOtheus Aigimkiitshc Jg;Jf-f '^^ 

/^;)0;7 f ^^ enquiry^ for the fiefi: fdrt d$ibtSf and dum eft mihi 

€^/hH^s himfetK er his wn ArgMims* igiwr adco 

quxfunc i te 

diaa f fed ita nihS be flffirmcm, quzram Q4nnb» dabinos pknuoquq 

9c mihi ipfe diffidens. ih, 

■ 

And that ^lich htftcms moft to ttlufiriph in, 

is, rather .a caviiling at the dtrtnition^f Divjjfr Divinadoncm. 

tiott given by his ferotber, than a difpxjving the «& eanim re* 

poffibility that Ae Gotk (hould ccttamly ftw- ™™ Ff^^ftio- 
11. /- 1 • nein* & prx« 

know what is to come to pals, an^ eeiftmimir fqitioiicin,qua 

^te That knoWlcdg to Men, withcfitt'deftwybgefoitfornuaE; 

the. nature of Contingency by any epuipcUiiig ▼• //k i. &a. 

ficSiellity. 

u Wlifn he comes to objeft agii»ft tlie Au* TtallyVjfy/f (?*- 
thoflty of the Sibylline Writings, one Objcfti- /'*'<>? ^'wjl 
dn, is their obfcurity, and the uncertainty ^f*'*'*^'^ 
Time, Perfon, or the like, to which they m^y 
be'l|)pli^d : But in this FanMe and I, may (ay 
all Dllputers againtt thefe (inceour Savidur's tifMi 
aie fo far firom agreeing with C/rrr#,that'd]e Oi> 
jeftion iiioll commonly infixed on, is^ their dear^ 
!iefi,and certainty, 

2. Another i$, that the AcroftiAs, in Whfcfc 
fort of Vrffc the I^rcdiffions, or moft of fhetn, 
W«-e Wrote, fhew thcni to be rather the fifeft <^ vid. Vaodale, 
Art and Diligence, than of Incitaticm ftnd FUty : f ^* 39* 
As If that Power yH^ mft^tcd ^ Sib^t, 

could 
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.- ceidd Qot as wdl do it in that manner, as hone 
foxmxie^mnt: Bcfklo, it could not drxogate 
from die mdidtion, if the fiibftance of what 
•was imprinted on die Mind, fipom whatever Spi- 
rit^ was aftcrwaids nggulady digeftcd \ if this 
wcie befoie what was feretdd came to pa& 

^. The laft Obyedionis ag^ thieFaidi&il- 
nels of the Officers, who were cntrufied with 
idiif their ikrcd PoiTeflion. 

O^ of the P^edidions, which in Ti^'s tiii^e 
ym pronounced as fitting for the occafion oi) 
which they were then iconuiltcd, being that men<- 
VidXib*4. $.9« tioned by Grotms. 

f^'j iffe Regemfi fdyi effe vcBem$t0. 

^ That he who in truth was our King, ought 
^ to be called or owned for King, If we would 
^ be ia&, or £iv'd. 

TnOf^ who was an Enemy to die namp of 
King, fays, ■ 

Cum jintifiitms agamuSy ut quithis fitiHf €^ 
iUis likris quam Regem froferam : 

* Jjtt us manage the matter fo with the Oifi- 

*• cctSj that they produce out of thofe Books any 

^ thing rather than a King. 

vmd^fig. Upon this f^'atuidle enlargcsi as if it were a 

4dS» 469* meer tric]^ of §tate, and that the Officers made 

die Sibyis fpeak what (hould be thought tox dit 
advantage of the Senate, to whom the VcricS 
were to oe iirft (tiewn , whercferc, &ys he, C^9^ 
who durft not wholly tax them of H^on, 
would have them fecn by the People ftrlV : ad- 
/ mit this to have been never (b true, yet it can 
iignifie nothing here, in relation to thoic Veries 
whiph fi> plaimy dcfcribe our Savipur, as fliews 

that 
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that they could not be couiitcrfirhed to (cr?c any 
Intcreft of their State. 

Be(ides, no more an be inferred ftoin Tidlfs 
words, than dut the OfficeiS) among thoie which 
were the true Veries, took out fuch as they 
diought fit for the prefcnt occaiiou : nor was 
more implied in C^s demand, which had 
took cfFeo, than that 'twas reafbnablc the Peo* 
pie, as well as the Senate, fliould have a Judg- 
ment of what was fit then to be divulged, left (i^Vkxuku 
they (hould be kept firom the knowledg of what GicoTericusiic 
might be of ^reat benefit to them : and this '^ roppreme- 
(c) Dion Ihews that Cato aimed at. ^^^^y ^^« 

But notwithftanding all that Cicero urges for 
difputation &ke, I conceive his Letters to Lentil-' ^y^ ^j^ « 
Ihs (hew, that he did not contemn the Sibylline ^ iemuL <• * 
Writings, 

PtoUny^ King of Eiyf^^ was forcM to fly to 
Romi for Proteaion againft his RebeUious Sub- 
lefts : having been there for fome time, and be- 
ing made acquainted widia Ptcdidion, whiA he qc Epift. ad 
thought fore-told, mat he fliould be earned back Leiiciiittm4. 
into his Kfaigdom without Arms > he preft hard, 
and bribed high, to have diis effefted for him. 
Dion^ who lived about 200 Years aficr^ ikys» 
that it was contained m the SAyU Books i ^ If 
^ a King of Egyft come wanting Aid, donot de* 
^ ny him FriendQiip, but help him wkh ix> 
^ Forces \ for if you do, you will have trouble 

^ and danger. And to the fame purgofe the Pbft ctaT.lp.lfift. 
Lu^Mi^ who died Amo Chrifii^ ^5, had it bcfose. ^ 

H4Hd iqmdim immirito Cmumd carmini vmii Inc. fH. t. 
C4MiMm^ m NiU Pili^iM trnigfretorit^ 
f/ffferiHS Mihs ^ ^ - ^ 

The 
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TWItaliait SouIdicR rf S^yftitin Aii^ 
Cmaean SHiyl juAIy Uda bcwwr. 

This cither wa& the opiaim of the Priefts 
upoa the words of the P^-etiidioitt or clfc was 
the account fpread a&tt the.&irth of Chrirt, 
whofc ouiying into Egyft espiftly agrees with 
TMfy''s account of this Picdiiftion, which was, 
Vii Mf- ad That a Kiiig ftiould be x:an:ed into ££yft with- 
Lenc7,;nn. out a maltitude, and was !ievc7 vmticd in any 
other, thsn this Spiritual Kiiig. It bring thought 
that Ptolemy was the Peribn dtligli'd by the Pre- 
didion, diffle was great iaiving ios the Honour 
of executing the purpofc of the Gods m carry- 
ing him home. 

This Lemnlits was very annbitious at, and 
had a former Decree of the Scniite on his ^de : 
Vid.Cic. Ep. Cktro kys % projedt for his periprnaiBg this, 
id Lciml. 7. which was, that he Ihould ptace Pfltmy at pt»- 
Itmais, or Qxas. neighbouring plice, iroHt whence 
he fliould go <D yliexM^ia with b Navy and 
Aimy, and when he hod ictWd it in peace tnd well 
garifon'd it, thai ftoltwty m^ht return into his 
Kingdcm. Ita fare ut ffr fe rcfiitu^tmr^ ^urm' 
jultaotbim Senatus initio oe/tfititt ^ fintmitlfitit- 

'SiiyS€ tldctre dixermit. 

* So be may be rdbred 'by you, as the Serwte 
•atiiritdociBed,and rmybc brought b^itwih- 
< out a nuihiGudc^ titinitgiom/netffsi4tit fJr<- 
ffet thcSihyl. 

And vrkM wss CicWs O^iuoQ CBnccawns 
diis mimr, sppovs ty a parage w ius fouidi 
Epift. 4. E^c to Ltntmut, 
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Nmhefi qui nefdatj quo minus difc^tb fUnt - -» r. . J 
fir aJvirfarios tuoi ejfe fitSum^ t^mi nme PepnH 
^mtuan nomim^ r§ mum Virk fceterMtiJfim ln^ 
trmnio : fi qud eonabtrntur agert futis.f/H^wfiiiA 
^^mne qsUd SdvU smffieiis^ am lieg^^ -iMr 
$iUm{ini vi^agcre f^Jfint. 

^ No Man is ignorant that your dep&ttiife is 
^ ftopt by your Adver&rics, who uft the iiafcieof 
' the People of Rvmt tx> cover dhc moft IrfaAlo^ 
* Robbery : If they attempt any thing; fiiffickiit 
^ care is taken to make it known, that iiott^ig 
' can be done without contemning the Prophcsey , 
^and the Laws, and indeed without ■ force. 

Where he charges Lemnlsu his Oppbfers as 'Aic 
cnoll wicked Rob^s, or Invaders of that Right, 
which he looks upon as given himby tbePrc- 
didion, and the Law, meaning the fitft Decree of 
the Saiate \ and tells tamtlHS that he 4iad ao 
quainted the People with this. 

'Tis very improbable that Cicero (lasVaniuli Epift. 4. Hac 
would have him) look'd upon ReligioH but as a tamen opinio 
Pretence, when be himfelf u(cs its Authfority : in- «^ Vp9^}\ R^- 
dced-hefays 'twas the Opiniow oftheGdmtaon^*^^|J]g^J^ 

People, that Religion was but pretended m the ^acoribus no^ 
buiine(i». men induftam 

fiftse Reliao- 
ni^ noncam ut te in^direnc, qito uc Miutf pVEfttT exaiBiife.af^ 
dkacem Alexandriam vellec ire. \ 

• 

But herein is demonftrationjthat Cicero thpudit 
the Sibilline Writings facred, m thathcoppdSl 
Core's preffing to have the Verfcs relating to that 
occafion publilh'd,as nefarious, or prophane \ and 
4)f fuch a nature, that the fear of it diverted hiin 
frotn the immediate (ervice of his Friend^ as wh^t 
was of much Icfs coniequence. 



\ 
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Mf^aiUuup Not, &ys be, cum iMximt CoticiUo, fitiJit, ts- 
iart, pMiiy di cmu3 rttik mteremir ■■, fiibitt ex- 
mrtM ^ mfm» CMmtu fnmtdgaio^ qiu tuAm 
fiitdi* mfiMrttytfi- ditimot << mtnare ciiri adfum- 
wmmt'ttMrtmtmdmtret^&t. Caomamiemqm- 
tffm mtJk ftft res habtM profit re^imut, 
' * When we were ufing our utmoft endeavours, 

* by Counlel, Ihidy^ labnur, favour, in the Caufc 

* of the King i of a fudden Catt^s nc^ous pio* 

* mulgation hapned > which gave us an intenup- 

* tkm, and divatcd our minds 6rom a \dk caie, to 
' a Fear of the highefl nature, fia. 

* What evci is the confcquence of it as to our 
. * affiur, 1 think it my duty to nfift Cmo. 

Theft Paflages compared together, make it e- 
vident, that Cicer* was &i (com contemning the 
Sibylline Writings : but admit he Highced then 
never lb much, yet no Man can evade thole Telti- 
monies which he involuntarily gave to Chriiliani- 
ty, in Ihcwing, that before Chrift was bom thae 
were Pitdiftions preferred in the Capitol, and 
publiOied in Rome, which {pake, 

I. Of a King, whom Men ought to om^ for 
thor King, if they wiU be faved. 

3. Of a King to be canied into E^t with- 
out a Multitude ; which could not agree witb 
Otr. tfSu King FtoUmy, for he was carried thither by Ut- 
^^/•*'> MflHtf, with a powCTfiil Army, which beaiout 
ArehelMt^ whom the £.iy)tUnt had &t up (bi 
King. 
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C H A P. III. 

JVhaf is tffered in the two foregoing Chapters^ 
cifrfirmd by VirgilV fonrth Eclogue^ and tht 
TranjUttQn of it ajferted. 

THat the firft was meant of the Salvation of 
Maiikind, by one, whom all ought to own 
for King^ can be no queftion to any who (hall 
impartially confider the tirft Eclogue of Virgil in 
the Original:) or my Eflay towards a Tranflation 
of it j which, tho it lofe much of the Spirit by 
the Transfulion, I (hall here juftify to be (b fer 
true, that there is nothing in(trted or varied from 
the genuine import of P^irgifs Expreflions, to 
make the Predidion more plainly to denote our 
Saviour, than Virgirs account makes it* 

Tho r andale thm\is it a meer Dream that Vir- ^awale p. 90. 
gil^ or Others, were permitted the Infpedion of the Qujcquy non- 
Sibylline Vcrfes through jinguftHS his fevour, yet nulli fomnicnt 
eUewherehe owns,that tho the Books were not to f* 45o. 
be cpnftilted without a Decree of the Senate ^ yet 
mJuLCAfars time the Officers made an infpcdi- 
on by the fole Authority or Diredtiou of C^foTj 
who was Emperor, and Chief Pontif : And lif in 
this the ancient courfe of expcding the Senate^ . 

Decree was broken, why might not AHguflHizs 
•welt break the other, and order that a private 
Perfon (hould hav^ the infpedWon ? 

• But however Vmdde himfelf owns, that thc(c Vandalcfig^lfi 
Vcrfes were difperft through all Crecia^ Afia^ 
Africa^ and other Regions, whci AngufiHs made 

' M hfa 
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his Collcdlion •> and where l^irgtl faw them i 
not greatly material here, but that he had fed 
Verfcs which pals'd for Cumdon SibyV 5^2x16 wrot 
to one who is prefiimed not to have been unac 
quainted with them, appears, when he fays \ 

Vltma Cnmdi venitjam car minis at as. 

Nor can FolUo well be thought to have beei 

a Stranger to the Predidtions of the Sibyls^ beiu 

vid. Tallcnts the firlt, who, by Auguftus his order, afterward 

Tab. Chron. made a publick Library at Rome , which mu 

have been, as he was thought the titteft for fuc 
a charge. 

The Commentators feem induftrioufly to ca 
a Cloud over Firgil's Reprefentation of the Pre 
didtion, which he mentions to PoUio • and wi 
have it that this Poem was made to celebrate tl 
Birth of Tollio\ Son, that (ome Eclogues are a| 
plied by f^irgil to Tollio himielf, others to ji 
fftfim^ the relt to the Son of PoBio. 

Where they (eem to mind neither the ti 
when it was wrote, the manner of the Exprc 
ons, nor the contexture of the Poem, whic 
one of the molt noble and beft tuni'd that 
^fVever wrote, they would make confufcd, 
unworthy any Man of Judgment. 

The Poem it fclf (hews, that 'twas com 
Piririi Afflialcs ^^ P^Ui^^s Confulfhip, which was in th( 
Bonu /. 484. 713^ after the building of Romf^ about 1 4 

Chrilt, this was durmg the Trinrnvirat of 
vinsj Anthony^ and Lefidns '•, wherefore I 
- think that there is any ground to belie 

yirgil ijpake otherwife, than only of wha 
happen in PoUio's Confulfliip, when he ia 
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Te Dace^fi qua mment fceleris vefiigia n$firi^ 
Irrita ferfethh folvent formidine terras. 

This indeed a great Poet has rcndred, 

^^ The Father banilh'd Vertue (hall rcftorc, j^.. Dreydcn. 
' ^ And Crimes (hall threat the guilty World 
" no more. 

And the Commentators take Te Dncej to be 
the fame with TV Author e^ and that Firgil ipeans 
cither jiugufiHs or PoUio^ and the Crimes to be 
the Civil Wars between AngHiiHs and Anthory 
at Aintina : whereas this was before OStavius 
took the name of AHgnfiHS i> nor is there any 
thing to lead to him here : Belides, O^lavins and 
Anthony were reconciled at leall the Year before v^ 
PoUio's Con(ulIhip, and PoUio was on Anthonys 
fide while the divifion lalted > fo that there is no 
colour to think that rirgil meant that Pollio vyas V* Epit. ad Li- 
to compofe the Civil War after it was over, or to ^""^ ^'^' '*°' 
impute to him the Succels of the oppolitc Party, 

There were more of colour in the Suppofition, v. Virgilii 
that Pollio being one of the three, who were ap- vicam. 
pointed to divide the Lands of ibme, who were 
Criminals in oppofing OBavius his having the 
Command of the Army, tho decreed by the Se- 
nate : Virgil^ having been connived at by Pollio^ 
thanks him for freeing him from the fear of what 
he might, juftly have expeded to fuifer > yet I 
qucftion whether Firgil would term one the 
Author of what he did, as joint Commiflioner 
with others \ nor would he upon fuch an account 

M 2 V^ryi 
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Fcrptua fihent formidine terrain 

As if the whole Earth were concerned iii Vir- 
giTs Fears. 

And by attending to the time when this vvas 
\vr0tC5 we iind that 

J. tHMJam regnat A folio. 

And 
BeJidiSyt^MsA" Tacatumj^ reget fatriis virtpttibitsOrbemj 
f olio is fpokii^ 

r£/tftw«f«Laco- ^^^j j ^^^^ ^^ meant of AtmtfiitsMio affumed not 
nay Siftir to A' . -n l r» 1 • r >fti- 

polio. ^"^^ name till the Battel ot AatHm was over, 

y. Epic, ad li- which was about the Year of Rome 718, hve 
viufnc. 134. Years after Pollio's Conlulfhip, when this Poem 
y» Pctav. ^a§ wrote. 

2. If we obferve the manner of the Exprefli- 
, ' * ens, we (hall rind, that whereas PoUioh Son is re^ 

puted the chief Subject: of the Poem ? how 
much foever a Poet may be allowed to ftrain his 
Charadlers^ no Man can imagiile that V^lrgil 
would afcribe fuch high and mighty things to the 
Son of a Conful, when he was little more than 
Titular, under the check of the Triumvirs \ durft 
he call him the Offspring of the Gods, the great 
cncreafe of Jove^ and fuppofe that he (hould rc- 
ftore the Golden Age,' and that Heaven it (cK 
cxpedfe fupport from him ? this would have bren 
no lefe than Crimen Uft Afajefiatis. 

But, to put this out of Controverfy, 'tis al\ 
applied to one who was expefted to be bom h 
when the Commento^s wiirhave it in celebrati- 
on of Pollio's Son's Birth. 

3. If we obferve the Connexion of one Verfc 
to another. 
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It appears that DecHs £vi^ the Grace, or Glory 
of that Age, who was to reftorc the Age of 
Gold, was expcc9:ed to be bom during P^/f/o's 
ConfuWhip, that while he was Coiiful the Sins of 
Mankind were to betaken away *? nor can any 
think it fuppofed to be done by any other, than 
by him who is called the great cncreafe of Jove^ 
ivho was to afcend into Heaven, and to govern 
the World with his Father's Vertues, which I 
may well render by exfreffing his Father. 

The Clouds being thus removed, thefe Parti- 
culars appear with a clear Light. 

1. That the CnmAan Sybil fpake of a Virgfb, 1--.-^^^ ^ 
which might then perhaps be thought meant of yiroQ. 
jiflraa^ becaufe of the glorious thhigs (aid of hex, 

2. That there was expcdted a wonderful Re- 
volution, a Reftauration of the ftate of Inno- 
cence, or Golden Age, fuch as the Poets fancied 
to have been in Satwrns Reign, and in truth was 
under the Primitive Theocracy. 

3. That this was to be at the Birth of a Man- 
Child, to whom are afcribed fuch things as no 
poetical Licenft, without warraiit from a Prophe- 
cy or Predidion, Could cxcufe. 

And tho I may feem to ftrain, where I call 
him (the Rythm requiring it) Earth's King, 
nothing Icfe C4n be implied from, 

TAcatHtnq\ reget jatriis vimttibus crbemj 
jigffrederey o vmgnosy aderit jam temfus^ ho^ 

noris. 
jidfpice convexo mutantem fondere mundumy . 
Terrafq-, Tra^atHf(]\ A^aris CcslHmq-^ fro^ 

fimdum. 
Adffice^ ventwro Utemwr ut omnia fecloj 8cc. 

Where 
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Where the Poet invites him to enter upon I: 
appointed Honour, or Office, of governing tl 
World, nay, and Heaven it fel£ 

Could thefe things be with any colour afcrilx 
to the Son of FolUo ? Nay : and does he not i\x] 
jpok him to be more than Man, not only whe 
ho iky s^ 

lUe Deum vitam aecifiet^ dec 
Chora Dcum fobolcs 

But more plainly, where he calls him, 

M agnnm Jovis incrementum : 

Where the Increafe of Jove feems to fliev 
diat tho he had an Hypoftafis, or Perfonality, di 
iHnc3: from the Great God, yet is one God wit 
him, Jove being fpread out or encreas'd, wit 
another Pcrfon, but his Godhead undivided. 

With thofe Divine Myfteries which Virgil r 
ports from the Sybils he fcems to joyn fome pc 
deal Flouriflies of his own, as that the Ea 
(hould pay this Infent an early Tribute of 
Stores h that when he grows up the Oak fhc 
yeild Honey ^ and that when he is anrivec 
Manhood, Nature ftiould die the Flocks wit) 
moft pleafing Colours without the hdp of 
and the like. 

But I ki^ow not but another part, which 
terpreted of a fancied Platonical Revo' 
may have a truly moral Signification. 

• 

Paaca tamen fuberunt veteris veftigiafi 
JUtcr prit turn Ti^lys^ dec 
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Where this may fccm not fo much to fore- 
tell ftom Prophetical Infpiratioiij as by a moral 
Judgment* thattho former Sins wtte purged a- • 
way, yet that would not remove the capacity of. 
iinningjbut that the fame, or like Crimes and Fol- 
licsjfhould be in the World again, till the fubjc^ 
of the Prophecy (hould come to maturity. 

Hinc uhijamfirmata virnm te fecerk ittOi. ' 



I • I 



Which might be rendrcd > Till the peffe<St 
Age of the Church. And this pei-hqps a Millenafc- 
ry would apply,as a Prediction of Chrift's Reu$i9 
at his return to the Earth before the general lup- 
furrcdlrion. 

But waving what may be doutfUl, or \vho1l^ 
poetical h what has been here faid, togethet witn 
the account how carefully the Sybils PSrophccfcS 
were tept, and examined by the ^omans^ jsUhI 
with the Juftiiication of the Prifpitive Chfif^aflB 
in their Appeals to them > may fatfefy ahylffi^'- 
who impartially confidcrs, that f^irgiPs fourth 
Eclogue is, in the main, an account of the Ca^ 
mAon Syhil\ Prcdidion, of fuch an one ex- 
pedled to be bom about that time, as Chrifiiaiis 
maintain, and none could ever with any colour 
deny, the Author of their Faith to have been. 

That this account-was wr^e before the Birth 
of our Saviour, can'be 'no quetfion, unlels wc 
will think that fome Chriftian, was not only Poet 
good enough to counterfeit VirgiV% Vein, but 
had the art to Hide it in fo well, and fo early, 
that none (hould be able to difcover the Cheat, 
by (hewing any Copies wherein this was omit- 
ted And befides, all this Artifice would have 

bcctt 
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been to no purpofr, unlcfs at the fame time he 
could have prevailed upon the Keepers of the 
Sybillinc Writuigs in the Capitol, to let Coax 
Verfcs be foifted in to countenance the matter. 

For tho this Account was given by yUrgil be- 
fore Augt^Hs made his Colledions yet we 
Ihould bive heard of it before now, if there 
had been nothing m the Capitol to warrant Vtr^ 
giPs Quotations. 

And in truth, the lewd Interpretations which 
have beai put upon this Poem, (hew, that 'twas 
thought more cafy to caft a blind, by makuig 
^i^£il write with unallowable poetical Licen(e, 
andwithout any manner of coherence, than to 
gain Credit in the denial that this Poem was 
f^h^Ps, If they believ'd their own Interpretati- 
ons > wc may well fay, 'twas becaufe they thought 
'of no Perfon to whom they might apply the 
Character, which no Man, after reading the 
Scriptures, and Crotins^ can deny to belong to 
our Saviour, and to him only. 



WliilS. 
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